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ANECDOTES OF HUMOUR. 



" lis nought but mirth 

That keeps the body from the earth." 

BEAVMONT AND FLETCHER. 



ATHENIA]*teWSMONGER. 
On the defeat of the Athenians in Sicily, a slave 
who had fled from the field of battle, was the first who 
reached Athens with the tidings. He entered by the 
suburb called Pyrxum, and ran into the first barber's 
shop be came to (for even in those days, barbers' shops 
were the grand marts for news), to communicate the 
disastrous intelligence. Such a bit of news bad not 
<M>me in the barber's way for a long time ; it was too 
good not to be made the most of; he instantly dropped 
his razor, left a customer half shaven, and rushing out, 
ran as fast as he could into the city — 

" For fear some other might the honour win, 
A.nd be too late, but second should come in." 

The intelligence caused naturally a great stir in the 
B « 
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4 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

city ; the people assembled in the market place, and 
enqaiiy was made after the author of the rumour. 
The barber not a little elated with his in^rtance, 
stepped forwards, and said, that he was the man. He 
was asked, ** How he came by the news V* He said, 
** A man who came into his shop had told him." 
" Who was this man ?** " He could not tell ; he had 
never seen him before, and in his hurry had forgotten 
to ask even his name.'' " Oh !" cried one and all, 
" it is nothing but a wicked story of his own d«vbing ; 
away with the impostor to the rack." The wheel was 
brought, and poor Strap actually stretched upon it. 
Meanwhile certain news of the defeat arrived, and the 
assembly broke up abruptly, without remembering to 
release the unlucky barber, who was left stretched on 
the rack till a late hour in the evehing. After so 
excruciating a lesson, one would have thought that 
Strap's first vow would have been, never to talk news 
again, while he lived ; but, alas ! it was a master pas- 
sion in the barber, which nothing could cure. No 
sooner was he set at liberty, than his first enquiries of 
the executioner were, *' What news of the battle ? Who 
slew General Nicaias ?" 



THE MAN WHO NEVER LAUGHED BUT 
ONCE. 
The ass, though the dullest of all nnlaughmg 
animals, is reported to have once accomplished a great 
feat in the way of exciting laughter. Marcus Crassus, 
the grandftther of the hero of that name, who fell in 
the Parthian war, was a person of such immoveable 
gravity of countenance, that in the whole course oi 
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hoar life, he was never known to Ungh but once, and 
hence was soraamed Agelastus. Not all that the 
wittiest men of his time could say, nor aught that 
comedy or farce could produce on the stage, was ever 
known to call np more than a smile on his iron-bound 
countenance. Happenmg one day, however, to stray 
into the fields, he espied an ass browsing on thistles ; 
and in this there appears to have been sometfaJng so 
eminently ridiculous in those days, that the man who 
never laughed before, could not help laughing at it 
outright It was but the burst of a moment; Agel- 
astus immediately recovered himself, and never laughed 
again. 

DYING or LAUGHTER. 
The last work which came from the pendl of the 
celebrated Zeuxis, was a picture of an old woman. 
All the infirmities and defects which make age deplo- 
rable; the lean, shrivelled form; the bleared eyes; 
the hanging cheeks; the toothless gums ; the far pro- 
truding chin, were represented in a style of such ludi- 
crous combination, that when Zeuxis, as is usual with 
artists, drew back to contemplate tiie ofl^iing of his 
fancy, he was excited to such an immoderate fit of 
laughter, that he is said to have died on the spot 

The comic poet, Philemon, when at an advanced 
age, happened to see an ass eat up some figs which a 
boy had left on the ground. When the boy returned, 
and stood wondering what had become of his figs, 
"The ass has eat them," said tiie wit, " go now and 
fetoh it some water to drink.'' The old man was so 
tickled with the fancy of his own jest, that if we 
B 3 
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may believe history, he also died of langlung. The 
cream of this jest we shoaM think consisted bk the 
animal being hi$ own, 

A story nearly similar is reported of Chiysippns. 

FOLLY OF SPORTING. 

Burton, in his Melancholy, quoting from Poggius, 
the Florentine, tells us of a physician in Milan, who 
kept a house for the reception of lunatics, and by way 
of core, used to make his patients stand for a length of 
time in a pit of water, some up to the knees, some to 
the girdle, and others as high as the chin, pro modo 
intanuEf according as they were more or less affected. 
An inmate of tins establbhoAent, who happened, ** by 
chaftce/' to be pretty well recovered, was standing at 
Ihe door of the house, and seeing a gallant cavalier 
ride past with a hawk on his fist, and his spaniels afber 
hiffl, he muBt needs ask, " What all these preparaticms 
meant?" The cavalier answered, "To kill game." 
" What may the game be worth which yon kill in the 
coarse of a year ?" rejoined the patient "About five 
or ten crowns." " And what may your horse, dogs, 
and hawks stand you in?" "Four hundred crowns 
more. " On hearing this, the patient with great earnest- 
neas of manner, bade the cavalier instantiy begone, as 
he valued bb life and welfare; " for," said he, " if our 
master come and find you here, he will put you into 
his'pit up to the very chin." 

PAINTING TO THE LIFE. 
When the " Kambler" first came cot in separate 
numbers, it happened particularly to attract the 
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notice of a society, who met every Saturday evening 
during the samnier at Ramford in Essex, and. were 
known by the name of the Bowling-green Club. 
These men seeing one day the character of Levicplus 
the fortune-hunter, another day some account of a 
person who spent his life in hoping for a legacy, or 
of him who is always prying into other folks affairs, 
began sure enough to think they were betrayed, and 
that some of the coterie sat down to divert himself by 
giving to the public the portrait of all the rest, filled 
with wrath against the traitor of Rumford, one of them 
resolved to write to the printer, and enquire the author's 
ntfme. Samuel Johnson, was the reply. No more was 
necessary; Samuel Johnson was the name of the 
curate, and soon did each begin to load him with re- 
proaches, for turning bis friends into ridicule in a 
manner so cruel and unprovoked. In vain did the 
guiltless curate protest his innocence ; one was sure 
tiiat Aliger meant Mr. Twigg, and that Cupidus was 
but another name for neighbour Baggs. The poor 
parson, nnable to contend against their ire any longer, 
rode to London, and brought them full satisfaction 
concerning the writer, who from his own knowledge 
of general manners, had happily delineated, though 
unknown to' himself; the members of the BowUiig- 
green Club ; and might have said, as foote did on a 
similar occasion, and with more truth— 

" I am the father of each child, 'tis true. 
But ev'ry babe its christening owes to you." 
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ENGLISH AND SPANISH PLENIPO- 
TENTIARIES. 

During the war between England and Spain, in tlie 
time of Queen Elizabeth, commissioners were ap- 
pointed on both sides to treat of peace. The Spanish 
commissioners proposed that the negociation should 
be carried on in the French tongue, observing sarcas- 
tically, that the "gentlemen of England could not be 
ignorant of the language of their fellow subjects, their 
queen being Queen of France, as well as England.^ 
" Nay, in fwth, gentlemen," replied Dr. Dale, one of 
the English commissioners, ** the French is too vulgar 
for a business of this importance ; we will, therefore, 
if you please, rather treat in Hebrew, the language 
of Jerusalem, of which your master is king, and in 
which you must of course be as well skilled as we are 
in the French." 



THEATRICAL QUEEN. 
Previous to the restoration of Charles II. no woman 
was admitted on the stage, but the female characters 
were performed by yonng men in female costume. 
The following anecdote, related by Colley Cibber, 
will give a tolerable idea of the ridiculous distress 
which occasionally arose from the absence of the now 
most attractive ornaments of the theatre. The king 
coming to the hoase rather before bis usual time, 
found the dramatis penorus not ready to appear; when 
his majesty not choosing to have as much patience as 
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his good subjects, sent one of his attendants to learn 
the cause of the delay. The manager (then termed 
master), knowing that the best excuse he could make 
to the merry monarch would be the truth, went to the 
royal box, and plainly told his majesty, that *' the 
queen was not yet shaved!'* Charles good-humour- 
edly accepted the apology, and laughed heartily, 
until the male queen was effeminated, and the curtain 
drew up. 

A POPE INNOCENT. 
When King James I. visited Sir Thomas Pope, Knt. 
in Oxfordshire, his lady had lately brought him » 
daughter, and the babe was presented to the king 
with a paper of verses in her hand ; *' which," quoth 
Fuller, " as they pleased the king, I hope they will 
please the reader." 

See this little mistress here 
Did never sit in Peter's chair. 
Or a triple crown did wear, 

And yet she is a Pope. 

No benefice she ever sold. 

Nor did dispense with sins for gold. 

She hardly is a se'nnight old. 

And yet she is a Pope. 

No king her feet did ever kiss, 
Or had from her worse look than this ; 
Nor did she ever hope 
To saint one with a rope. 

And yet she is a Pope. 

A female Pope you'll say, a second Joan ! 
No, sure she is Pope Innocent, or none ! 
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HE GREAT CONPfe. 

The Great Cond6 pasung through the city of Sens, 
wliich belonged to Burgundy, and of ^hich he was 
the governor, took great pleasure in disconcerting the 
different companies who came to compliment him. 
The Abb6 Boileau, brother of the poet, was commis- 
at sioned to make a speech to the prince ^ the head of 

the chapter. Cond6 wishing to disconcert the orator, 
advanced his head and large nose towards the Abb6, 
as if with the intention of hearing him more distinctly, 
|>ut in reality to make him blunder if possible. The 
Abb6| who perceived his design, pretended to be greatly 
embarrassed, and thus began his speech :— " My 
lord, your highness ought not to be surprised to see 
me tremble, when I appear before you at the head of 
a company of ecclesiastics ; were I at the head of an 
army of ^irty thousand men, I should tremble much 
more." The prince was so charmed with this sally, 
that he embraced the orator without suffering him to 
proceed. He asked his name ; and when he found 
that he was brother to M. Despreaux, he redoubled 
his attentions, and invited him to dinner. 

The prince on another occasion thought himself 
offended by the Abb6 de Voisenon ; Voisenon hearmg 
of this, went to court to exculpate himself. As soon 
as the prince saw him. he turned away from him. 
«* Thank God '/* said Voisenon, " I have been mbm- 
formed, sir ; your highness does not treat me as if I 
were an enemy." " How do you see that, M. Abb6 ?" 
said his highness coldly over his shoulder. " Because, 
sir,** answered the Abb6, *' your highness never turns 
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your back upon an enemy.** " My dear Abb6/' ex- 
claimed the prince and field marshal, turning round 
and taking him by the hand, " it is quite impossible 
« for any man to be angry with you." 

The son of the prince having promised a prize of a 
thousand crowns, to the person who should furnish 
the finest quatriun, to be engraved on the base of the 
statue of his illustrious father in the chateau of Chan- 
tilly, a Tuiten sent the following : 

Four celebrer tant de vertus, 
Tant de haut faits, et tant de gloire : 
Mille ecus ! morbleu ! mille ecus, 
Ce n'est pas un sou par victoire. 

ARCHBISHOP MOUNTAIN. 
In the reign of George 11. the see of York falling 
-vacant, his majesty being at a loss for a fit person to 
appoint to the exalted situation, asked the opimon 
of the Kev. Dr. Mountain, who had raised Umself 
by his remarkably facetious temper from being the 
son of a beggar, to the see of Durham. The Doctor 
vrittily replied, " Hadst thou fedth as a grain of 
mustard seed, thou wouldst say to thb Mountain (at 
the same time laying his hand on his breast), be re- 
moved, and be cast into the sea (see).'* His majesty 
laughed heartily, and forthwith conferred the prefer- 
ment on the facetious doctor. 

IRISH PRIEST. 
An Irish peasant complained to the catholic priest 
of hb parish, that some person had stolen bis best 
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pig, and supplicated his reverence to help him to the 
discovery of the thief. The priest promised his best 
endeavours ; and his enquiries soon leading him to a 
correct enough guess as to the offender, he took the 
foUowing amusing method of bringing the matter 
home to him. Next Sunday, after the service of the 
day, he called out with a loud voice, fixing his eyes 
on^the suspected individual, ** Who stole Pat Doolan's 
pig V* There was a long pause, and no answer ; he 
did not expect that there would be any ; and de- 
scended from the pulpit without saying a word more. 
A second Sunday arriving without the pig being re- 
stored in the interval, his reverence again looking 
stedfastly at the stubborn purloiner, and throwing a 
deep note of anger into the tone of his voice, repeated 
the question, " Wljo stole Pat Doolan's pig ? I say, 
who stole poor Pat Doolan's pig ?** Still there was no 
answer, and the question was left as before, to work 
its effect in secret on the conscience of the guilty 
individual. The hardihood of the offender however 
exceeded all the honest priest's calculations. A third 
Sunday arrived, and Pat Doolan was still without his 
pig. Some stronger measure now became necessary. 
After service was performed, his reverence dropping 
the question of " Who stole Pat Doolan's pig ? 
but still without directly accusing any one of tlie 
theft, reproachfully exclaimed, " Jiromie Poran! 
Jimmie Doran ! you trate me with contimpt." Jimmie 
Doran hung down his head, and next morning the 
pig was found at the door of Pat Doolan's cabin* 
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PETER THE GREAT. 
In the course of the Czar's second journey to 
Holland, in 1716, he arrived at Dantzic on a Sunday, 
at the Terj moment the gates of the city were going 
to be shut, according to custom, during divine service. 
Informed of this circumstance, the emperor did not 
wish to lose the opportunity of seeing the forms of 
worship in tliis city, and ordered himself to be con- 
ducted to the Cathedral. The reigning Burgomaster 
was there, and had, in all probability, aheady been 
apprized of the arrival of so illustrious a guest ; for 
the moment the Czar entered the church, ruing to 
meet him, he conducted him to his own seat, which 
was a little more elevated than the rest. Peter sat 
down bare-headed, and ordered the Burgomaster to 
ut beside him. He listened to the preacher with the 
greatest attention, keeping his eyes constantly tinned 
towards the pulpit, while those of the whole con 
gregation were fixed upon himself. A few moments 
after, feelhig his head grow cold, he took, without 
ceremony or uttering a syllable, the ample perriwig 
which covered the head of the Burgomaster, and put it 
on his own ; still paying the same profound attention 
to the discourse from the pulpit. The bald-headed 
Borgomaster, and the Czar in the grand gala wig, 
continuing to attend to the sermon, without apparent 
emotion, put the gravity of the congregation to a 
ieme trial. When the service was over, Peter re- 
plioed the wig, vnih a sHght inclination of his head. 
'll^Uttle incident seemed to be a thing quite of course 
i^i^ die Russian monarch ; and one of his attendants 
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assured the deputation of the city, that the emperor 

never paid any attention to such matters ; and that as 

he was scarce of hair, it was the custom, as often as he 

felt cold, to take the wig of Prince Menzicoff, or that 

of any otiier nobleman who happened to be within his 

reach. 



CROSS-PURPOSES. 
It was customary with Frederic the Great of Prussia, 
whenever a new soldier appeared in his guards, to ask 
him three questions, viz. "How old are you ? How 
long have you been in my service ? Are you satisfied 
with your pay and treatment ?" It happened that a 
young soldier bom in France, and who had served in 
his own country, desired to enlist into the Prussian 
service, and his figure was such as to cause him im- 
mediately to be accepted. He was totally ignorant of 
the German language, but his captam gave him notice 
that the king would question him in that language the 
first time he saw him, and therefore cautioned him to 
learn by heart the three answers that he was to make 
the king. The soldier learned them by the next day ; 
and as soon as he appeared in the ranks, Frederic 
came up to interrogate him. His majesty however 
happened to begin with the second question first, and 
asked him, " How long have you been in my service V* 
" Twenty-one years," answered the soldier. The king, 
struck with his youth, that plainly indicated he had 
not borne a musket near so long as that, said to him 
much astonished, " How old are you V* ** One year, 
an't please your majesty." Frederic still more astor 
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nish^d, cried,." You or I must certainJy be bereft of 
cor senses." The soldier, who took this for the third 
question, replied firmly, " Both, an't please your 
majesty." " This it the first time I ever was treated as 
a madman at the h«ad of my army," rejoined Frederic. 
The soldier, who had exhausted his stock of German» 
stood silent ; and when the king again addressed him, 
in order to penetrate the mystery, the soldier told him in 
French, that he did not understand a word of German. 
The king laughed heartily, and after exhorting him to 
perform his duty, left him. 

ROYAL QUARREL. 
The personal enmity which subsisted between King 
George the Second, and Frederic, King of Prussia, 
reached at one time to snch a height, that, as Baron 
Byfield was informed on good authority, the monarchs 
actually conceired the very singular design of gratifying 
it in a duel. King George made choice of Brigadier 
Sutton for his second ; and the King of Prussia, of 
Colonel Dcrschau. The territoiy of Hilderscheim was 
pitched on for the meeting: his Britannic Majesty 
was then at Hanover, and his Prussian Majesty had 
come as far as Saltzdahl, near Brunswick. Baron 
Borck, his minister at London, and lately dismissed 
from that court in a very abrupt manner, having repaired 
to the king, his master, at Saltzdahl, found him in 
such a violent passion, that he did not think it advisable 
directly to oppose his design -, but, to gain time, feigned 
to approve of the extraordinary combat which his 
majesty meditated, and he even offered to carry the 
challenge. But coming into the kmg's apartment an 
c 2 
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hoar after, he took the liberty of speaking to him bt 
the following manner: " Sire, I allow that your majesty's 
quarrel is not to be terminated any other way than by 
a duel ; but your majesty being but just raised from a 
dangerous sickness, and your health being still precari- 
ous, should you be taken with a relapse the day before 
the affair, or perhaps at the very time, what would the 
world say, and how would the King of England make 
his boaste ? How many scandalous constructions would 
be put on this accident ! What an odious suspicion 
might it not bring on your majesty's courage ! . These 
things considered, do not you think, sir, it would be 
better to stay a fortnight ?" 

The king is said to have come into these reasons, 
though with some difficulty : the challenge was not 
•ent; the ministers on both sides gained time; the 
cholerof both parties evaporated, and the following 
year the quarrel was made up. 

WOULD-BE AUTHOR. 

A young man presented to the manager of the 
Vaudeville of Paris a piece, which, to make up for an 
utter want of plot, action, and incident, overflowed 
with typographical errors. The manager, with the 
humane design of curing the youth of his metromania, 
described to him all the hazards of that dramatic sea 
on which he seemed desirous to embark, and earnestly 
recommended him to turn his attention to some more 
sober employment. ** Ah, sir," replied the incorri- 
gible, " I must follow my destiny ; were I alone in 
the world, I must be an^author ! ! 1 " 
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QUIETING A PIG. 
Charles the Fifth going to see the cloister of the 
Doniinicaiis at Vienna, fell in with a peasant upon 
the road who was carrying a pig ; the noise being 
disagreeable to the emperor, he asked the peasant if 
be had not learned the method of making a pig be quiet? 
The rastic confessed ingenuously that he had not, and 
added, that be should be very glad to be acquainted 
witb it. *' Take the pig by the tail,'' said the em- 
peror, " and you will see that it will soon be silent." 
The peasant finding that the emperor was in the right, 
said, " You must have learned the trade much longer 
than I, sir, for you understand it a great deal better." 

SPENSER'S FAIRY QUEEN. 
When Spenser had finished his famous poem of the 
Fsiry Queen, he carried it to the Earl of Southampton, 
the great patron of the poets of that day. The manu- 
script being sent up to the earl, he read a few pages, 
and then ordered his servant to give the writer twenty 
pounds. Readug on, he cried in a rapture, " Cany 
that man another twenty pounds." Proceedingfarther, 
be exclaimed, " Give him twenty pounds more." But 
at length he lost all patience, and ssud, ** Go turn 
lliat fellow out of the house, for if I read farther, I 
flbaU be rained." 

STERNE. 
The author of Tristram Shandy used to relate the 
following anecdote of himself. " I happened," said 
c 3 
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he, " to be acqaainted with a young man ffom York- 
shire, who rented a window in one of the paved alleys 
near Comhill, for the sale of stationery. I hired 
one of the panes of glass from my friend, and stock 
up tlie following advertisement with wafers : 

' Epigrams, anagrams, paragrams, chronagrams, 
monagrams, epitaphs, epithalamiuras, prologues, epi- 
logues, madrigals, interludes, advertisements, letters, 
petitions, memorials on every occasion, essays on all 
subjects, pamphlets for and against ministers, with 
•ermons upon any text, or for any sect, to be written 
here on reasonable terms, by 

A. B. PHlLOLOOEn.' 

" The uncommonness of the titles occasioned nn** 
meroos applications, and at night I used privately to 
glide into the office, to digest the notes or heads of 
the day, and receive the earnest, which was directed 
always to be left with the memorandums, the writing 
to be pdd for on delivery, according to the subject" 

Sterne soon became disgusted with this employ- 
ment, and the moment he had realized a small sura 
•f money, closed the scrae. 



A GOOD PARAPHRASE. 
On the eve of a battle, an officer came to ask per- 
mission of the Marechal de Toiras to go and lee hit 
father, who was on hb death bed. " Go," said the 
general, " you honour your fEither and yoor mother, 
that your days may be long in the land." 
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GENEBAL BURGOYNE. 

General Bargoyne fonnedone of a numerous circle, 
vrho -were once assembled to hear a tragedy read 
which it was proposed to bring out on the stage. At 
the end of the first act, in which no less than thirty 
characters were introduced, the author, anxious to 
have the opinion of so able a dramatic critic as the 
general, asked him what he thought of it ? " Sir,** 
replied Burgoyne, " what rank have you in the army ?" 
The poet looked amazed. " Because," continued 
Bargoyne, " if you are not a lieutenant-general at least, 
you vdll never be able to conduct so numerous an 
army to the end of the piece." 

CHOICE OF DOCTOBS. 
Moliere, when once travelling through Auvergue, 
was taken very ill at a distance from any place where 
he could procure respectable medical aid. It was 
proposed to him to send for a celebrated physician at 
Clermont " No, no," said the wit, " he is too g^eat 
a man for me ; go and bring me the village surgeon ; 
he will not perhaps have the hardihood to kill me" 

FONTENELLE. 
The Abb6 Keignier, secretary of the French Aca- 
demy, one day made a collection in his hat of one 
pistole from every member to defray the current 
expences. The abb6 did not observe that the presi- 
dent, who was a verj^ avaricious man^ had put his 
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pistole into the hat, and presented it to him a second 
time. " I have given already," said he. " I believe 
it," said the abb6, " but I did not see it." " And I," 
rejoined Fontenelle, vvho was at his side, " saw it, 
but did not believe it." 



THE PLAGIARIST. 
A young author obtained permission from the cele- 
brated satirist Piron, to read to him a tragedy which 
was on the eve of being brought out. At every verse . 
that was pillaged, Piron took off his hat, and bowed ; 
and so frequently had he occasion to do this, that the 
author surprised, asked what he meant? "Oh," re- 
plied Piron, " it is only a habit I have got of saluting 
my acquaintance." 

GARTH AND ROWE. 
Doctor Garth, who used frequently to go to the 
Wit's Coffee House, the Cocoa Tree, in St. James's 
Street, was sitting there one morning conversing with 
two persons of rank, when Rowe, the poet, who was 
seldom very attentive to his dress and appearance, 
but still insufferably vain of being noticed by persons 
of consequence, entered. Placing himself in a box 
•nearly opposite to that in which the doctor sat, he 
looked constantly round with a view of catching hb 
eye ; but not succeeding, he desired the waiter to 
ask him for his snuff-box, which he knew to be a va- 
luable onci set with diamonds, and tlie present of 
some foreign prince. After taking a pinch, he re- 
turned the box, but asked for it again so repeatedly, 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 21 

that Garth, who knew him well, perceived the drift* 
and taking from his pocket a pencil, wrote on the lid 
the two Greek characters, ♦ P (phi, iho) Fie ! Howe ! 
The poet was so mortified, that he quitted the room 
immediately. 

CITY GLUTTON. 

The celebrated John Wilkes attended a city dumer, 
^ not long after his promotion to city honours. Among 
the guests was a noisy vulgar deputy, a great glutton, 
who on his entering the dinner-room, always with great 
deliberation took off his wig, suspended it on a pin, 
and with due solemnity put on a white cotton ni^t- 
cap. Wilkes, who certainly was a high-bred ^ man, 
and never accustomed to similar exhibitions, could not 
take hu eyes from so strange and novel a picture. At 
length the deputy, with unblushing fanuliarity, wa&ed 
up to Wilkes, and asked him whether he did not think 
that his night-cap became him ? " O yes, sir," replied 
Wilkes, ** but it would look much better if it was pulled 
quite over your face." 

EXTRAORDINARY MARKSMAN. 
The following notice appeared in the daily papers 
for the 15th of July, 1791. The best marksman in 
the City Trainbands, laid a wager yesterday evening, 
that he would hit St. PauPs Cathedral with a single 
ball, from the door of Newberry's shop^! What is 
more remarkable, he won hb wager ! ! ! 
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PLEASURES OP A COUNTRY LIFE. 
. The following letter from the late Sir John Dal- 
rjraple to his relative, Admiral Dalrymple, gives an 
entertaining, bat not overcharged, picture of the sort 
of felicity which too commonly attends the retire- 
ment to the country, of men whose lot has been cast 
amid the busier scenes of city life. 

** Cranston, Jatmary 1, 1792. 

" My dear sir, — You ask me what I have been 
doing ? To the best of my memory, what has passed 
since I came home is as follows : — 

" Finding the roof bad, I sent slaters, at the peril 
of their necks,, to repdr it. They mended three 
holes, and made thirty themselves. 

" I pulled down as many walls round the house as 
would have fortified a town. This was in summer ; 
but now that winter is come, I would give all the 
money to put them up again, that it cost me to take 
them down. 

"I thought it would give a magnificent air, to the 
hall, to throw the passage into it After it was done, 
I went out of town to see how it looked. It was 
night when I went into it ; the wind blew out the 
candle, from the over-size of the room ; upon which I 
ordered the partition to be built up again, that I might 
not die of cold in the midst of summer. 

*' I ordered the old timber to be thinned ; to 
which, perhaps, the love of lucre a little contributed. 
The workmen, for every tree they cut down, de- 
stroyed three, by letting them fall on each other. I 
received a momentary satisfaction from hearing that 
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the carpenter I employed had cot off his thumb in 
felling a tree. But this pleasure was soon allayed, 
when, upon examining his meastire, I found that he 
had measured false, and cheated me of 20 per cent. 

** Bemembering with a pleasing complacency the 
Watcombe pigs/ 1 paid thirty shillings for a sow ^th 
pigs, and my wife starved them. They ran over to a 

madman. Lord , who distrained them for damage; 

and the mother, with ten helpless infants, died of bad 

usage. 

, " Loving butter much, and cream more, I bought 

two Dutch cows, and had plenty of both. I made 

my wife a present of two more : she learned the way 

to market for their produce, and I have never got a 

bowl of cream since. 

" I made a fine hay-stack ; but quarrelled with my 
wife as to the manner of drying the hay and building 
the stack. The hay-stack took fire, by which I had 
the double mortification of losing my hay, and finding 
my wife had more sense than myself. 

** I kept no plough, for which I thank my Maker ; 
because then I must have wrote this letter from a jail. 

'* I paid jE^Q. for a dung-hill, because I was told it 
was a good thing; and now I would, give any body 
205. ta tell me what to do with it. 

" X built and stocked a pigeon-house ; but the 
cats watched below, and the hawks hovered above ; 
and pigeon-soup, roasted pigeon, or cold pigeon-pye, 
I have never seen since. 

" I fell to drain a piece of low giound behind the 
house; but I hit upon the tail of the rock, and 
drained the well of the house, by which I can get no 
water for.njy victuals. 
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** I entered into a great project for selling lime, 
vpon a promise from one of my own farmers to give 
me land off his farm ; but when I went to take off 
my ground, he laughed, said he had choused the 
lawyer, and exposed me to a dozen law- suits for 
breach of bargains which I could not perform. 

" I fattened black cattle and sheep ; but could not 
agree with the butchers about the price. From mere 
economy, we ate them ourselves, and almost killed all 
the family with surfeits. 

*' I brewed much beer ; but the small turned sour, 
and the servants drank all the strong. 

" I found a ghost in the house, whose name was 
M'Alister, a pedlar, that had been killed in one of 
the rooms at the top of the house two centuries ago. 
No servant would go an errand after the sun was set, 
for fear of M'Alister, which obliged me to send off 
one set of ray servants. Soon after the housekeeper, 
your old fiieiid Mrs. Brown, died, aged ninety ; and 
then the belief ran, that another ghost was in the 
house, upon which many of the new set of servants 
begged leave to quit the house, and got it. 

*' In one thing only I have succeeded : I have 
quarrelled with all ray neighbours ; so that, with a 
dozen gentlemen's seats in my view, I stalk along like 
a lion in a desert. 

" I thought I should have been happy with my 
tenants, because I could be insolent to them without 
their being insolent to me; but they paid me no 
rent ; and in a few days I shall have above one half 
of tlie very few friends I have in the conntry in a 
prison. 

** Such being the pleasures of a country life, I in* 
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teud to quit them all in about a month, to submit to 
the mortification of spending the spring in London, 
where I am happy to hear that Mrs. Dalrymplc is 
doing well. May God preserve her long to you, for 
she is a fine creature. 

<* Just when I was going to you last spring, I 
received a letter from Bess, that she was dying. I 
put off my journey to Watcorabe, and almost killed 
myself witli posting to Scotland, where I found 
madam in perfect good health.— Yours always, my 
dear Jack, john dalrymple.** 

A STRANGE ACQUAINTANCE. 
Lord Kaimes used to relate a story of a man who 
clfumed the honour of his acquaintance on rather 
singular grounds. Jlis lordship, when one of the 
justiciary judges, returning from the north circuit to 
Perth, happened one night to sleep at Dunkeld. 
The next morning, walking towards the ferry, but 
apprehending he had missed his way, he asked a 
man whom he met to conduct him. The other 
answered, with much cordiality, " That I will do wi& 
all my heart, my lord. Does not your lordship 

remember me ? My name's John , 1 have had the 

hcnour to be before your lordship for stealing sheep \" 
" Oh, John ! I remember you well ; and how is your 
wife? She had the honour to be before me too, for 
receiving them, knowing them to be stolen." " At 
your lordship's service. We were very lucky ; we got 
off for want of evidence ; and I am still going on 
in the batcher trade." " Then," replied his lordship* 
" we may have the h<mour of meeting agam." 
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A DIGRESSION. 

The celebrated Henderson, the actor, -was seldom 
known to be in a passion. When at Oxford he was 
one day debating with a fellow student, who not 
keeping his temper, threw a glass of wine hi his face. 
Mr. Henderson took out his handkerchief, wiped 
his face, and coolly said, ** That, sir, was a digresuon -, 
now for the argument." 

WHIMS OF AGE. 
Some years ago, six old men and six old women 
were subpcenaed out of the town of Stockport to appear 
on a trial in the court of Westminster. The eldest of 
the men was one hundred and Jive, and the youngest, 
nxty^seven ; the eldest of the women was one hundred 
and three, and the youngest, sixty-five. Two coaches 
were provided to take these twelve persons to 
London; but the old lady, aged one hundred and 
three, refused to ride in the same coach with the old 
gentleman of one hundred and five, saying, " I do 
not think it prudent to ride with one of his sex ; I 
have supported a good character so far, and I am de- 
termined to support it as long as I live in this world !*' 
They all arrived safe at a gentleman's house upon 
Newington Green, near London. The gentleman 
wished our old men to be shaved twice a week, but 
they refused, saying, *' the London barbers were a 
set of knaves for charging them twopence a piece, for 
in Stockport they never paid more than one half- 
penny a head." It happened that one of the old 
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men, as he was walking in Bishopsgate Street, read 
on a board, " Shaving for one penny ;** he returned 
and informed his friends of this lucky discovery, and 
they all set out next morning to get shaved. The 
old man who found out t}ie penny barber was 
allowed the honour of sitting first ; when the barber 
had shorn one side of his face, he pulled ttie cloth 
away ; the old man shouted, " halloa, measter, you 
forgetton to shave this side/' The barber replied, 
that " if he shaved the other side, he must have another 
penny I** The old man got up in a rage, called the 
barber a " cheating scoundrel, and declared he would 
return to Stockport half shaved as he was, before he 
would give him another penny." He took his 
handkerchief and wiped the lather off his face, put on 
hM hat, bade adieu to the barber*8 shop, and with his 
venerable companions (knights of the beard) adjourned 
to the sign of the " Fox and Anchor" Charter-house 
Lane, where they stopped till they all got intoxicated; 
and it was the third day after, before the gentleman 
(on whose suit they attended) could prevail on them 
to get shaved by a twopenny barber, 

INGENIOUS APOLOGY. 
A French prince once sent an aide«de-camp to a 
painter, remarkable for his love of jokes and his 
idleness, commanding his presence. The officer 
went and brought the artist with him. A picture 
was given him to copy, and he took it away with 
him. It was a painting of a house. In a few days 
the officer went to the painter to see what progress 
be had made ; and having returned, acquainted the 
D 3 
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prince that all was done but one chimney, on which 
the painter was then employed. Some days passed, 
and the picture was not returned. The prince 
resolved to go himself. He did so, and found the 
painter still at the unfinished chimney. " Why, how 
is this," said he, "all this time employed at one 
chimney ?" " I have been obliged to do and undo 
it several times !" " For what reason ?" said the 
prince. ** I found," rejoined the artist, " that it 
smoked." The prmce laughed heartily, and took 
his leave. 



ELECTIONEERING SERMON. 
At an election for the town of Bedford, Mr. Whit- 
bread, and Howard the philanthropist, were opposed 
by Sir Wm. Wake and a Mr. Sparrow. A clergy- 
man of the established church, a watm supporter of 
the patriotic candidates, one Sunday morning, during 
the heat of the election, took for his text that passage 
of St. Matthew's Gospel, in which the question 
is proposed by our Lord to his disciples, " Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing ?" Whence this en- 
couragement to their perseverance and Uieir faith 
is deduced ; " fear ye not, therefore, ye are, of more 
value than many sparrows" 

KING-MAKING. 

A lady of the name of King, who had increased 

her family annually for several years, was at a party 

where the circumstance was told to a very facetious 

gentleman. He soon found out the lady's husband^ 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 29 

and though unknown to him, tims accosted him : 
" Why, sir, you are like Bonaparte !" The other 
rather surprised, hastily exclaimed, *' How so, sir V* 
** Because," replied the wit, " you make a new king 
every year." 

VENETIAN GONDOLEER. 
A gondoleer was ordered by a foreigner to row to 
the church of Saint Ermagora e Fortonato, which is 
known by the name of San Marquola, amongst the 
Venetian populace. The gondoleer not understanding 
him, rowed him in vain from saint to saint, till out of 
all patience, he carried him to the church of All 
Saints, and bade him " find him out amongst them ; 
since, for his part, he did not know where else to 
look for him." 



HOW TO VALUE AN ABBE. 
A certain Abb6, who was an accomplished, but 
tiresome man, called upon a Venetian gentleman, 
who was just going out, and detained him by com- 
plaints of the world. He said, he was learned and 
clever ; but that **nissun taveva stimarh" that nobody 
knew his value, or literally, " that nobody knew how 
to value him." The friend heard him out, put his 
arm under that of the Abb6, and carried him away 
with him. They had not walked far, when the 
gentleman entered the shop of a broker and appraiser, 
and exclaimed ** Caro vu, stimSme sto Sinr Abate, che 
nismn aUro s^ stimar" My good friend, value- me 
this Abb6, whom^ nobody else knows how to vdae. 
D 3 
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SMART RETORT. 
A lady of the name of Madame Bobu, had given 
some offence to M. de VerpiUier, the Mayor of 
Lyons. At a masquende, the mayor discovered this 
lady in her dbguise, and accosted her in a sarcastic 
tone, "with a quotation from the syllables of the 
Primer, " Comment voos portez vons, Madame Ba- 
be-bi-bo-bu ?" She immediately answered, "Tres 
bien. Monsieur Ca-ce-ci-co-cu." A sarcasm which, 
it was said, was not ill applied at hazard. 

STOCK-JOBBING DOCTOR. 
As Chirac, a celebrated physician, was gouig to 
the house of a lady, who had sent for him in a great 
hurry, he received intelligence that the stocks had 
fallen. Having a considerable property embarked 
in the Mississippi scheme, the news made so strong 
an impression on his mind, that while he was feeling 
his patient's pulse, he exclaimed, " Mercy upon me, 
how they fall ! lower, lower, lower !** The lady in 
alarm flew to the bell, crying out, " I am dying ; M. 
de Chirac says that my pulse gets lower and lower ; 
so that it is impossible I should live V* " You 
are dreaming, madam !" replied the physician, 
rousing himself from his reverie ; " your pulse is very 
good, and nothing ails you ; it was ^e stocks I was 
talkbg of." 
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EIGHT OF FLOGGING. 
A noted political character of the present day was 
once passing through his native village, when he 
saw a fellow beathig an ass most unmercifally. 
" What will you take for that beast ?" said he. ** If 
it belongs to you 1*11 buy it." " Ye may have him 
for ten shillings," replied the boor. The bargain 
was struck, and the money paid^" ** Now," said 
the young farmer, " that the beast is mine, what do 
yon mean, you rascal, by beating my ass so brutally?" 
and following up his words, he gave the fellow a 
sonnd drubbing. It is said, but we suspect with 
less truth than wit, that the countryman on g^ng 
borne, observed that be should never in all his life 
see an ass after, without thinking of Mr. H. 

LITERARY RESURRECTION. 
The French Academy, prior to a late election to a. 
vacant place in their body, adopted a singular rule 
with respect to the candidates. It was ordered that 
they should respectively -produce copies of all the 
works to which they had given birth. To issue an 
edict of this sort, was in fact to call for a number of 
publications that had long sunk into obscurity, and 
many of which indeed were totally destroyed ; for it 
is but too true, as Montaigne observes, that the con- 
founded grocers and trunk-makers have no compas- 
sion. One day, one of the most forgotten of the 
living French poets was, in consequence of this mlc, 
walking on the quay of the Louvre, and narrowly 
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spying into every second-hand booksellor's shop. 
Suddenly, mortifying spectacle ! he observes on the 
pavement, huddled among other things, one of his 
fugitive pieces; and anxious to relieve it from its 
state of degradation, he asks the price of it, " That, 
sir," replies the bookseller, " that is sixpence." 
" What do you mean by sixpence ?" exclaims the 
author, piqued to find the productions of his genius 
estunated at so low a rate ; " you do not know what 
you are selling, friend." " Pardon me, sir, I know 
very well that it is not over and above clever, but 
then the paper is worth fourpence." ** Hold, block- 
head !" replied the indignant poet, " here are fifteen 
pence for it." Pocketing the work, he added, " You 
deserve to know, in order to teach you your trade, 
that I should have given you thirty for it," 

SECOND THOUGHTS ARE BEST. 

The following singular circumstance occurred on a 
Sunday in the month of November, 1816, in the 
church of Seaford. The clergyman, whilst publishing, 
the bands, on coming to the names of a pair of neigh- 
bouring rustics, was suddenly surprised by an inter- 
ruption from one of the congregation, who loudly 
bawled out, " I forbid the wedding." On being desired 
to retire to the vestry, he was asked if he was a rela- 
tion of either of the parties ? " No, no," replied 
Hodge, " Tm the bridegroom himself; but having 
learned that Ciss has a tongue that, after marriage, will 
run faster than the clack of her master's mill, I am 
resolved to be off, so your reverence may marry her 
yourself, if you please." 
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LOW LIFE. 

Daring the progress of Mr. Jonas Hanway's exer- 
tions in favour of chimney-sweepers, he addressed a 
little urchin of the sooty tribe, after he had swept a 
chimney in his own house, " Suppose now I give yon 
a shilling ?" ** God Almighty bless your honour, and 
thank you." " And what if I give you a fine tie 
wig to wear on May day, which is just at hand?" 
*' Ah ! bless your honour ! my master won't let me 
go out on May day." " No ! why not ?" " Because 
be says it is low life." 



SMART REPROOF. 
In the year 1795, on the anniversary of the murder 
of Louis XVI. some of the principal French refugees 
gave a grand entertainment, to which all the persons 
of distinction in London were invited. The enter- 
tainment consisted of a ball, a supper, and a play ! 
The English journals took a very piquant way of ex- 
cusing their sense of this indecorous exhibition. When 
the next anniversary of the death of Charles I. arrived , 
they announced it in the following manner. "To- 
morrow is the anniversary of the martyrdom of Charles 
the First The French are acquainted that there 
wiU be no balU* 



LORD BRIDPORT. 
Talking of the threatened invasion by the French 
in 1798, Admind Lord Bridport dryly observed, " that 
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they might come as they could ; for his own part he 
could only say, that they should i^ot come by water" 

IRISH NEGRO. 

A negro from Montezerat, or Marigalante, where 
the Hibemo Celtic is spoken by all classes, happened 
to be on tiie wharf at Philadelphia when a number of 
Irish emigrants were landed ; and seeing one of them 
with a wife and four children, he stepped forward to 
assist the family on shore. The Irishman, in his native 
tongue, expressed his surprise at the civility of the 
negro ; who, understanding what had been said, replied 
in Irish, that he need not be astonished, for that he 
was a bit of an Irishman himself, Tlie Irishman, 
surprised to hear a black man speak his Milesian 
dialect, it entered his mind with the usual rapidity of 
Irish fancy, that he really was an Irishman, but that 
the climate had changed his fair complexion. " If I 
may be so bold, sir" said he, " may 1 ask how long you 
have been in this country 1" The negro man, who had 
only come hither on a voyage, said he had been in 
Philadelphia only about four months. 

Poor Patrick turned round to his wife and children, 
and looking as if for the last time on their rosy cheeks, 
concluding that in four months they must also change 
their compleuon, exclaimed, " O merciful powers! 
Biddy, did you hear that ? he is not more than four 
months in this country, and he is already almost as 
black as jet." 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 35 



THE MUUNG ADMIRAL. 

Several years since, the bargemen of his majesty's 
ship Berwick, then at Spithead, quarrelled with the 
bargemen of the ship which Admiral Milbank then 
conmianded as captain, and the latter were heartily 
drubbed, to the no small mortification of the admiral, 
who was in his younger days exceedingly athletic, and 
somewhat addicted to boxing. A few days after, the 
admiral called the boat's crew together, upbraided them 
for a set of cowards, dressed himself in a common 
jacket and trowsers, and observing the Berwick's barge 
rowing ashore to Portsmouth beach, ordered his ou'n 
to be immediately manned ; and thus disguised, took an 
oar as one of the crew. The coxswain, as particularly 
directed, run the head of his barge against the Berwick's 
barge quarter ; in consequence of which a broadside 
of oaths were given and returned, which produced a 
challenge to fight with more substantial weapons. The 
admiral, as champion of his crew, beat the whole of 
the other barge's crew, one after the other (eleven in 
nomber), to the great joy and admiration of his sailors, 
and then making himself known, went and visited his 
friends in Portsmouth, as if nothing had happened. 



PHILIP, EARL OF STANHOPE. 
Philip, Earl of Stanhope, whose dress always cor- 
responded with the simplicity of his manners, was once 
presented from going into the House of Peers, by a 
door^ceeper who was imacqualnted with his person. 
Lord Stanhope was resolved to get into the house* 
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without explaining who he was : and the door-keeper 
equally determined on his part, sud to him, " Honest 
man, you have no business here. Honest many you can 
have no business in ihu place" " I believe," rejoined 
his lordship, " you are right, honest men can have no 
business here." 



DIFFERENCE OF DIALECT. 
A Quaker of Scarborough appointed a Scotchman 
to command a West Indiaman, and heard with indig- 
nation that Captain C. insisted to have her fitted out 
with guns. Tjiey mutually expostulated on the subject. 
The respectable, conscientious owner would not permit 
so flagrant a dev'iHtion from his pacific tenets. The 
brave seaman uoukl not go a voyage in time of war 
without means to repel an enemy. At length the 
Caledonian said, " There is but one way to end this 
debate. Suit (pronounced shoot) yourself, and I shall 
aiiit myself in half an hour." The Quaker shocked 
by such a measure, hastened to the counting-house of 
Mr. D. who had recommended Captain C. " Friend !" 
said he, " the per>«on thou hast spoken of so highly, is 
a savage, tt madman. Because I would not consent 
to equip the Neptime with guns, he bade me shoot 
myself, and he would shoot himself in half an hour." 
When Mr. D. could suppress his laughing, he ex- 
plained the pronunciation in frequent use north of 

the Tweed ; and assured Mr. , that Captun C, 

had the interest of his employers in view, by making 
a point of being enabled to defend their property. 
The difference was thus amicably lettled. 
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CHESTER IN AN UPROAR. 

About the time of Bonaparte's departure for St. 
Helena, a respectably dressed man caused a number 
of hand bills to be distributed through Chester, in which 
he informed the public, that a great number of genteel 
families had embarked at Plymouth, and would cer- 
tainly proceed with the Britbh regiment appointed 
to accompany the ex-emperor to St Helena : he added 
farther, that the island being dreadfully infested with 
rats, his majesty's ministers had determined that it 
should be forthwith effectually cleared of those noxious 
animals. To facilitate this important purpose, he had 
been deputed to purchase as many cats and thriving 
kittens as could possibly be procured for money in a 
short space of time ; and, therefore, he publicly offered 
in his hand bills, 16s. for every athletic full-grown Tom 
cat, 10s. for every adult female puss, and half-a-crown 
for every thriving vigorous kitten, that could swill milk, 
pursue a ball of thread, or fasten its ^ung fangs in a 
dying mouse. On the evening of the third day after 
thb advertisement had been distributed, the people of 
Chester were astonished with an irruption of a multitude 
of old women, boys, and girls, into their streets, all 
of whom carried on their shoulders either a bag or a 
sack, which appeared to contain some restless animal. 

Every road, every lane, was thronged with this 
comical procession ; and the wondering spectators of 
the scene were involuntarily compelled to remember 
the old riddle about St. Ives : 

As I was going to St Ives, 
1 met fifty old wives, 

£ 
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Every wife had fifty sacks. 
Every sack had fifty cats. 
Every cat had fifty kittens ; 
Kittens, cats, sacks, and wiveis. 
How many were going to St Ives ? 

Before night, a congregation of nearly 3000 cat» 
was collected in Chester. The happy bearers of these 
sweet-voiced creatures, proceeded all (as directed by 
the advertisement) towards one street with their delec- 
table burdens. Here they became closely wedged to- 
gether. A vocal concert soon ensued. The women 
screamed; the cats squalled; the boys and girls 
shrieked treble, and the dogs of the street howled bass, 
so that it soon became difficult to the nicest ear to 
ascertain whether the canine, the felme, or the human 
tones were predominant. Some of the cat-bearing 
ladies, whose dispositions were not of the most placid 
nature, finding themselves annoyed by theur neighbours, 
soon cast down their burdens, and began to box. A. 
battle royal ensued. The cats sounded the war-whoop 
with might and main. Meanwhile tlie boys of the 
town, who seemed mightily to relish the sport, were 
actively employed in opening the mouths of the de- 
serted sacks, and liberating the cats from their forlorn 
situation. The enraged animals bounded immediately 
on the shoulders and heads of the combatants, and 
ran spitting, squalling, and clawing along the undulating 
sea of skulls, towards the walls of the houtes of the 
good people of Chester. The citizens attracted by 
the noise, had opened the windows to gaze at the fun. 
The cats, rushing with the rapidity of lightning up 
the pillars, and then acrosa the balustrades and galleries. 
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for which the town is so faraoas, leaped sUp-dash 
through the open windows into the apartments. Never 
since the days of ihe celebrated Hugh Lupus. ^ ere the 
drawing rooms of Chester filled with such a crowd of 
onwelconje guests. Now were heard the crashes of 
broken china ; the howling of aflVighted dogs ; the 
cries of distressed damsels, and the groans of well-fed 
citizens. All Chester was soon in arms; and dire 
were the deeds of vengeance executed on the feline 
race. Next morning above five hundred dead bodies 
were seen floating on the river Dee, where they had been 
ignomimously thrown by the two-legged victors. The 
rest of the invading host having evacuated the town, 
dispersed in the utmost confusion to their respective 
homes. 



PERSONALITIES. 
When Quin and Garrick performed at the same 
theatre, and in the same play, the night being very 
stormy, each ordered a chair. To the mortification of 
Quin, Mr. Garrick's chair came up first, " Let me 
get into the; chair," cried the surl^ veteran, " let me 
get into the chair, and put little Davy into the 
lantern." " By all means," said Garrick ; " I shall 
ever be happy to give Mr. Quin light in any thmg." 



TRADER IN WIVES. 
The following extraordinary advertisement appeared 
in the Kentucky Reporter of the 5th of September, 
1817. Take notice, and beware of thejwindler Jesse 
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Dougherty, who married me in November last, and some 
time after marriage informed me that he had another 
wife alive, and before I recovered, the villain left me, 
and took one of my best horses ; one of my neighbours 
was so good as to follow him, and take the horse from 
him, and bring him back. The said Dougherty is 
libout forty years of age, five feet ten inches high, 

, round shouldered, thick lips, complexion and hair dark, 
grey eyes, remarkably ugly and ill-natured, and very 

^nd of ardent spirits, and by profession a notorious 
liar. This is therefore to warn all widows to beware of 
the swindler, as all he wants is their property, and he 
cares not where they go after be gets that. The said 
Dougherty has a number of wives living, perhaps eight 
or ten (the number not positively known), and will, 
no doubt, if he can get them, have eight or ten more. 

I believe that is the way he makes his living. Mary 

Dodd, Livingston Comity, Ky. 

EPITAPH. 
The heir of the Duke de Peuthievre died in 1764, a 
victim to his irregularities, and particularly to his 
attachment to Mademoiselle Mir6, a lady eminent 
for her musical talents. The Parisian wits, who laugh 
at every thing, made the following very ingenious epi- 
taph, composed of five musical notes, which are sup- 
posed to be engraven on his tomb : 

MI RB LA MI LA. 
Mir^ has placed him there. 



y Google 



HUMOUR. vCr^ 41 



SIR JOHN FIELDING. 
Sir John Fielding, the brother of the celebrated 
novelist, appears to have inherited no small portion of 
the family humonr, although he has left no record in 
a lettered form of his comic propensity. On one 
occasion, after paying a visit to a country gentlemaii 
of eminent hospitality. Sir John mounted his horse* 
in company with several brother convivialists* The^ 
knight, though *' a thick drop serene" had quenched 
the loatre of his orbs, was a fearless horseman. In 
fact, hb steed was trained to obedience, and was fami- 
liar with the rider's haunts. . Sir John rode forwards ; 
but when he arrived at Hartley Kow, under the im- 
pulse of the gay purpose otthe hour, he checked his 
horse, and the animal entered the paved yard of an inn. 
Our traveller was in the liaMt of wearing a shade 
over his sightless eyes, which the apprehensiveness 
and surprise of the innkeeper and his wife converted 
into a mask. It was during the timQ of a general 
panic throughout the country, in consequence of a 
threatened invasion from France. Sir John found, by 
the tremulous accents of the people at the inn, Ihat 
his appearance had produced a striking effect on their 
imagination, and he accordingly humoured their ap- 
prehensions. He with many significant shrugs, and 
divers protestations of extreme haste, informed his 
auditors that the French were landed in great numbers, 
and were far advanced on their march to the metro- 
polis ; that he himself had been captured by the foe, 
and only released on condition of wearing a mask, 
B S 
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or bandage, till six hours were expired. After com- 

mnnicating this intelligence, he quitted the inn. 

It happened that the innkeeper's wife was one of 
the most credulous among the weak. Terrified be- 
yond measure, she hastened and buried all the money 
she could collect, and threw the household plate into 
the well for safety. The whole house was in commotion , 
from the stable-yard to the topmost garret. The joke 
was, of course, soon detected, and the identity of the 
knight shortly ascerttuned. So high was the indig- 
nation of the silly host, when he discovered the extent 
of the hoax, that he commenced an action against 

" the waggish alarmist. The cause was tried at Win- 
chester, when the plaintiff was nonsuited* 

CONNUBIAL CARTE AND TIERCE. 
The good people of Homcastle were one evening 
amused by the following announcement of the bellman : 
"J. J. wishes to inforobthe public, he will not be 
answerable for any debt or debts his wife Marianne J. 
may contract after this public notice.*' As soon as 
possible afterwards, the bellman was again sent round 
with the following : " M. J. begs to inform the public, 
she never has, nor does she ever intend, to contract any 
debts on her husband's credit, well knowing it stands 
on too slender a foundation." 



BEING THE POPE. 
Immediately after the peace of 1815, there was a 
great number of Austrian officers at Rome, so that 
scarcely a day passed on which several strangers were 
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not introduced to the Pope. Among the rest, a Bohe- 
mian lieutenant, viho did not understand a word of any 
language except his own native dialect, wished to have 
an audience of his holiness. The Pope, whose conde- 
scension does not allow any person to be refused ad- 
mittance to him, was previously informed how difficult 
it would be to have any conversation with the Bohe- 
mian. When the audience commenced, therefore, 
his holiness, ^th some embarrassment, merely said to. 
the lieutenant, at the same time clapping him on the 
shoulder, " BravOf guernere! hravo, guerrUre !*' The 
true-hearted Bohemian hastily seized the hand of the 
successor of £t Peter, shook it heartily, and said, 
** Bravo, papa I hravo, papa /" 

MAKING THE MOST OF A GOOD THING. 
When the baggage of Lady Hamilton was landed 
at Palermo, Lord Nelson's coxswain was very active in 
conveying it to the ambassador's hdtel. Lady Hamilton 
observed this, and presenting the man with a moidore, 
said, " Now, my friend, what will you have to drink ?" 
"Why, pUa;se your honour," viiA the cockswain, "I 
am not thirsty.*' " But,*' said her ladyship, " Nelson^s 
steersman must drink with me, so what will 'you take, 
a dram, a glass of grog, or a glass of punch?" 
" Why," said Jack, " as I am to drink with your lady- 
ship's honour, it wouldn't be good manners to be back- 
ward, so I'll take the dram now, and will be drinking 
the glass of grog, while your ladyship is mixing the 
tumbler of punch for me." 
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LUDICROUS MISTAKE. 
The death of M. Perrier, of the Rojal Academy of 
Sciences at Paris, in 1819, occasioned a strange mis- 
take. The Secretary of the Royal Society of Sciences, 
happened also to be named Perrier. At a meeting of 
the latter body, a cheralier entered, and with a coun- - 
tehance woe-begone, took his place among his brethren, 
then solemnly arose, and drew from his pocket a 
manuscript, and with a faultering voice and a lo^k of 
the deepest sorrow, began a funeral oration *' upon his 
deceased friend.'' What was his sui||rise, when his 
" deceased friend'' stood op from the president's chair, 
which he filled, (the panegyrist being so blinded with 
tears as not to observe him sooner,) declined the 
honour about to be conferred on him, thanked his 
friend in the warmest terms, and proposed, amidst roars 
of laughter, to adjourn the reading of the oration 
tine die! 



HUNCHBACK. 
About 1735, one of the most remaricable characters 
in the public haunts of Paris, was a hunch-backed 
gentleman of the name of Renardot He was a man 
of a droll turn of mind ; cared nothing for his own 
deformity of person, and delighted to teaze those who, 
equally unfortunate in this respect, were not possessed 
of the same philosopluc indifference. In walking the 
streets, or on the boulevard8,it was his constant practice, 
when he perceived another hunch-back, to step up 
and whisper in his ear, pointing at the same time to 
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his ovm protaberance, " If you are content, sir, 
80, may I." The frequent repetition of this salutation 
soon made him as universally known, as hated, by all 
the other hunch-backs of Paris ; he was their common 
pest ; and there was not one of them who would not at 
any time have gone a mile out of his way, to avoid 
the ingenious tormentor. 

HANDEL. 
The celebrated composer, Handel, had such a re- 
marlLable irritation of nerves, that he could not bear to 
hear the tuning of instruments, and therefore this was 
always done before he arrived at the theatre. A musical 
wag, who knew how to extract some mirth from Handel's 
irrascibility of temper, stole into the orchestra, on a 
night when the Prince of Wales was to be present, and 
untuned all the instruments. As soon as the prince 
arrived, Handel gave the signal of be^nning, con 
spirito ; but such was the horrible discord, that the en- 
raged musician started up from his seat, and having 
overturned a double bass, which stood in his way, he 
seized a kettle-drum, which he threw with such violence 
at the leader of the band, that he lost his full-bottomed 
wig in the effort. Without waiting to replace it, he 
advanced bare-headed to the front of the orchestra, 
breathing vengeance, but so much choaked with passion, 
that utterance was denied him. In this ridiculous 
attitude he stood staring and stamping for some 
moments, amidst a convulsion of laughter : nor could 
he be prevailed upon to resume his seat, until the prince 
went in person, and with much difficulty appeased his 
wrath. 
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' HEIDEGGER. 

The late facetious Duke of Montagu gave an en- 
tertainment at the Devil Tavern, Temple Bar, to 
several noblemen and gentlemen ; selecting the most 
convivial, and a few hard drinkers. Heidegger the 
Swiss, who was so long the Arbiter Elegantiarum of 
the metropolis, was invited ; and in a few hours after 
dinner, was so much inebriated, that he was carried 
out of the room, and laid insensible upon a bed. A 
profound sleep ensued ; when an artist was introduced, 
who took a mould from his face in plaster of Paris. 
From this a mask was made ; and a few days before 
the next masquerade at the King's Theatre, a species 
of entertainment which had risen into great repute 
under the superintend ance of Heidegger, the Duke of 
Montagu made application to Heidegger's valet de 
chambre, to know what suit of clothes he was likely 
to wear ; and then procuring a similar dress, and a 
person of the same stature, he gave him his in- 
structions how to act. The masquerade was honoured 
by the presence of the king. As soon as his majesty 
was seated, being always known to the conductor of 
the entertainment, though concealed by his dress 
from the company, Heidegger ordered the music to 
play " God Save the King ;" but his back was no 
sooner turned, than the false Heidegger ordered them 
to strike up " OW the Water to Charlie" The 
whole company were instantly thunderstruck ; and 
all the courtiers not in the plot were in the most 
stupid consternation. Heidegger flew to the musical 
gallery in a violent rage, and accused the musicians 
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of dninkenness, or of being set on by^me secret 
enemy to ruin him. The king and his immediate at- 
tendants laughed immoderately. While Heidegger 
stood in the gallery, " God Save the King " was the 
jtnne ; but when after setting matters to rights, he 
retired to one of the dancing rooms, to observe if 
decorum was kept by the company, the counterfeit 
stepping forward, and placing himself upon the floor 
of the theatre, just in front of tlie music gallery, called 
out in a most audible voice, imitating Heidegger, 
" Blockheads ! did not I tell you this moment to 
play. O'er the Water to ChartieV A pause ensued : 
the musicians, who knew his character, thought him in 
their turn either drunk or mad ; but as he continued his 
vociferation, " Charlie^ was played again. At this 
repetition of the supposed affront, some of the officers 
of the guards were for ascending the gallery, and 
kicking the musicians out; but the fate Duke of 
Cumberland, who relished the mal-apropos amazingly, 
interposed. The company were thrown into great 
confusion. ** Shame ! shame !" resounded from all 
parts; and Heidegger once more flew in a violent 
rage to that part of the theatre facing the gallery. 
Here the Duke of Montagu artfully addressing him, 
told him that the king was in a violent passion ; that 
hb best way was to go instantly and make an apology ; 
and afterwards to discharge the musicians, who were 
to a certainty mad. Almost at the same instant the 
dnke ordered the false Heidegger to do the same. 
The scene became now trul^ comic in the circle 
before the king. Heidegger had no sooner made a 
genteel apology for the insolence of his musicians, 
than the false Heidegger advanced, and in a plaintive 
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tone cried out, " Indeed, sire, it was not my fault, 
but that devil's in my likeness/' Poor Heidegger 
turned round, stared, staggered, grew pale, and could 
not utter a word. The duke then whispered into his 
ear the sura of his plot ; the counterfeit was ordered 
to take off his mask, and here the frolic ended. 

Heidegger's countenance was particularly un- 
pleasing, from an unusual harshness of features. 
Hogarth has introduced it into more than one of his 
prints. Heidegger was however the first to joke 
upon his own uglmess ; and he once laid a wager with 
the Earl of Chesterfield, that within a certain given 
time, his lordship would not be able to produce so 
hideous a face in all London. After a laborious 
search, a woman was found whose features were at 
first sight thought stranger than Heidegger's ; but 
upon clapping her head-dress upon Heidegger, he was 
unanimously allowed to have won the wager. 



HOAXERS HOAXED. 

Two adventurers of the lower class, seeing the favour 
which the Francs enjoyed with the Sultan, Selim HI. 
who died in 1807, and how very easy he was of access, 
resolved, if possible, to profit by the liberality of this 
munificent prince ; and success appeared to them easy, 
if they could but present him with some novelty, no 
matter how strange or ridiculous their invention might 
be, provided they could make it pass for European. 
After devising and rejecting various plans to make the 
sultan draw his purse-strings, they at last hit upon the 
following scheme : — They caused a report to be spread. 
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that a stranger bad recently arrived in the city, bringbg 
with him a wonderful bear, which could play extremely 
well upon the piano-forte. Gossip fame soon spread 
the news; and the sultan gave orders that the bear 
should be brought to exhibit its wonderful talents in hb 
sublime presence. Accordmgly, at the appointed 
hour, the bear and his leader, rejoicing in what they 
considered the certain success cf their scheme, took 
the road to the seraglio. Being introduced into the in- 
terior apartments, they were conducted into one, where 
concealed behind Venetian blinds, all the ladies of 
the haram were wuting the arrival of the sultan, that 
the wondorf ul spectacle might begm. Their impatience 
was soon gratified; his higlmess arrived, and the 
moment he entered, he was observed to regard Bruin 
very attentively. Animated with the hope of pleasing 
the royar spectator, our bear performed wonders; he 
danced, caressed his master, and played a variety of 
tricks ; to which the sultan paid great attention. At 
last came the great trial of Bruin's powers ; he was 
ordered by his master to play. Kising himself on his 
hind-legs, he performed, with hb fore-paws, a piece of 
music in the best style ; and captivated the sultan so 
completely, that he eagerly asked the owner of thb 
wonderful ammal to set a price upon him. This un- 
expected proposal threw Bruin into great confusion ; 
and it increased when he found that his master, fear- 
ful lest an abrupt refusal should discover the trick, 
appeared inclined to come to terms : *' Pray,*' whbpered 
the bear, while he appeared to caress hb leader, " do 
not leave me here !" but the caresses which he gave 
hb master made the sultan more eager to purchase 
him. At last, the pretended owner thought to put an 
p 
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end to a scene, which he plainly perceived Brain 
could not sustain much longer, by demanding an ex- 
orbitant price for him. " Count the sum required," 
cried the magnificent Selim, '' and take this animal 
to my menagerie." The first part of the order was in- 
stantly obeyed by the khasnader ; and the other officers 
approached the bear, to fulfil the second part of it 

Till now, our animal had behaved with wonderful 
gentleness; but the moment was arrived when he 
fbund it necessary to shew that he possessed all the 
fierceness of his species. Entrenching himself in the 
angle of the apartment which was opposite to the 
door, he waited impatiently till he saw it open ; when 
suddenly raising himself upon his hind-legs, he 
rushed out, followed by his leader. No one offered 
to stop him, because they thought hb master pursued 
in order to bring him back. One might suppose, that 
the Sultan Selim would have been sufficiently exaspe- 
rated to have set a price upon the heads of the two 
impudent knaves: but having from the moment he 
saw the bear, penetrated the trick, the only re- . 
venge which he determined to take, was to give 
them a hearty fright in return for the insult they had 
offered. 



CALEDONIANA. 
While the negociation for peace between Lord 
Malmesbury on the part of Britain, and the French 
Directory, was pending, an Englishman and a Scotch- 
roan who happened to meet at a country inn were 
codversing together on the subject With all English- 
men, nothing was at the time more earnestly desired 
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than peace ; taxes pressed heavily, and took away a 
relish for tlie bubble reputation which is gained at the 
cannon's mouth. With Scotchmen, on the contrary, 
nothing was more popular than the continuance of 
war; it had been to them peculiarly a harvest of 
glory ; and as a nation, they paid less in taxes than 
they received back in grants and bounties. Tlie 
conversation between the two travellers was a perfect 
exemplification of the feelings of their respective 
d^ountries. The Englishman was of opinion, that 
there was almost no sacrifice which ought not to be 
made for the sake of peace. The Scotchman insisted 
that it would be an etenial disgrace to yield a single 
inch, and added sarcastically, that in the high humour 
in which the French Directory were, he would not 
be surprised if they made it a sine qua non^ that 
Scotland should be ceded to France ; following up 
his remark with a hearty laugh at the extravagance 
of the idea. " O ho !*' rejoined the Englishman, " is 
that all you kuow about it ? Don't you know that 
Lord Malmesbury carried out instructions with him 
to cede Scotland, but that on offering it to the Direc« 
tory, they spurned the offer, unless Cumberland 
(worth something) was added to it?" The natural 
pride of the Scotchman could not receive a severer 
wound : casting an indignant look at the witty South- 
ern, he rose and left the room. 

A Scotch pedestrian attacked by three highwaymen 

defended himself with great courage and obstinacy, 

bat was ftt last overpowered and his pockets rifled. 

The robbers expected from the extraordinary resist- 

F 2 
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ance they had experienced, to lay their hands on 
some rich booty ; but were not a little suprised to 
discover, that the whole treasure which the sturdy 
Caledonian had been defending at the hazard of his 
life, consisted of no more than a crooked sixpence ! 
" The deuce is in him," said one of the rogues ; " if 
he had had eighteen pence, I suppose he would have 
killed the whole of us." 

As two military officers, of the sister countries of 
Ireland and Scotland, were passing along Piccadilly, 
their attention was arrested by a pretty girl at work 
with her needle, behind the counter of a Magazin de$ 
Modes. The Hibernian instantly proposed to go into 
the shop, and purchase some trifle by way of excuse for 
obtaining a nearer inspection of the fair damsel. " Hoot 
awa', man," said the equally curious but more econo- 
mical Scot, " there's na occasion to throw awa* siller, 
let's gang in, and ask change o' twa saxpences fur a 
shUling !" 

ELECTIONEERING BILL. 
Mr. Edgeworth, in his memoirs, relates a whimsical 
anecdote respecting Sir Francis DeleTal's election- 
eering at Andover. The attorney's bill was not dis- 
charged. It had been running on for many years, 
and though large sums had been paid on [account, 
a prodigious balance still remained to be adjusted. 
The affair came before the Court of King's Bench, 
when among a -variety of exorbitant and monstrous 
charges, there appeared the following article : 
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" To being thrown oat of the George Iiiii, 
Andover; to my legs being thereby 
broken ; to surgeon's bill, and loss of 
time and business, all in the service 
of Sir F. B. Deleval ^500. 

When this curious item came to be explained, it 
appeared that the attorney had, by way of promoting 
Sir Francis's interest in the borough, sent cards of 
invitation to the officers of a regiment in the town, in 
the name of the Mayor and Corporation, inviting them 
to dine and drink his majesty's health on his bhth 
■day. He at the same time wrote a similar invitation 
to the Mayor and Corporation, in the name of the 
officers of the regiment. The two parties met, com. 
pllmented each other, ate a good dinner, drank a 
bearty bottle of wine to his majesty's health, and pre- 
|)ared to break up. The commanding officer of the 
regiment, being the politest man in company, made a 
-handsome speech to Mr. Mayor, thanking him for 
his hospitable invitation and entertainment. " No, 
<olonel," replied the mayor, '* it is to you that thanks 
are due, by me and my brother aldermen, for your 
^nerous treat to us." The colonel replied with as 
much warmth as 'good breeding would allow ; the 
mayor retorted in downright anger, vowing that he 
would not be choused by the bravest colonel in his 
majesty's service. ** Mr. Mayor," said the colonel^ 
** there is no necessity for displaying any vulgar 
passion on this occasion ; permit me to shew you, 
that I have here your*obligbg card of invitation.'' 
** Nay, Mr. Colonel, here is no opportunity for banter- 
ing ; there is your card." Upon examining the cards^ 
F 3 
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it was observed that notwithstanding an attempt to 
disguise it, both cards were written in the sane hand, 
by some person who had designed to hoax them all. 
Every eye of the corporation turned spontaneously 
upon the attorney, who of course attended the meet- 
ing. His impudence suddenly gave way, he faultered, 
and betrayed himself so fully by his confusion, that 
the colonel in a fit of summary justice, threw him out 
of the window. For this Sir Francis Deleval was 
five hundred pounds. 

DREAMING MATCH. 

Sir William Johnson, who was superintendant of 
Indian affairs, in America previous to the revolution, 
received some suits of clotlies from England richly 
laced, when Hendrick, king of the five nations 
of Mohawks, was present. The chief admired them 
much, but did not say any thing at the time. In a 
few days Hendrick called on Sir William, and ac- 
quainted him that he had had a particular dream. On 
Sir William enquiring what it was, he told him he had 
dreamed that he gave him one of those fine suits 
which he had received from over the great water. Sir 
William took the hint^ and immediately presented him 
with one of the richest suits. Hendrick highly pleased 
with this generosity, retired. A short time after 
this. Sir William happening to be in company with' 
Hendrick, told him that he also had- had a dream, 
Hendrick being very solicitous to know what it was. 
Sir Willtlam informed him that he had dreamed th^ 
he (Hendrick) had made him a present of a parti- 
cular tract of land (the most valuable on tho Mohawk 
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river) of about 5000 acres. Hendrick presented him 
with the land immediately, with this shrewd remark : 
" Now, Sir William, I will never dream with you again, 
you dream too hard for me." The tract thus obtained 
is called to the present day. Sir William's Dreaming 
Land. 



POPFS LAST ILLNESS. 
During Pope's last illness, a squabble happened in 
his chamber between his two physicians, Dr. Burton 
and Dr. Thompson, they mutually charging each 
other with hastening the death of the patient by im- 
proper prescr^tions. Pope at length silenced them, 
saying, " Gentlemen, I only learn by your discourse 
that I am in a dangerous way ; therefore all I now ask 
is, tliat the following epigram may be added after my 
death to the next edition of the Dunciad, by way of 
postscript : 

Dunces rejoice, forgive all censures past. 
The greatest dunce has kill'd your foe at last. 



FUNERAL INVITATION. 
Sir Boyle Koach had a servant, who was as great 
an original as his master. Two days after the death 
of the baronet, this man waited upon a gentleman, 
who had been a most intimate friend of Sir Boyle, for 
the purpose of telling him that the time at which the 
funeral was to have taken place had been changed. 
" Sir," says he, " my master sends hb compliments to 
jou, and he won't be buried till to-morrow evening." 
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A SEVERE LESSON. 
M. de la Place relates the following amasiug anec- 
dote of the late Count d'Egmont, as delivered to him 
by the count himself. " I had not been/' said lie, 
" more than six months in the Mousquetaires, before 
enchanted at being released from the trammels of the 
school, which had for a long time annoyed me exceed- 
ingly, I plunged blindly into the vortex of pleasures, 
in which I saw my young companions enjoying 
themselves. 

*' One night, after having dined sumptuously and 
joyfully with several of my friends, we proceeded to 
the opera, which we found exceedingly crowded, and 
where, after having pushed and squeezed ourselves 
in as well as we could, we obtained standing room in 
the centre of the pit. There forced to stop, I should, 
as my companions did, have waited with sreat pa- 
tience, if I had not unluckily found directly before 
me an old gentleman ui a brigadier's wig, whose 
amplitude formed before my eyes a species of screen, 
which totally concealed from me any thing that was 
going forward on the stage, and especially prevented . 
me from seeing a young danchig girl, in whom I felt 
a great interest , 

" After having begged and prayed the gentleman, 
whom I was already incommoding exceedingly, to 
allow me a glimpse of the stage, by a certain change 
of position, which he dryly answered, was impossible; 
irritated by his coolness and my own awkward situ- 
ation, at which, to crown my misery, my neighbours, 
and especially my young companions, were heaitiiy 
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langhing, I took from my pocket a pair of scissars, 
with which I set to work, not only to prune away the 
superfluoas branches and foliage, if I may use the 
expression, which annoyed roe, but also the thick 
clubs which served to ornament its tail. 

" The bursts of laughter which my vengeance excited , 
having awakened my gentleman from the species of 
apathy in which he had till then seemed buried, he per- 
ceived the state to which I had reduced his perriwig, 
' My young friend/ said he, turning round as well as 
he could, <I expect yon will not leave the house, 
without me.' This little civility, continued ^e Count 
d'Egmont, and especially a certain glance of the 
eye by which it was accompanied, by making me 
sensible of the whole extent of my folly, moderated, 
I confess, considerably the pleasure I had felt in 
committing it ; however, the wine was poured out, 
and I felt that I was compelled to drink it At the 
conclusion of the opera, my gentleman, without speak- 
ing, gave me a sign to follow him. 

'* After having crossed, not without difficulty, the 
square of the Palais Royale, and passed through the 
Rue St Thomas dn Louvre, we came under the arcade, 
where stopping suddenly, ' M. Le Comte d'Egmont,' 
said he, ' for I have the honour of being acquainted 
with you, you are young ; and I owe you a lesson, 
for which your late father, whom I knew better than 
I do you, would perhaps have thanked me : when a 
man gives a public insult, and especially to an old 
soldier, he ought at least to know how to fight. Let us 
see/ continued he, drawing his sword, * how you will 
acquit yourself.' Enraged and humiliated by a pro- 
position which seemed to me to border on contempt, 
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I rushed on him with all the impetuosity of which my 
youth and my indignatioa rendered me capable ; but 
my gentleman, without being in the least discomposed, 
as steady as a rock^ contented himself with parrying 
my thrusts by the most insolent parades in the world, 
and at last made no other return to my attacks than by 
a quip, which made my sword fly out of ray hand to 
the distance of five or six paces. *Pick up your 
sword, Monsieur le Comte/ said he, with the same 
coolness, ' it is not like an qpera-dancer, but like a 
brave cavalier, with a firm foot and a steady eye, tliat 
a man of your name ought to fight ', and this is what 
I now invite you to do/ 

" * You are most cruelly in the right,' answered I, 
endeavouring to stifle the feelings which were agitating 
me, * and I hope soon to prove myself worthy of 
your esteem.* Fixedly determined rather to perish, 
than expose myself to fresh sarcasms from this singular 
enemy, I placed myself opposite to him, and attacked 
him with a coolness equal to that which he displayed 
in defending himself. * Very well, very well, indeed/ 
exclaimed, from time to time, this devil in human 
form, until the moment when, having run me through 
the sword arm, he «aid, ' There ; that's enough for 
the present*' So saying, placing me against the wall, 
and telling me to wait till he came back, he ran to 
the Palais Royale, brought a coach, bound up my 
^ound with a handkerchief, and telling the coachman 
to drive up to the Mousquetairea de la Kue do 
Beaune, he delivered me into the hands of the porter, 
and took his leave. 

'* After a confinement of more than six weeks, which 
were required to cure my wound, I had not rejoined 
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the world more than a week, when one evening going 
into the Caf6 de la Begence to look for some of mj 
companions, I recognised my gentleman, who quitted 
hb seat, jilaced his finger on his mouth, and exclaim- 
ing 'Chut!' rose, came towards me, and mac^emea signal 
to follow him. Arrived under the same archway, 
' You have amused yourself a little at my expence, 
my dear count,' said he, * in recounting our adven- 
ture, and I have loo great a regard for you, not to 
contribute all in my power to render it still more 
agreeable, by furnishing a continuation, which you 
may add to the story when you n6xt relate it Come, 
draw your sword.' 

" This second lesson, which was very similar to the 
first, was followed some months after by a third. 
Thb executioner, if I may so call him, at last became 
so terrible to me, that I hardly ever ventured into 
public without feeling a sort of shudder, lest I should 
encounter him, for I had forgot to mention, that the 
last lesson which he had condescended to give me 
was on the eve of the carnival, which he had made 
me pass in the most melancholy manner possible in 
my bed. 

" Judge, therefore, of my joy, as well as gratitude, 
when a waiter from the Caf6 de la Kegence arrived 
one morning at my lodgings, and said, ' You will 
pardon me, Monsieur le Comte, but I thought ^ou 
would not be sorry to hear that Monsieur * Chut' died 
last nig^t, and my mistress hopes we shall soon see 
you again at our house.' " 
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MASTER OF A PARISH. 

As a lame country schoolmaster iivas hobbling one 
morning upon two sticks to his noby mansion, he was 
met by a nobleman, who enquired his name, and the 
means by which he procured a livelihood ? " My 
name," answered he, "is R. T. and I am master of 
this parish." This answer increased the curiosity 
of his lordship, and he desired to know how he \^as 
master of the parish? " I am," replied the peda- 
gogue, " the master of the children of the parish ; 
the children are masters of their mothers ; the mothers 
are the rulers of UtiQ fathers; and consequently I am 
tile m4Uter of the whole parish" His lordship was 
pleased with this logical reply, and made the school- 
master a present 



NERVES. 

When a late Duchess of Bedford was last at 
Buxton, and then in her eighty-fifth year, it was the 
medical farce of the day, for the faculty to resolve 
every complaint of whim and caprice into " a shock 
of the nervous system." Her grace, after enquiring 
of many of her friends in the rooms what brought 
them there, and being generally answered for a nervous 
complaint, was asked in her turn, '* What brought her 
to Buxton ?" " I came only for pleasure,'* answered 
the healthy duchess ; " for, thank God, I was bom 
before nerves came into fashion." 
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DUKE DE ROCLORE. 

The Duke de Koclore, the favourite wit and buffoon 
of Louis XIV., wa3 in his person far from being 
agreeable ; hb countenance was rather forbidding, and 
his person ill formed. Another nobleman', whose 
person was even inferior to that of Koclore, having 
killed his antagonist in a duel, applied to the duke for 
his interest and protection, knowing it was the only 
channel through which he could obtain a pardon. The 
duke readily engaged in his friend's interest, and fairly 
rallied the king into a compliance. After the king 
had finished a fit of laughter, and given his royal 
promise, he enquired of Roclore what could possibly 
induce him to be so strenuous in his intercession ? " I 
will tell your majesty," said the facetious duke ; " if 
he had suffered, I should then have been the ugliest 
man in France." 



SPANISH PUNCTILIO. 

When a late royal bride of Spain was on her road 
towards Madrid, she passed through a little town in 
Spain, famous for the miCunfacture of gloves and 
stockings. The honest magbtrates of the place thought 
they could never better express their joy for the 
reception of their new queen, than by presenting her 
with a sample of those commodities, for which alone 
their town was remarkable. The major-domo, who 
conducted the queen, received the gloves very 
graciously ; but when the stockings were presented, 
he flung them away with great indignation, and 
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severely reprimanded the magistrates for this egregious 
piece of indecency. " Know," says he, " that a queen 
of Spain has no legs." The poor young queen, who 
at that time understood the language but very imper- 
fectly, and had been often frightened with stories of 
Spanish jealousy, imagined that they were to cut off 
her legs. Upon this she fell a crying, and begged 
them to conduct her to Germany, for that she could 
never endure that operation : and it was with some 
difficulty they could appease her. Philip V. is said 
never in his life to have enjoyed a good laugh, but at 
the recital of this story. 



RJENEWING A PROMISE. 

A late noble lord, who was sparing of money and 
lavish of promises, had given his note to a gentleman 
for a considerable sum he owed him ; it had been long 
due, and the peer never failed when he met him to 
make a handsome apology. Tired with promises that 
were never intended to be realized, the creditor one 
day, in answer to a new promise, said he had no 
doubt of his lordship's honour, and that he would pay 
it at the time he then fixed ; but, added he, ** in the 
meantime, as this note is almost worn out, I should 
be glad if your lordship would take it up, and give 
me one upon parchment'' The peer being a man of 
wit, ctrald not stand the severity of the rebuke, bat 
pidd the money almost immediately. 
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FORMAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dr. Schmidt, of the Cathedral of Berlin, wrote a 
letter to the King of Prassia couched in the following 
terms : 

" Sire, — I acquaint your majesty, first, that there 
are wanting Books of Psalms for the royal family. I 
acquaint your majesty, second, that there wants wood 
to warm the royal seats. I acquaint your majesty, 
third, that the balustrade next the river, behind the 
church, b become ruinous. schmidt. 

Sacrist of the Cathedral.'' 

The kmg, who was much amused by the letter, 
returned the following answer : 

" I acquaint you, M. Sacrist Schmidt, first, that 
those who want to sing, may buy books. Second, I 
acquaint M. Sacrist Schmidt, that those who want to 
be warm, must buy wood. Third, I acquaint M. 
Sacrist Schmidt, that I shall not trust any longer to 
the balustrade next the river. And I acquaint M. 
Sacrist Schmidt, fourth, that I will not have any more 
correspondence with him. Frederick." 

DR. JOSEPH WARTON. 

This elegant scholar was invited, while master of 
Winchester, to meet a relative of Pope, who, from 
her connexion with the family, he was taught to believe 
could furnish, him with much valuable and private 
information. On being introduced, incited by all 
that eagerness which so strongly characterised him, 
G 2 
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he took a seat immediately close to the lady, and by 
enquiring her consanguinity to Pope, entered at once 
on the subject ; when the following dialogue took place : 
** Pray, sir, did not you write a book about my cousin 
Pope?" "Yes, madam." " They tell me 'twas vastly 
clever. He wrote a great many plays, did he not ?" 
** I have heard only of one attempt, madam." " Oh 
no ; I beg your pardon, that was Mr. Shakespeare ; I 
always confound them." This was too much even 
for the doctor's gallantry ; he replied, " Certainly, 
madam ;" and, with a bow, changed his seat to the 
contrary side of the room, where he sat, to the amuse- 
ment of a large party, with such a mingled countenance 
of archness, and chagrin, such a struggle between his 
taste for the ridiculous, and his natural politeness, as 
could be pourtrayed only by his speaking and express- 
ive countenance. In a few minutes he quitted the 
company, but not without taking leave of the lady 
in the most polite and unaffected manner. 



CRITICISM. 
A journeyman hatter, a companion of Dr. Franklin, 
on commencing business for himself, was anxious to 
get a handsome signboard, with a proper inscription. 
This he composed himself, as follows : " John 
Thompson, hatter, makes and sells hats for ready money ;" 
vdth ihe figure of a hat subjoined. But he thought 
he would submit it to his friends for their amendments. 
The first he showed it to, thought the word hatter tau- 
tologous, because followed by the words, " makes hats," 
which showed he was a hatter. It was struck out. The 
next observed, that the word " makes "might as well 
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be omitted, because his customers would not caic who 
made the hats ; if good, aod to their mind, they would 
buy, by whomsoever made. He struck that out also. 
A third said, he thought the words " for ready money " 
were useless, as it was not the custom of the place to 
sell on credit ; every one who purchased, expected to 
pay- These too were parted with, and the inscription 
then stood, *' John Thompson sells hats." " Sells 
hats !" says his next friend j " why, who expects you 
to give them away ? What, then, is the use of the 
word ?" It was struck ont, and hats was all that re- 
mained attached to the name of John Thomson. Even 
this inscription, jbrief as it was, was reduced ultimately 
to " John Thompson," with the figure of a hat subjoined. 

DR. HOUGH. 
The late Bishop of Worcester, Dr. Hough, was re- 
markable for sweetness of temper, as well as every 
other christian virtue j of which the following story 
a^prds a proof. A young gentleman, whose family 
had been well acquainted with the bishop, in making 
the tour of England before he went abroad, called to 
pay his respects to his lordship as he passed by his 
seat in the country. It h?ippen<:d to be a dinner time, 
and the room full of company. The bishop, however, 
received him with much familiarity ; biit the servant, 
in reaching him a chair, threw down a curious weaUier 
glass that bad cost twenty guineas, and broke it. The 
gentleman was under infinite concern, and began to 
make an apology for being himself the occasion of 
the accident ; when the bishop with great good nature 
interrupted him. " Be under no concern, sir," said liis 
o 3 
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lordship, smiling, ** for I am much beholden to you for 
it We have had a very dry season; and now I 
hope we shall have rain. I never saw the glass so 
low in my life." Every one was pleased with the 
humour and pleasantly of the turn ; and the more so, as 
hb lordship was then more than eighty, a time of life 
when the infirmities of old age make most men peevish 
and hasty. 

FORTUNE TELLER. 
A fortune teller was arrested at his theatre of divi- 
nation, al fresco f at the comer of the Rue de Bussy ip 
Paris, and carried before the tribunal of correctional 
police. " You know to read the future V* said the 
president, a man of great wit, but too fond of a joke 
for a magistrate. ** I do, M. le President,'' replied 
the sorcerer. " In this case,'' said the judge, ** you 
know the judgment we intend to pronounce.'' *' Cer- 
tainly." " Well, what will happen to you ?" ** No- 
thing." "You are sure of it?" " You will acquit 
me." '* Acquit you !" " There is no doubt of it" 
" Why ?" " Because, sir, if it had been your inten- 
tion to condemn me, you would not have added irony 
to misfortune." The president, dbconcerted, turned 
to his brother judges, and the sorcerer was acquitted. 

COMPLIMENTING. 
A fashionable female at Paris having heard thftt 
Nicole, the celebrated mathematician, was much che- 
rished in all the circles of science, and anxious to be 
thought the patroness of merit, sent him such an invi- 
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tation to one of her parties, that he could not refuse 
it. The abstract geometrician, who had never before 
been present at an assembly of the kind, received the 
civilities of his fair hostess with all the awkwardness 
and confusion of a man unacquainted with the frivo- 
lities of fashionable life. After passing a very uncom- 
fortable evening, in answering the observations of 
^ those who addressed him, he prepared to take hb leave. 
Wishing to be very complimentary, he declared to the 
lady of the house the grateful sense he entertained of 
the high honour she had confened on him by her gene- 
rous invitation, polite regard, and extraordinary civility. 
A.t length he reached the climax of his compliments, 
by assuring her " that her lovely little eyes had made 
an impression which could never be erased from his 
breast'' Nicole then retired, quite satisfied at the 
manner in which he had acquitted himself; but a 
friend who was accompanying him home, whispered in 
his ear as they were passing to the stdrcase, that he 
had paid the lady a very ill compliment, by telling her 
that her eyes were little, for that little eyes were uni- 
versally understood by the whole sex to be a great 
defect. Nicole, mortified to excess at the mistake he 
had thus unconsciously made, and resolving to apolo- 
gize to the lady whom he conceived he must have 
ofiended, returned abruptly to the company, and en- 
treated her with great humility to pardon the error 
into which his confusion had betrayed him, of imputing 
any thing like littleness to so high, so elegant, so dis- 
tingiushed a character ; and concluded by saying, 
** Madam, I never beheld such fine large eyes, such 
fine large lips, such fine large hands, or so fine and 
large a person altogether, in the whole course of my 
life.'' 



d by Google 



6S PERCY ANECDOTES* 



LJESJE POETIC.E. 

A German poet having written a gastronomic song 
apon the pastry of one of the best pastry-cooks at 
Nuremberg, the latter thought he could not better tes* 
tlfy his gratitude, than by sending him one of the 
objects he had celebrated in his song. The poet was 
at first enchanted with the delicious repast ; but, O 
Grief ! on finishing the last morsel, he recognized in 
the paper on which it had been baked, the copy of 
the song, with which he had testified his homage to 
the pastry-cook. In a great rage he hastened to his 
shop, and charged him witli the crime of Itssa poeticte. 
** A.h, sir I" replied the artist, not in the least discon- 
certed, " why 80 angry ? I have only followed your 
example. You made a song upon my pastry, and I 
have made a pye upon your song.'' 



GENUINE LAZINESS. 

A young farmer inspecting his father's concerns in 
the time of hay harvest, found a body of the mowers 
asleep, when they should have been at work. " What 
is this ?" cried the youth ; " Why, me, ypu are so 
indolent, that I would give a crown to know which is 
the most lazy of you." " I am he," cried the one 
nearest to him, still stretching himself at hb eas^ 
**^ Here, then," said the youth, holding out the money. 
" Oh, Master George," said the fellow, folding Us 
arms, ** do pray take the trouble of putting it into my 
pocket ibr me." 
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HOAX. 

In December 1783, when the air-balloons were the 
object of public attention, there appeared in the 
Journal de Paris a letter fro^m a watchmaker, who, 
without subscribing his name, offered to traverse the 
river Seine, between the Pont Neuf and the Pont 
Boyal, so quickly, that a fast trotting horse, which 
was to set off at the same (jtne, should not reach the 
opposite extremity before him. To make this experi- 
ment, he asked for his reward two hundred louts, 
when he reached the appointed spot; and which 
were merely to pay his travelluig expences to, and 
lost time at, Paris. He appointed tlie first of January, 
if the river was not {rozfin, for the experiment. The 
town was immediately agitated ; subscriptions filled 
rapidly, and at tlie court and the city the only sub- 
ject of conversation, was the watchmaker who was 
able to walk on the water faster than a horse could 
trot. As some, however, appeared to doubt its 
practicability, he satisfied the enquirers by describing 
his apparatus. These consisted of a pair of elastic 
wooden shoes, joined by a thick bar. Each sabot, or 
shoe, was to be one foot long and seven inches high, 
on an equal breadth; and if necessary, he was to 
hold in each hand a bladder fully blown. He assured 
the public he could repeat the miracle fifty times in 
an hour. The city of Paris began to erect scafiTolds 
for the convenience of the subscribers; but before 
the appointed time the hoaxer, M. Combles, confessed 
that he had done this only to try the credulity of 
the Parisians; but the humourist had nearly en- 
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dangered his liberty by the joke ; for he had not 
ouly imposed on several distinguished persons, but a 
society at Versailles had subscribed a thousand livres, 
and which society was formed by Monsieur (Louis 
XVIII.), who was too grave a prince to suffer with 
impunity any personal i^idicules. M. Combies ap- 
plied to the lieutenant of the police, who solicited his 
majesty's pardon. The king laughed, and amused 
himself at the expense of Monsieur and the court ; 
and it was thought best^o conclude this affair by 
informing the public, that the watchmaker was insane, 
and that he was neither desirous nor capable of per- 
forming his engagement 



LEO X. AND HIS BOTjFOON. 

Querno, a kind of poetical buffoon, much in favour 
with Leo X. had been crowned arch-poet by the gay 
young men of fashion at the court of Rome. The 
Pope, fond of his burlesque talents, sent him choice 
dishes from his own table, but expected always a 
distich in return. Querno, like other bon vivants, 
was tortured by the gout, and at one of its most 
powerful moments, he was obliged to write in grati- 
tude for a dainty, and sent the following : 

** Archipoeta facit versus, pro mille poetis." 

To which the good-humoured Leo added, 
" £t pro mille aliis, archipoeta bibit." 

Then Querno, resolving to show himself superior to 
his sufferings, wrote, 

" Porrige, quod faciat mihi, carmina docta Faler- 
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Bat the Pope as smartly replied, 

" Hoc vinum enervat debilitatque pedes." 
This sarcastic intercourse may be thus translated : 
Qjuemo, For millions of poets the arch-poet com- 
poses. 
Leo, By millions of bumpers bepimpled his nose is. 
Quemo, A bowl of Falenuan t* enliven my straim 
Leo, You'll lose in yonr feet what in mensure you 
gain. 

NEAT REPROOF. 
Louis XV. frequently talked to his courtiers in a 
manner extremely disagreeable to them, without in- 
tending to give them pain. One day, when Cardinal 
de Luynes was paying his respects to him, " Car- 
dinal,*' said the king to him, *' your great grandfather 
died of an apoplexy ; your father and your uncle 
died of an apoplexy ; and you look as if you would 
die of an apopletic stroke. " Sire/' answered the 
cardinal, " fortunately for us, we do not live iu the 
times when kings are prophets." 

AT FAULT. 
The Duke of Grafton being fox-hunting one day 
near Newmarket, a Quaker, at some distance upon 
an eminence, pulled off his hat, and gave a " Yoicks 
tallyho I" The hounds immediately ran to him, and 
being drawn off the scent, were consequently at 
fault, which sqi enraged the duke, that galloping up to 
the offender, !it asked him, in an angry tone, " Art 
thou a Qoa]^>r ?" ** I am, friend,** replied the man. 
" Well, theiv,** rejoined his grace, ** as you never pull 
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off your hat to a Christian, I will thank you in future 

not to pay that compliment to a fox !" 

REMEDY AGAINST LYING. 
A Chinese silversmith, to whom the English 
gave the name of Tom Workweil, brought home 
some silver spoims, as he called them, to. a captain of 
a ship, who had ordered them. The gentleman sus- 
pecting that his friend Tom had played him a trick, 
common in China, of adding no small quantity of 
tutenague to the usual proportion of alloy, taxed him 
with the cheat, which he denied with the strongest 
asseverations of his innocence. The captsun then, 
told him, that he had brought with him a famous' 
water, called lie-xDoter, which being placed on the 
tongue of a person suspected of telling an untruth, if 
the case were so, burned a hole in it; if otherwise, the 
■p^iiy escaped witli honour, and unhurt Tom think- 
ing it a trick, readily consented 5 upon which, with 
much form, a single drop of aqua-fortis was put upon 
his tongue ; he instantly jumped about the room in 
violent pain, crying out, " Very true, half tutenague, 
half ^tenague," in hopes that confessing the fact, 
might slop the progress of the lie-toater, which, from 
the pain he felt, he had some reason to think possessed 
the quality ascribed to it Several Europeans, who 
were present, and who had bought different pieces of 
plate from him, now put similar questions to him ; 
and Jie confessed that it had been his uniform and 
constant practice, to add a very laige quantity of 
tutenague to every article made at his shop, for which 
during the continuance of the pain, ,be promised 
ample reparation. 
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COEFFEURS v. PERRUQUIERS. 

The national frivolity of the French was perhaps 
never more strikingly exemplified, than in the law- 
suit of the ladies' h^r-dressers in Paris, which was 
brought before the highest court of judicature in 
January, 1769. This cause was of a most extraor- 
dinary nature, and the prevailing topic of con- 
versation. The statement of it was bought withgieat 
avidity, and was at once to be found on the dusty 
desks of the lawyers, and the brilliant toilettes of the 
ladies. It was entitled, " For the coeffeurs de dames of 
Paris, agdnst the corporation of master barbers, hair 
dressers,'and bagnio keepers.'* The latter were included 
on account of their generally dressing the ladies* hair 
after bathing. 

Those hair-dressers who presumed to dress both 
sexes, in this case maintained that it was their exclu- 
sive privilege to dress the ladies ; and indeed they 
had several of their adversaries imprisoned, fined, 
&c. These in their turn defended tliemselves, and 
contended tiiat the exclusive 'privilege was in their 
favour ; because, first, the art of dressing ladies' hair 
is a liberal art, and foreign to the professipn of the 
maitres perruquiers ; secondly, that the statute of the 
perruqkders does not give them the pretended exclu- 
sive light; and, thirdly, that they have hitherto 
oppressed them, and are indebted to them in con- 
siderable damages and interests. 

It is probable that some able pleader amused him- 
self in drawing up this memoir ; since the frivolous 
cause was conducted with art and elegance, and 

H 



d by Google 



74' PERCY ANECDOTES, 

every where discovered the playful hand of a master, 
who, perhaps, thus unbent himself in the midst of 
more painful avocations* In his first division, the 
orator, who makes his clients speak in their own 
persons, maintains that the art of dressing the ladies' 
hair is a liberal art, and compares it tu those of the 
poet, the painter, and the statuary. 

** By those talents," say they, " which are pecu- 
liar to ourselves, we give new graces to the beauty, 
sung by the poet ; it is when she comes from under 
our hmids that the painter and the statuary represent 
her ; and if the locks of Berenice have been placed 
among the stars, who will deny that to attain thb 
superior glory she was first in want of our nXd ? 

** A forehead more or less open, a face more or less 
oval, require very diflFerent modes ; every where we 
must embellish Nature, or correct her deficiencies* 
It is also necessary to conciliate with the colour of 
the flesh, that of the dress which is to beautify it. 
This is the art of the painter ; we must seize with 
taste the variegated shades; we must employ the 
ehiaro scuro, and tlie distribution of the shadows, to 
give more spirit to the complexion, and more ex- 
pression to the graces. Sometimes the whiteness of 
the skin will be heightened by the auburn tint of the 
locks ; and the too lively splendour of the fair, vriB 
be softened by the greyish cast with which we tinge 
the tresses.** 

In another place, to prove that their art has claims 
to gtiliius, the coeffeurs de dames add, 

** If the arrangement of the hair, and the various 
colours we give the locks, do not answer our intention, 
we have under our hands the brilliant treasures of 
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Golconda. To us belougs the hnppy duposition of 
the diamoiids ; tlie placing the pearl pins, and th6 
suspending of the Cpathers. The general of an army 
linows what reliance he cau make on a half moan, (a 
term of the then fashionable dress,) placed in front; 
lifs has his engineers, who are distinguished by their 
titles ; and we with a sparkling cross advantageously 
placed, know how difficult it is for an enemy not to 
yield. It is we indeed, who strengthen and extend 
the empire of beauty :'* 

Several legal discussions now follow, the aridity 
of which do not permit our gay pleader to take hit 
happy flights : but he appears with all his felicity of 
imagination in the peroration. After having informed 
us tliat there exist above twelve hundred coeffeun de 
dames in Paris, he thus closes his oration : 

** Some rigid censurers wiH perhaps say, that they 
could do very well without us ; and that if there 
were less art and ornament at the toilettes of the 
ladies, things would be all for the better. It is not 
for us to judge, if the manners of Sparta were pre- 
ferable to those of Athens ; and if the shepherdess, 
who gazes on herself in the glassy fountain, inter- 
weaves some flowers in her tresses, and adorns herself 
with natural graces, merits a greater homage than 
those brilliant citizens who skilfully employ the 
refinements of a fashionable dress. We must take the 
age in the state we find it. We feel a congenial 
disposition to the living manners, to which we owe 
OUT existence, and while they subsist, we must subsist 
with them." 

Shortly afterwards the case in favour of the co^eurt 
was ordered to be suppressed, as unworthy of the 
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majesty of the tribunal to which the suit was brought. 
The coeffeurs, however, gained their cause agsunst 
the perruquiers, and the graces triumphed over the 
monster of chicanerj. The ladies had taken a warm 
interest in their favour, and formed for them most 
powerful solicitations. This important trial was 
crowded by a most brilliant assemblage, and when 
the grave decisions of the court were finally made, it 
was approve^ by loud cheering from the anxious 
beauties of Parb, who considered the affair of their 
coeffeurs as of the most national consequence. 



SPECULATION AND EXPERIENCE. 
Lord Kaimes, whose " Gentleman Farmer," has 
made his love of agricultural pursuits very well known, 
had, like many other zealous improvers, a consider- 
able share of credulity as to all new schemes and 
inventions. A projector having once imposed upon 
him with a receipt for a sort of manure, which was to 
make wonderfully prolific crops, his lordship took an 
opportunity of expatiating to one of his farmers on 
its mighty advantages. " Aye, Donald,'' said his 
lordship, " enough for a whole farm may be earned 
in your coat pocket." " Ha ! ha !" replied the 
farmer, " but when you do that, my lord, you will 
hae to carry the crop in your waistcoat pocket." 



PROVOKING MISTAKE REVENGED. 

Count Stackelberg was once sent on a particular 
embassy by Catherine of Russia, into Poland ; on 



d by Google 



HUUOUR. ^. 77 

the same occa^on, Thargnt was dispatched by the 
Emperor of Germany. Both these ambs^ssadors were 
strangers to each other. When the morning apr 
pomted for an audience arrived, Thurgut was 
Qshered into a magnificent saloon, where, seeing a 
dignified looking man seated, aad attended by several 
Polish noblemen, who were standing most respect- 
fully before him, the German ambassador (Thurgut) 
concluded it was the king, and addressed him as 
such, with the accustomed formalities. This dig- 
nified looking character turned oat to be Stackelberg, 
who received the unexpected homage with pride and 
silence. Soon after, the king entered the presence 
chamber, and Thurgut, perceiving his mistake, retired 
much mortified and ashamed. In the evening it so 
happened that both these ambassadors were playing 
■cards at the same table with his majesty. The German 
envoy threw down a card, saying, "The king of clubs," 
** A mistake !" said the monarch, *f it is the knave !" 
«♦ Pardon me, sire," exclaimed Thurgut, casting a 
significant glance at Stackelberg, " thi^ is the second 
time to-day I have mistaken a knave for a king*" 
Btackelberg, tbou^ very prompt at a repartee, bit 
his lips, and was silent. 

BOSWEUL, AND COLMAN,THE ELDER. 

At a public dinner gi?eu at the Mansion ^ou6e, 
duiing the mayoralty of Mr. Wilkes, Mr. James 
Boswell, who .had token care to secure good room, 
seeing George Cohpan, thp elder, in want of a place, 
called to him andgavje him oiie beside himself, saying, 
'* See what it is to have a Sicotchman for your friend 
H 3 
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at Mr. Wilkes*8 table." A little time after, tiierc came 
a foreigu waiter with something ; Mr. Boswell talked 
to him in German, upon which Mr. Colman wittily 
observed, " I have certainly mistaken the place to 
day ; I thought I was &t the Mansion House, but I 
must surely be at St. James's, for here are nothing but 
Germans and Scots !" 



CATCHING THE SMALL-POX. 
When Dr. Thomas, afterwards Bishop of Salisbury, 
was chaplain to the British factory at Hamburgh, a 
gentleman belonging to the factory died at a village 
about ten miles distant. Application was made to 
the clergyman of the parish, for leave to bury him in 
the church-yard. The parson enquired of what 
religion he was ; and was told that he had died a 
Calvinist. ** Then," said he, ** he eannot be buried 
here; there are none but Lutherans in my church- 
yard, and there shall be no other." On this being 
told to Dr. Thomas, he immediately took his horse, 
and went to argue the matter with the parson, but 
found him inflexible. At length the doctor gained 
by ridicule, what he had failed to accomplish by 
the force of reason. " You remind me," says the 
doctor to the intolerant priest, " of a circumstance 
which once happened to myself, when I was curate of 
a church in Thames Street ; I was burying a corpse, 
when a woman came and pulled me by the sleeve in 
the middle of the service. " Sir, sir, I want to speak 
to you." •* Pr*ythee," says I, " wait till I have 
done !** ** No, sir, I must speak to you immediately !" 
•* Why, then, what is the matter ?" *' Why, sir," says 
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she, " you arc barying a man who died of the small- 
pox next my poor husband, who never had it." This 
story bad the desired effect ; and the curate . per- 
mitted the bones of the poor Calvinist to be laid in a 
Lutheran church-yard. 

FIGHTING PREACHEIL 
In the period of the Commonwealth in England, 
a young officer who had been bred in Fr^ce, went 
one day to the ordinary at the Black Horse in Hol- 
bom, where the person that usuaHy presided at table 
was a rough, old fashioned gentleman, who, according 
to the custom of those times, had been both major 
and preacher of a regiment. The young officer b^gan 
to ridicule religion, and to speak against the dispen- 
sations of Providence. The major at first only desired 
him to speak more respectfully of religion, but finding 
him run on, began to reprimand him in a more 
serious manner. The young fellow, who thought to 
turn matters to a jest, asked the major if he was 
going to preach, at the same time bidding him take 
care what he said against a man of honour. ** A man 
of honour V* cried the major, " thou art an infidel and 
a braggart; and I will treat thee as such." The 
quarrel at length ran so high, that the young officer 
challenged the major. On their going into the 
garden to settie the dispute, the old gentieman advised 
his antagonist to consider the place to which one 
pass might drive him ; but finding him grow scur- 
rilous, " Sirrah," said he, '' if a thunderbolt does not 
strike thee before I come at thee, I shall not fail to 
chastise thee for thy profaiieness to thy Maker, and 
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thy iBSoIence to myself." Thb said, he drew out his 
sword, aud with a loud voice exclaimed, '.' The sword 
of the Lord and of Gideon !" This terrified the young 
gentleman so much, that be was instantly disarmed 
and thrown on his knees, in which posture he l>egged 
for his life, and made the necessary apology. 



RODDAM'S TRIAL. 
When Captaui, afterwards Admiral Roddam was 
tried by a court martial for the capture of his ship, he 
gave directions to the printer at Kingston to publish 
the miimtes, and give a copy to each mernb^ of the 
court martial, to his brother officers, and some otbar 
friends, and then to sell the remainder. It was some 
time afterwards that he again saw his publisher ; when 
in order to settle accounts the book was refened to, 
and the man stated, that according to order, so many 
copies had been dbposed of. "Why, that is the 
number I ordered you to give away in my naiaoe; 
how many have you sold?" "Not one," was the 
jeply, " though I advertised in all the papers," That 
IS strange!" said Captsdn Roddam, "for Admiral 
Byng*s trial went through three editions in a week;'' 
*' That is a different case,'' said the printer ; " if you 
had been coiidemned to be shot, your tqai wonjd l^^t 
sold as well; but the public tiike no interest i|i ^u 
iionourable acquittal." 

FLATTERY. 
Louis XIV. gave flatterers good prj^0xls, of wtacii 
they were not slow to avail theqiselvpl. A Cf^cbin 
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preaching before this monarch at Fontambleaa, began 
his disoonrse with, " My brethren, we shall all die I" 
Then stopping short, and turning to the king, " Yes, 
si^ idmost allot na shall die V 

ART OF RISING. 
The Duke of Grammont was the most adroit and 
witty courtier of his day. He entered one day the 
closet of Cardmal Mazarin without being announced- 
His eminence was amusing himself, by jumping close- 
legged against the wall. To surprise a Prime Minister 
in so boyish an. occupation, was dangerous ; a less 
skilful courtier might have stammered excuses, and 
retired. The duke entered briskly, and cried, " 111 
bet you one hundred crowns, that I jump higher than 
your eminence ;** and the duke and cardinal began to 
jump for their lives. Grammont took care to jump a 
few inches lower than the cardinal, and was six months 
afterwards. Marshal of France. 



PASSION FOR GAMING CURED. 

Mr. Smeaton, the celebrated engineer, when early 
in life, attracted the notice of the Duke and Duchess 
of Queensberry, from a strong resemblance which he 
bore to their favourite. Gay, the poet ; and a friend- 
ship was formed between tiiem, which was as cordial 
as uninterrupted. Smeaton, who detested cards, was 
on one occasion, from a spirit of complaisance but too 
common, drawn in to join the duke aud duchess, and 
a numerous party, in a game at Pope Joan ; but his 
attention never following the game, he played like a 
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boy. The run of the game was high, and the state in 
** Pope" had accidentally accamnUted to a sum more 
^an serious. It came to Smeaton's turn, by the deal, 
to double it ; when regardless of his cards> he busily 
made minutes on a scrap of paper, and put it on the 
board. The duchess eagerly asked iiim what it was ? 
and he as coolly replied, ** Your grace wiU recollect 
that the field in which my house stands, may be about 
5 acres, S roods» and 7 perches, which at .thirty years 
pufcdiase will be just my stake ; and H your grace 
will make a duke of me, 1 presume tlie winner will 
not dislike my mortgage." 

The joke and the lesson, had alike their weight ; 
the duke and dodiess would never after play but foe 
the merest trifle 



BACCHANALIANS. 
A publican blowing the froth from a pot of pojcter 
which he was bringing to a customer, the gentleman 
struck him. Boniface eagerly asked why he struck 
him ? " Why7' replied the gentleman, " I only 
returned blow for blow." 

At the breaking up of a tavern dinner party, two of 
the company fell down stairs, the one tumbling to tb^ 
first landing place, the other rolling to the bottom. It 
was observed that the fost seemed dead drwnh* " Yes/' 
•aid a wag, " but he's not so far gone as the fs^nth- 
roan below." 
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WELSH RIVER. 
"Dft, Johmon, whose ideas of any thing not posi- 
tively large were always mingled with contempt, when 
in North Wales, enquired respecting a rapid current— 
" Has this brook e*er a name V* and received for 
answer, " Why, dear sir, this is the River Ustrad." 
'< The River Ustrad !" sud Johnson, turning to hb 
friead, " let us jump over it directly, and show how 
an Englishman ought to treat a Welsh river,*' 

TO BE LET ALONE. 

Every one has heard the story of a man who, when 
looking at a house, asked the servant, a pretty girl, if 
she was to be let with the house. *' No, sir,'' she 
replied ; " if you please, I am to be /€t alone,** The 
origin of this witticism is not so well known, and it 
will surprise most readers to learn, that it is to be found 
in the works of a very pious writer, who was bom in 
the year 1592, namely, Francis Quarles, who has 
the following quaint epigram — 

ON THE WORLD. 

This house is to be let for life or years ; 

Her rent is sorrow, and her income tears ; 

Cupid's has stood long void ; her bills made known. 

She must be dearly let, or let alone, 

ALL IS VANITy. 
Lord Burleigh, treasurer to Queen Elizabeth, hear- 
ing wonderful reports of the Curiosities possessed by 
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a gentleman in Suffolk, went to pay him a visit, and 
had presented to his view a variety of piecions gems, 
medals, pictures, statues. Sec. ; every room, moreover, 
was adorned with mottoes and devices. At length he 
brought the treasurer into a room, where he promised 
to show him an article of infinite value, on account of 
its antiquity. What should this be, but an old weather 
beaten statue of some ancient philosopher, which had 
been palmed on the ignorant connouseur for the statue 
of Solomon, carved during the life time of that king, 
with his own motto cut out in the following manner : 
OMNIA VANITAS. 
Lord Burleigh observed these words in such different 
characters, and wanting to quiz the gentleman, said 
in a sly manner, " This does not well ; I would advise 
you to alter it at any rate ; for methinks omnia is very 
little, and vanitas exceeding great." " My lord," 
says the gentleman, not observing the satire, " it shall 
be done, for to speak the truth, vanitas hath been thus 
here a long time, and I crowded in omnia ; but I will 
make them all one, before your lordship comes agun.'' 

EARL OF PETERBOROUGH. 
About the time of the revolution, when the cele- 
brated Earl of Peterborough was a young man, he 
entertained a passion for a lady who was fond of 
birds. She had seen and heard a fine canary bird at 
a coffee-house near Charing Cross, and entreated hb 
lordship to procure it for her. The owner wa^ a 
widow, and not in very affluent circumstances ; but 
though Lord Peterborough offered a large sum for the 
bird, she would not part with it Finding that there 
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was no other way of coming at the bird, his lordship 
determined to change it, and getting one of the same 
colour, and with nearly tbe same marks, he went to 
the coffee-honse. The mistress usually sat in a room 
hehind the bar, to which his lordship had easy access ; 
and contriving to send her out of the way, he effected 
his purpose undiscovered. On the lady's return, he 
took his leave. 

His lordship continued to frequent the house to 
avoid suspicion, but forbore saying any thing of the 
bird till about two years after, when taking occasion to 
speak of it, he sud to the lady, " I wanted to buy 
that bird, but you refused my money ; I dare say you 
arc by this time sorry for it." " Indeed, my lord," 
replied she, " I am not, nor would I take any sum for 
him ; for would you believe it ? from the time that 
our good £jng (James II.,) was forced to go abroad 
and leave us, the dear creature has not sung a note 
since!!!" 



EXISTENCE OF MATTER. 
As Berkeley, the celebrated author of the Immaterial 
Theory, was one morning musing in the cloisters of 
Dublin college, an acqusdntance came up to him, and 
seeing him wrapt in contemplation, hit him a smart 
rap on the shoulder with his cane. The dean starting, 
called out, " Whafs the matter!" His acqudntance 
looking him steadily in the face, replied, " No mattery 
Berkley." ^ 
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HALF LENGTHS. 
The celebrated German bardyGleim, once got a 
painter to paint bis own portrait, and that of bis 
friend, the poet Jacobi. Happening to dine about 
tbis Ume at a friend's house, a nobleman in company, 
who was the friend of both, said to Gleim, " I hear 
you and Jacobi have had your portraits painted ; 1 
suppose at full length ?" " No," replied Gleim, 
" tliat is only for kniglits, that we may see their 
spurs. We have no occasion for this ; for with us 
the head is the chief thing" 

" WHEREAS*'— 
A barrister observing the Lord Chancellor, whom 
he wished to address, very much engaged with the 
Gazette, suid, " I beg your lordship's pardon; I see 
you are busy with your harvest." 

BEL AND THE DRAGON. 
There was at a public institution a matron of the 
name of Bel, and another whose severity and general 
manners obtained her the appellation of the Dragon. 
One day a violent squabble was heard in a room ad- 
joining to that in which the directors of the charity 
urere then assembled, and one of them was induced 
to put bis head out to see what was the cause of 1^ 
uproar. He did so, and instantly returned to bis 
seat. ** What was all that noise about, did yon 

"Yes." 
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Answered the other ; " and there may be a little more 
yet ; but yon must not be alarmed, it is only Bel arid 
the Dragon !" 

A TAKE IN. 
In the reign- of King William, Oliver Cromwell, 
grandson of the prptector Cromwell, found it neces- 
sary on some occasion or other to present a petition 
to parliament He gave his petition to a friend, a 
member, who took it to the House of Commons to 
present it Just as this gentleman was entering the 
house with the petition in his hand. Sir Edward 
Seymour, a famous old royalist member, was also 
going IB. On the sight of Sir Edward, the gentleman 
immediately concdved the idea of making the surly, 
sour old Tory carry up the petition for Oliver Crom- 
well. " Sir Edward,*' said he, " stopping him on tlie 
instant, will you do me a favour ? I this moment re- 
collect that I must immediately attend a trial at 
Westminster Hall, which may detain me too late to 
give in this petition this morning, as I promised to do. 
'Tis a mere matter of form ; will you be so good as 
carry it up for me ?" " Give it me,*' said Sir Edward. 
The petition went directly into his pocket, and he 
into the house. When a proper opportunity occurred 
for presenting it, Sir Edward rose, and putting his 
spectacles on, began to read, " The humble petition 

of-of-of-of the d 1! Oliver Cromwell !! ! The 

foar of laughter in the house, at seeing the old knight 
so fairly taken in, was too great for him to stand. 
Dashing the petition fiom. him in great rage, he rushed 
out of the house. 

i2 
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LONGS AND SHORTS. 

There were two barristers at the Irish bar who 
formed a singular contrast in their stature—- Ninian 
Mahafiy, Esq. was as much above the middle size, as 
Mr. Collis was below it When Lord Redesdale was 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, these two gentlemen 
chanced to be retained in the same cause, a short 
time after- his lordship's elevation, and before he was 
personally acquainted with the Irish bar. Mr. Collis 
was opening the motion, when the lord chancellor 
observed, " Mr. Collis, when a barrister addresses the 
court, he must stand." " I am standing on the bench, 
my lord," said CoUis. " I beg a thousand pardons," 
said his lordship, somewhat confused. " Sit down, Mr. 
Mahaffy." ** I am sitting, my lord," was the reply to 
the confounded chancellor. 

On this occasion, a barrister then present wrote the 
following epigram : 

Mahafiy and Collis, ill-pured in a case, 
Kepreseatatives true of the rattling size ace ; 
To the heights of the law, though I hope you 

will rise. 
You will never be judges Tm sure of a(s)size. 

The Scotch bar had once to boast in Mr. Erskine^ 
of Cardross, of a pleader quite as diminutive as Mr. 
Collis.^ He had usually a stool brought to him |o 
stand iipon when addressing the court, which gave 
occasion for a witty rival once to observe, that " that 
was one way of rising at the bar." 
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THE WOOLSACK. 
Colman and Banister dining one day with Lord 
Erskine, the ex-chancellor, amongst other things ob- 
served that he haH then about three thousand head 
t)f sheep. ** I perceive," interrupted Colman, "Your 
lordship has still an eye to the woolsack." 

THE BETTER HALF. 

A Bedouin Arab having blasphemed the name, tiie 
heard, and the honour of his chief, was about to re- 
ceive the bastinado for his insolence. Already the 
wretch extended on the sand, contemplated the dreadful 
preparations for his punishment ; when perceiving his 
wife running towards them, be placed himself under 
ber protection by the accustomed formula ; to whidi 
she did not fail to reply in the usual way. ** But," 
said the Scheik, ** thy husband 'has committed an 
tifTence which does not admit of pardon." •' Oh ! 
great prince, the blasphemy is horrib^ I confess, and 
merits exemplary punishment ; but it is not my whole 
husband who has thus rendered himself guilty towards 
thee." " What !" replied the prince, " how is it not 
4hy whole husband ?" " No," continued the woman, 
" it b but the half of him that has committed the 
Insult; for am not I the other half— I who never 
offended thee ! Now the guilty half places itself under 
the protection of the innocent half, and the latter 
cannot suffer the former to be punished*" 

The anger of the prince was disarmed by this witty 
reply, and the offending husband was pardoned. 
I 3 
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CURE FOR AN IDLE COMPLAINT. 
** Be easy," said a rich invalid to his son-iu-law, 
who was every hour perplexing him with complaints 
of hb wife*s misbehaviour — ** Be easy, I say ; as her 
behaviour is so very blameable, I wUr alter my will, 
and cut her off with a shilling." The old man heard 
no more of his daughter's failings. 



GENTLEIMEN FARMERS. 

Lord Erskine was once riding in company with Mr« 
Coke, through that garden of English agriculture, the 
county of Norfolk, when coming opposite to a finely 
cultivated field, his lordship jumped up, and exclaimed 
in ecstacy, "What a beautiful piece of lavender l*^ 
It happened to be a field of wheaU The mistake 
doubtless arose from his lordship never having before 
seen wheat under the new system of drill husbandry. 

Such a mistake in one, whose claims to immortality 
rest on somet^jpg superior to a knowledge of wheat 
and lavender, may be excused 3 but what shall be 
said, for no less a personage than a late President of 
the Board of Agriculture itself, making a blunder still 
worse ? General Fitzroy is fond of relating, that the 
first time Sir John Smclair came upon the general's 
farm, he was showing Sir John a field of young ^rZey» 
when the worthy baronet exclaimed, " You are very 
backward in that wheat crop !" " Good heavens \" 
said the general, " can this be the President of the 
Board of Agriculture V* 

Another equally distinguished agriculturist, whose en-^ 
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thusiasm for rural pursaits has always been more than a 
match for any 3klll he possesses in them, was once 
betrayed into a mbtake of a still more ludicrous de- 
scription. It was at the time when the merits of the 
Merino breed of sheep divided the suffrages of the 
wool-growers of England. The gentleman alluded to, 
who was an advocate for the superiority of the Spanish 
^ fleece, brought in his pocket to a meeting of fleece 
amateurs, a sample of Merino wool grown under an 
English sun, with the intention of making an eloquent 
speech in praise of the foreign breed ; and then, by 
way of proof, exhibiting this sample, to the utter con- 
fusion of the partisans of the black faces and South- 
downs. A friend of the Southdowns got a hint of the 
gentieman's design; and being as much of a wag as 
a wool grower, he hit upon a very amusing expedient 
of putting the real knowledge of the Merino advocate 
to tiie t^t Previous to the meetmg, he contrived to 
abstract from the sample of wool in the genUeman's 
pocket a good handful, which he silenUy transferred 
into his own. When the party were all assembled, 
the gendeman made his speech in favour of the Merino 
fabric — a very confident and a veiy warm one — and 
concluded with drawing forth the sample of the wool 
itself, saying, " But, gentiemen, I don't want you to 
take my word on the subject; here is a specimen of 
the wool itself. Only look at it, and be convinced. 
Was there ever so fine a wool seen V* The sample 
being handed round, the sly purloiner now begged to 
put in a word for his own Southdowns. " He was," 
he said, " no speechifyer, but a plain matter of fact 
man ; the Merino wool might be all that they were 
told ; but he had^ a handful of wool in his pocket. 
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which he had shorn that mornmg from the BadL of a 
Southdown wedder, winch he thought quite as fine, 
and he would appeal to the judgment of the company if 
it was not." On this, he exhibited the stolen handful 
of Merino, as genuine Southdown. Most of the 
company were of opinion, that it was every whit as 
good as the Merino ; but the Merino grower himself 
seizing it, eagerly exclaimed, " that he could not 
sufficiently express his surprbe, that gentlemen with 
their eyes open should talk so ; the difference between 
the two wools was as obvious as the difference between 
bladk and white." He went on with great vivacity in 
the same strain, till the witty hoaxer stopped him by 
letting out the secret, to the great amusement of the 
company, and the inexpressible confusion of tlus nice 
discrimmator of rare products. 



LEABNED UBRAEUN. 
M. Bantni, a distingnbhed member of the French 
Academy in the seventeenth century, traveUiag in 
Spain, was presented to the king, Philip III. who 
asked him if he had seen the Escurial? Bantru 
answered in the affirmative. "Well, and what do 
yon think of the library ?" ** I thmk, sire, that yon 
Hbould make your librarian Minister of Finances," 
answered Bantru. " Why ?" asked the king. ** Be- 
cause h^ has never touched any thing entrusted to hia 
care." 
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AN EXPENSIVE JOB. 
A gentleman passing a country church while under 
repair, observed to one of the workmen, that he 
thought it would be an expensive job. " Why, yes," 
replied he ; ** but in my opinion we shall accomplish 
what our reverend divine has endeavoured to do, for 
the last thirty years, in vaiu." "What is that?" 
said the gentleman. " Why, bring all the parish 
to repentance." 

PUFFING. 

The following advertisement from Liston, the comic 
actor, appeared in the newspapers in June, 1817, 
on the approach of his benefit. It is an admirable 
satire on modem puffing: 

" Mr. Liston to the Editor. — Sir, My benefit takes 
place this evening, at Covent Garden Theatre, and I 
doubt not will be splendidly attended. Several 
parties in the first circle of fashion were made, the 
moment it was announced. I shall perform Fogrum 
in The Slave, and Leperello in The Libertine ; and in 
the delineations of those arduous characters, I shall 
display much feeling and discrimination, together 
with great taste in my dresses, and elegance in my 
manner. The audience will be delighted with my 
exertions, and testify by rapturous applause, their 
most decided approbation. 

** When we consider, in addition to my professional 
merits, the loveliness of my person, and fasciTuUims of 
my face, which are only equalled by the amiability 
of my private character^ having never * pinched my 
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children, nor kicked my wife out of bed,' there is 
ho doubt but this pvff will not be inserted in vain. 
** I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

" JwiB 10, 1817." J. LI8T0N." 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE WORLD. 
Lord Anson, the circumnavigator of the globe, suf- 
fered much by gaming. The treasure of the Spanish 
galleons, became the prize of some sharpers at Batb : 
on which occasion it was observed, ''That Lord 
Anson had been round the world, and over 'the world, 
but never in the world." 

CLEVER THIEF. 
At the encampment of a body of the British troops, 
in the Provence of Bojepore in the East Indies, one 
of the officers had a horse stolen, but the thief missing 
the road before he got out of sight of the tents, was 
detected, and brought back. The gentleman highly 
pleased at recovering the horse, and much Surprised 
at the dexterity of the fellow, who carried him oflf 
from the midst of six or seven grooms, was more in- 
clined to admire his address and expertness, than to 
punish him. Next morning his resentment having 
entirely subsided, he yielded to his curiosity. He 
ordered the fellow to be brought before him, and en- 
quired by what contrivance he had effected hb pur- 
pose ? The fellow replied, ** he could not well UU his 
honour, but if he pleased he would slum him." " Well 
then," says the officer, " since you are so bad at de- 
scription, we*ll see how you did it." " Now, sir/* 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 95 

says the artful culprit, " pray take notice, this is the 
way I crawled over the grooms. The next thing was 
to loosen the ropes behind, which I did thus. I then 
clapped a halter, observe, sir, if you please, over the 
neck, thus." "Admirably clever!" exclaimed the 
officer, rubbing his hands. " In this manner," con- 
tinued the fellow, ** I jumped upon his back, and 
when once I am mounted, I give any one leave to 
catch me if he can." On this he gave the horse a 
smart blow, pushed him through the gaping crowd, 
put him to his full speed, and carried him clear off, 
to the no small mortification of the astonished 



INSURANCE. 
The collector in a country church, where a brief 
was read for a sufferer from fire, flattered himself that 
he had been unusually successful in the collection, as 
be fancied he saw an agent to one of the fire offices 
pot a note into the box. On examining the contents, 
however, he found that the note had not issued fipom 
any bank, but merely bore these admonitory words. 
" Let them insure, as they wish to be saved." 

PRIDE OF ANCESTR,Y. 
Sir Toby Bntier, the famous Irish barruter, once 
invited Sir Charles Cole to dinner ; he knew that his 
guest valaed himself on a long line of ancestry, in 
which Sir Toby could have rivalled him, if he had 
not prided himself on his own merit. At dkmer. Sir 
Toby used to ciy out, "Tell my cousin Pat, the 
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butler." "Tell my cousin Corah, the cook." "Tell 
my cousin Terry, the groom, so and so." *' What!" 
said Sir Charles, in a degree of surprise, " I find that 
all your servants are your relations." " To be sure 
they are," said the knight, '- and is it not more praise- 
worthy to retain my own relations for servants, than 
to keep yours." 

A BAD BARGAIN. 
A Persian who kept a parrot, taught it his own 
language. The parrot, in answer to every question, 
would say, ** Dur een ch6k skuch," or, *• What doubt 
is there of that ?" One day the man carried the parrot 
to market for sale, and fixed the price at one hundred 
rupees. A Mogul asked the parrot, " Are you worth 
a hundred rupees ?" it answered, ** What doubt is 
there of that?" The mogul was delighted, bought 
the parrot, and carried it home. Whatever he said, 
he received for answer, " What doubt is there of that ?" 
He then began to repent of his bargain, and said, 
" What a fool I was to buy this bird !" The parrot 
sud, " What doubt is there of that ?" The Mogul 
smiled, and gave the bird its liberty. 

ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS. 
*' Opinion and belief," says Lord Kaimes, " are 
influenced by afi^ection and propensity." The story 
of a lady and a curate viewing the moon through a 
telescope, is a pleasant i^ustration. " I perceive," 
says the lady, " two shadows inclining to each other — 
Aey are certainly two happy lover*." " Not at aH," 
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replies the curate ; '* they are two steeples of a 
cathedral." 



A SUBJECT. 
A singular circumstance once occurred at Mr. 
Brooks'Si a surgeon, in Blenheim Street, Oxford Street. 
A coach drew up to the door^ where subjects for dissec- 
tion are received, and a body in a sack was deposited 
on the top of the stairs leading to the dissection room. 
The coachman and assistants made their bow as usual 
upon such occasions, and left the subject Mr. Brooks 
happened to be present, and he asked one of his men 
why he did not tumble the body down stairs ? The 
man, in compliance with his master's mandate, began to 
perform his woik, by taking hold of the end of the 
sack, and having got it down two steps, a living subject 
threw his naked arms and shoulders out, and begged 
for his life, not relishing being tumbled down about 
twenty stone steps. A scene of confusion followed, 
easier conceived than described. Mr. Brooks stood 
over the subject with a brace of loaded pbtols, whilst 
his attendants flew for an officer. Prompt assistance 
was had, and the fellow, in a complete state of nudity, 
was imploring mercy with the engines of destruction 
at his heaid, when that assistance arrived. The account 
he gave of himself was, that he had come from 
Teddington that day, but that he had got so drunk he 
did not know how he came there. He said he had no 
recollection of the person or persons who brought him 
there, or where he had been. Mr. Brooks observed, 
that men run for wagers in sacks, and at his suggestion 
the sack was tied round his chin, and a hole being 
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cat throagh the bottom for hb feet, he was con- 
veyed away by a constable to the watch-houie in » 
coach. 



SIR THOMAS COULSON. 
Sir Thomas Coulsoii being present with a friend at ^ 
the burning of Drary Lane Theatre, and observing 
several engines hastening to the spot where the fire 
had been extinguished, remarked that they were 
" ingens cui lumen ademptum." 

CROSS-WRITING. 

A French Inshop writing letters at the same time to 

Cardinal de Fleury and the Duchess of C n, by 

mistake, directed one letter for the other: that intended 
for the duchess^ but which the cardinal received, was 
as follows : 

'* I have just now wrote to his old eminence, ray 
charming queen, to entreat hb leave to return to Paris ; 
I make no doubt but he will grant it : as for the rest, 
tlie air is so pure here, that I have acquired a good 
stale of health, as you will perceive, when I oome to 
have the happiness of seeing you." 

The prelate was unconscious of the blunder he had 
committed, un^ he reomved the following Answer, 
which the cardiaal immediatdy sent him : 

** Hb oM enunence advises yon to extinguidi 
jaor passion : his majesty Orders you to remain in 
your diocese till former orders, and requires that your 
life and conversation may bte as pure as the air you 
breathe ; and tfiat you make no other use of your 
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good state of health, but to discharge the duties of 
your function/* 

COUNTRY QUARTERS. 
A lady advanced in age, and in a declining state 
of healthy went by the advice of the physician, Dr. 
Hunter, (who relates the anecdote) to take lodgings 
in a village near the metropolis. She agreed for a 
suit of rooms, and coming down stairs observed, that 
th^ balustrades were much out of repair. " These,*' 
said the lady, *' must be mended, before I can think 
of coming to live here." " O no, madam," replied 
the landlady, ** that would answer no purpose, as the 
undertaker's men in bringing down the coffins would 
break them again immediately." 

VOLTAIRE AND CHESTERFIELD. 
The late Lord Chesterfield happened to be at a rout 
in France, where Voltaire was one of the guests; 
Chesterfield seemed gazing about the brilliant circle of 
the ladies ; Voltaire accosted him, " My lord, I know 
you are a judge ; which are more beautiful, the English 
or French ladies?" "Upon my word, (replied his 
lordship, with his usual presence of mind,) I am no 
connoisseur of paintings,'* Some time after this, Vol- 
taire being in London, happened to be at a nobleman's 
rout with Lord Chesterfield ', a lady in company, prodi- 
giously painted, directed her whole discourse to Vol- 
taire, and entirely engrossed his conversation. Chester- 
field came up, tapped him on the shoulder, saying, 
" Sir, take care you are not captivated." " My lord, 
k2 
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(replied the French wit,) I scorn to be taken by an 

English vessel under French colours.*' 

COLLINS AND LANGHORNE. 
Langhorne, knowing that Collins was buried at 
Chichester, travelled thither to visit the grave of his 
favourite poet On enquiry, he found that Mr. 
Collins was interred in a sort of a garden, surrounded 
by the cloister of the cathedral, which is called the 
Paradise, and into this burial ground he was admitted 
by the sexton. In the evening he fiupped with an 
inhabitant of the town, and on describing to him the 
spot sacred to his sorrow, he was told, that his effusions 
of feeling had not been misapplied, for he had been 
lamenting a very honest man, and a very useful 
member of society, Mr, CoUins, ilie tailor, 

MR. CliAM*S& YORKE. 
When Mr» CharUft "^orke was returned a member 
for the University of Cambridge, about the year 1770, 
he went rofjirfd the senate to thank those who had 
voted for him. Among the number was a Mr. P. 
who was proverbial for having the largest and most 
hideous face that ever was seen. Mr. Yorke, in 
thanking him, said, " Sir, I have great reason to be 
thankful to my friends in general, but confess myself 
under a particular obligation to you, for the very re- 
markable countenance you have shown me upon this 
occasion*" 
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SHERIDAN. 
As Mr. Sheridan was travelling to town in one of 
the public coaches, for the pttrpose of canvassing 
Westminster, at the time when Mr. Paull was his 
opponent, he found himself in company with two 
Westminster electors. In the course of conversation, 
one of them asked the other to whom he meant to 
give his vote ? When his friend replied, " To Paull 
certainly ; for thon^ I think him but a shabby sort 
of a felh)w, I would vote for any one ratber than 
that rascal Sheridan V *• Do you know Sheridan ?" 
enquired the stranger. " Not I, sir,'' answered Ike 
gentleman, " nor should I wish to know him." The con- 
versation dropped bene ; but when the party aKgfated 
to breakfast, Sheridan called aside the other gen- 
tleman and said, " Pray who is that very agreeable 
friend of your's ? he is one of the pkfasantest fettows 
I ever met with ; and I 4iondi>e gM la know bis 
name ?" ** His name is 'Mr. T.; "b© li an eminent 
lawyer, and resides in Lincoln's Inn fields." Break- 
fast over, the party resumed thetr seats in "the ooacfa ; 
soon after wbich, Sheridan turned the discourse to the 
law. ** It is," said he, "n fine profession. Men 
may rise from H to the highest eminence iu the «tate ; 
and it gives vast scope to the display of talent ; 
many of the most virtuous and noble charsoters 
recorded in our history have been lawyers. I am 
sorry, however, to add, tiiat some of the greatest 
rascals have also been lawyers ; but of all the rascals 
of lawyers I ever heard of, the greatest is oneT. 
who lives in Lincoln's Inn Fields." The gentleman, 

K 3 
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fired at the charge, said very angrily, " I am Mr. T. 

sir." " And I am Mr. Sheridan/' was the reply. 

The jest was instantly seen ; they shook hands, and 

instead of voting against tlie facetious orator, the 

lawyer exerted himself warmly in promoting his 

election. 



PIGMY. BATTLE. 
A ludicrous quarrel once took place between 
Count Joseph Boruwlaski, the nobleman of three 
feet high, and the celebrated dwarf Bebe, who resided 
with Stanislaus, Kbg of Poland, which is related by 
Borawlaski in his memoirs. " One day (says he) we 
were both in the apartment of his majesty the King 
of Poland. The prince having much caressed me, 
and asked several questions, to which I returned 
satbfactory answers, seemed pleased with my replies, 
and testified his pleasure and approbation in the most 
affectionate manner; then, addressing Bebe, he said 
to him, ** You see, Bebe, what a difference there is 
between Joujon (the name of Boruwiaski) and you ; 
he is amiable, cheerful, entertuning, and full of 
knowledge ; whereas you are but a little machine." 
At these words I saw fury sparkle in hb eyes ; he 
answered nothing, but^is countenance and blush 
proved enough that he was violently agitated. A 
moment after, the king being gone to his closet, 
Bebe availed himself of that instant to execute his 
revengeful projects ; and slily approaching, seised 
me by the waist, and endeavoured to push me into 
the fire. Luckily J laid hold with both my hands of 
an iron hook, by which, in chimnies, the shovels and 
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tongs are kept upright, and thus I prevented his 
wicked designs. The noise I made in defending 
myself brought back the king, who came to my 
assbtance, and saved me from that imoiinent danger. 
He afterwards called for his servants, put Bebe into 
their hands, and begged them to inflict on him a cor- 
poral punishment." 

TRIBUTE TO BEAUTY. 
As the late beautiful Duchess of Devonshure was 
one day stepping out of her carriage, a dustman, who 
was accidentally standing by, and was about to regale 
himself with his accustomed whiff of tobacco, 
caught a glance of her countenance, and instantly ex- 
claimed, ** Love and bless you, my lady, let me light 
my pipe in your eyes !" It is said the duchess was 
so delighted with this compliment, that she frequently 
afterwards checked the strain of adulation, which 
was so constantly offered to her charms, by saying, 
" Oh ! after the dustman's compliment, all others are 
inupid." 

ROYAL CHAPLAINS. 
The dinner daily prepared for the royal chaplains 
at St James's, was reprieved for a time from sus- 
pension by an effort of wit. King Charles the 
Second had appointed a day for duiing with his 
chaplains, before an end should be put to these 
dinners. It was Dr. South's turn to say grace ; and 
whenever the king thus honoured his chaplains, the 
prescribed formula ran thus : ** God save the king. 



d by Google 



104 PERCY ANECDOTES, 

and bless the dinner." Oar witty div^ine took the 
liberty of transposing the words, by saying, ** God 
bless the king and save the dinner." ** And It shall 
be saved," said the king, who kept his word. 



DR. DONNE. 
Dr. Donne, the Dean of St. PauFs, having married 
a lady of a rich and noble family, without the con- 
sent of the parents, was treated with great aspenty. 
Having been told by the father that he was to expect 
no money hom him, the doctor west home snd 
wrote ihe following note to him, " John Dowie, 
Anne Donne, undone.** This quibUe had the 
desired eSket, aud tfee diirtressed coeple were restored 
to favow. 



FOOTE. 
A person talking to Foote of an acquaintance of 
his, who was 90 avaricious as even to lament the 
prospect of bis fuilerai expenses, though a short time 
before he bad beek censoring one of his own rela- 
tions for his parsimonious temper—" Now is it not 
Strange," coBOnued he, "that this man would not 
take the beam oat of his own eye, before he attempted 
the mote in other people's ?" " Why, so I dare 
say he would," cried Foote, " if he was sure of selHng 
the timber." 
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THE PRIOR OF COSMO. 
In (he reign of Louis XI. of France, the Prior of 
Cosmo obtained the king's permission to make a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land ; and so much time 
elapsed after his departure, that it became the fixed 
belief of many, but especiaUy of those ^ho had any 
interest in so believing, that he had either died 
during his journey, or was held in perpetual captivity 
by the infidels. Among those who most perti- 
naciously held this opinion, was one of the king's 
chaplains, who had long set his eye and heart on 
what he willingly considered the vacant priory ; and 
so firequently and forcibly did he contrive to ezpref s 
his conviction on this head, that the king himself 
began at last to consider, that what was every day 
asserted, could not very well be without foundation, 
and the chapldn became, in consequence, prior of 
Cosmo. Scarcely, however, had he begun to have a 
lively sense of his sovereign's goodness, and his own 
comfort, and to feel himself at home in his new dig- 
nity, when, one morning, blanched with fatigue and 
age, and supporting his enfeebled frame on his long 
pilgrim's staff, the old prior himself made his ap- 
pearance at the royal levee. As may be supposed, 
this sudden apparition produced much surprise, and 
a little awkwardness. Louis XI. had too high notions 
of royal consistency, ever to undo what he had once 
done, whether right or wrong ; while, at the same 
time, his generous duposition would not suffer him 
to regard the offence of the old man's being thus 
inconveniently alive, as calluig for any severe or 
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immediate punishment. He, therefore, received him 
very graciously ; touched as lightly as possible upon 
the loss of his priory ; spoke of omitting no oppor- 
tunity of benefiting him, in any way he might be 
able to point out ; asked questions about the grand 
Turk ; and concluded by consigning him to Philip 
de Comines, his secretary for the home department, 
•who, with a most friendly squeeze of the hand, 
bowed him out of his apartment The old man had, 
unfortunately, however, some stubborn notions of 
right about him, which prevented his acquiescing, as 
readily as became a loyal subject, in the loss he had 
sustained, notwithstanding the very flattering manner 
in which it was palliated. On the contrary, he 
omitted no opportunity of presenting himself before 
the royal countenance, and requesting in earnest, but 
respectful terms, that his priory might be restored 
to him. Now, not only was there a degree of pro- 
voking obstuiacy in tliis conduct, but there was even 
an odour of treason about it ; for, as Louis justly 
reasoned, thus to iterate his suit, was by implication 
to assert, that without such iteration it would prove 
unavailing; and what was this but to impeach the 
sovereign's prime attribute of justice, and thus 
covertly to hold him up as unfit for his kingly office ? 
It was upon the spur of some such reflections as 
these, and immediately after an interview with the 
importunate subject of them, that Louis calling to his 
friend and minister, Tristan, bade him, without d^ay, 
dispose of the prior of Cosmo, that he might be no 
inore troubled with him. Now, Tristan was not 
only too loyal to dbpute his master's will, but he had, 
moreover, that delicacy of feeling which forbad him 
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to pry into the reasons by which it might be influenced. 
Jo his mind, the will of heaven and that of the kmg 
were the same thing ; or rather, the latter claimed a 
superiority over the former, in proportion as the cos- 
sequences of obedience and rebellion, in the latter 
case, were more sensible and more immediate than in 
the former. He accordingly took an opportunity of 
calling on the prior that same evening, whom he found, 
nothing aware of his approaching fate, enjoying a 
social hour in the company of a few particular friends. 
As Tristan was well known t& be a favourite at court, 
it may be supposed he was received with the utmost 
politeness, and requested to take a seat at the table ; 
an invitation he at first modestly declmed ; but, upon 
being pressed, he consented to take a single glass of 
wine ; after which he requested a few moments private 
conversation with the prior, to whom, as soon as tliey 
were alone, he presented the royal order, together with 
the sack in which he was to be enclosed, and thrown 
into the Seine. 

The next morning, as King Loub was taking the 
fur in the garden of the Louvre, chatting freely with 
his faithful Tristan, on matters concerning the welfare 
of his realm, and inwardly congratulating himself on 
being at length quit of tfic eternal prior, on turning 
suddenly the corner of an alley, t« his Jnexpiessible 
dismay, he beheld the apparition of the old bearded 
suitor again craw^ling towards him. " Ah, traitor !'* 
. he exclaimed, tummg upon Tristan, " did I iiot charge 
you to rid me of that prior, and here he is again before 
me ?'* " Sire," replied the terrified favourite, " you 
charged me to rid you of the prior of Cosmo, and I 
went accordingly to the priory, whence I took and 
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drowned him, yesterday evening* But, gradous sir, 
there is no harm done by the mistake ; a prior more 
or less, can make but little difference : this evening 
I'll rid you of this one also." "No, no," said the 
king, smiling graciously, (for he was a monarch of 
most le^timate facetiousness,) " one prior is enough 
at a time. Go, old man, and take possession of your 
priory, you'll now find it vacant" 



THE SHAKESPEARE GALLERY. 

When Alderman Boydell, in ord^r to encourage the 
fine arts, and do honour to his country, first proposed 
his magnificent and superb edition of Shakespeare, an 
envious cotemporaiy imputed it to the vanity of the 
alderman, who thus wished to graft his humble name 
upon the fame of the immortal bard, and the following 
jeu d'esprit appeared in one of the daily journals : 

" Old father Time, as Ovid sings. 
Is a great eater up of things. 

And, without salt or mustard. 
Will gulp you down a castle wall. 
As easily as at Guildhall 

An alderman eats custard. 

But Boydell, careful of his fame. 
By grafting it on Shakespeare's name, 

Aall beat his nei^bour hollow ; 
For to the bard of Avon's stream 
Old Time has said, with Polypheme, 

You'll be the last I'll swaUow." 
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GOLLEY GIBBER. 
Golley Gibber belonged to a dob composed ol 
persom of the first faahjon, who occasionallj met al 
the Globe, then a celebrated taremm Govent Garden. 
This meeting, intended for the enjoyment of wit and 
wme, was often interrupted by a set of visitants, who 
were constantly adding to the ordinary supper some 
of the most expensive dishes they could think of. 
Gibber, who did not then eat supper, saw this, and 
was determined to have his joke. Accordingly he 
one night spoke to the waiter to bay him a pt^ of 
silk stockings, and cinrge it tv bis aoeoant When 
Hbt bill came op, the first item was, « To Mr. Gibber's 
sapper, one pait of #hite silk ^ckhigs, I85/' This 
raised a genertil Itmgh, as supposing Ibe article to hare 
crept into the bBi by the winter's mi^ts&e. However, 
Gibber very gravely set them right, by assuring them 
it was by his order ; as he saw no reason why he 
should not go to as mtich expense about his legs, as 
ikey did about tbeiir stomachs. Tbei tepnof was too 
JQSt not 10 be leh } abd the ^etlce was, through 
shame, disoontibned for the fotorei. 



NOBILITY. 
In England, as the titles of nobility are limited, 
and cannot be usurped by fieticus characters without 
detecl3oii, they confer a degreiC of consideration upon 
the possessor, fkr superior to what is observed in foreign 
coimtiiear wbeia thdy atre aboaidant to an extreme, 
and where eteffj needy aidvealiuref can aasome them. 
A German Baron, In decision, once observed to a 

L 
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French Marquis, that the title of Marquis was verj 
common in France. " I" added he, laughing, " have 
a Marquis in my kitchen.'' " And I,'' returned the 
Frenchman, who felt himself insulted, "have a 
German Baron in my stable." This repartee was 
particularly happy ; it behig well known that German 
grooms are as common out of their own country, as 
French cooks. 



COUNCIL OF TRENT. 
M. Danez, envoy from the court of France to the 
council of Trent, spoke very strongly against the court 
of Rome, and in favour of the reformation. When 
be had concluded, an Italian prelate said with con- 
tempt, GcUlus cantat, M. Danez immediately replied, 
Utinam ad galli cantum Petrw resipisceret, 

SMART REPLY. 
Some school-boys meeting a poor woman driving 
asses, one of them said to her, ** Good morning, mother 
of asses." " Good morning, my child," was the 
reply. 

TRANSLATIONS. 
A French poet having lately undertaken the arduous 
task of translating Shakespeare into his own language, 
was much puzzled with the lines in Henry IV. — 

** E'en such a man, so faint, so spiritless. 
So dull, so dead in look, so woe begone." 

The early part he got on with pretty well ; but at 
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length concluded the verse with, " Si trUte allez 
votts en" 

Another of these translators rendered " Oat, out 
brief candle," " Sortez, sortez courte chandelle" 

A third, who translated '' Much ado about Nothing" 
for the Parisian stage, thus entitled it : " Beaucofwp de 
bruit peu de chose" 

A Paris paper, quoting from the Freeman's Journal, 
calls it the Journal des hammes litres. This reminds us 
of a Frenchman, who published his travels in England, 
and speaking of the Green Man and Still, translated 
it, L*homme vert et tranquille. 

In the French Dictionnaire Biographiqne, under 
the article Charles I. it is stated that the anniversary 
of his death is observed in England by a general fa^t, 
par un jeHne gtnSral A German translated the 
passage thus : " The anniversary of the death of 
Charles the First is still observed in England by a 
yifung general" 

A French author, in his translation of Cicero's 
Letters to Athens, meeting with this expression, " Fridie 
autem apud me Crassipes fuerat ;" has rendered it, 
" Le jour precedent Gros-pied f6t chez moi." 

Sir John Pringle, in one of his works, having cured 
a soldier by the use of two quarts of dog and duck 
water daily (a mineral spring in St George's Fields) ; 
a French physician, in his translation, specifies it as 
" an excellent broth made of a dog and a duck." 

L'2 
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A French writer relating that the great Duke oC 
Marlborough broke an officer, translated it by roa6» 
«' broken on the wheel." 

Another French writer, in translating Clbber's play 
of Love's last Shift, entitled it thus : " La demiere 
Chemise de TAmour.'' 

Another, in his life of Congreve, has translated the 
play of the Mooming Bride, L*Epottse du Matin. 



REFORMING A SCX)LD. 

In thd early period of the history of Methodism, 
some of Mr. Wesley's opponents, in the excess ji{ 
their zeal against enthudasm, took up a whole waggon 
load of methodists, and carried thbm before a justice. 
When they were asked what these. persons had done, 
there was an awkward silence ; at last one of the 
accusers said, " Why, they pretended to be better 
^an other people; and hesndes, they prayed from 
morning to night." The magistrate asked if they had 
done any thing else ? " Yes, sir," said an old man, 
** an't please your worship ; they converted my wife, 
mi she went among them, she had such a tongue ! 
and now she is as quiet as a lamb." " Carry tiiem 
back, carry them back," swd the magistrate, " and 
let them convert all the scolds in the town." 



GASCON REPROVED. 
A descendant of a family in Gascony, celebrated 
for its flow of language and love of talking, and not 
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for any deeds of glorj, descanted before a numerous 
company upon the well-known bravery of his ancestors 
and relations. He then, to show that the race had 
not degenerated, modestly launched into a faithful 
description of his own battles, duels, and successes. 
He was once, he said, a passenger on. board a French 
frigate daring the war, and falling in with an English 
squadron composed of three seventy-fours, fought with 
them for five hours, when luckily the ship taking fire, 
he was blown up with ten of his countrymen, and 
dropped into one of the seventy-fours, the crew of 
which laid down their arms and surrendered ; while 
the two remaining men of war, struck with dismay at 
the sight of one of their ships in the possession of the 
epemy, crowded sails and ran away ! 

Such were his faithful accounts, with which he 
would still have continued to annoy the compimy, 
had not one of his countrymen, more enlightened, 
frankly acknowledged the natural propensity which 
leads the inhabitants of Gascony to revel in imaginary 
scenes, resolved to awe Mm into silence, and thus 
addressed him : " All your exploits are mere common 
place, in comparison to those which I have achieved ; 
and I will relate a single one that surpasses all yours." 

The babbler opened hb ears, no doubt secretly 
intending to appropriate this story to himself in future 
time, when none of the hearers should be present, 
and modestly owned, that all those he had mentioned 
wei^' m^re childrens' tdcks, performed without any 
exertion, but that he had some in store, which might 
shine imobscured by the side of the most brilliant 
deeds of ancient ages. 

" One evening," said the other, " as 1 was returning 
L 3 
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to town from the country, I had to pass through a 
narrow lane, well known for being infested with high* 
wajraen. My horse was in good order, my pistols 
loaded, and my broad-sword hung at my side ; I en- 
tered the lane without any apprehension. Scarcely 
had I reached the middle, when a loud shout behind 
me, made me turn ray head, and I saw a man with a 
short gun running fast towards me ; I was going to fkce 
him with my horse, when two men, with large cudgeb 
in their hands, rushing from the hedges, seized the 
reins, and threatened me with instant death. Un- 
daunted, I took my two pistols, but before I had time 
to fire, one was knocked out of my hand, the other 
went off, and one of the robbers fell. I then drew 
my sword, and though bruised by the blow I had re- 
ceived, struck with all my might, and split the head of 
the other in two. Freed firom any danger on thdr 
side, I attempted a second time to turn my horse.'^ 
Here he paused a while ; and our babbler longing to 
know the end of this adventure, exclaimed, " And the 
third?" "Oh, the third!" answered the other ; "he 
shot me dead." 



LrrEBARY BLUNDERS. 
A blunder has been related of the monks in tiie 
dark ages, which was likely enough to happen, when 
ignorance was so prevalent. A rector of a parish 
going to law with his parishioners, about paving the 
church, quoted the authority from St Peter : " Paveant 
illi, non paveat ego :" which he construed, " They are 
to pave the church, and not I.'' Thb was allowed to 
be good law by the judge, who was also an ecclesiastic, 
and the rector gamed his cause. 
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Dr. Johnson, while compilfaig his dictionary, sent a 
note to ^ Gentleman's Magazine, to enquire the ety- 
mology of the word ovrmydoeon. Haring obtained 
the desired information, he recorded in his woric the 
obligation to an anonymous writer : ** Curmi7i>geon, s, 
a vloious way of pronouncing oeeur mSchant, An un^ 
known oorrespondent'' 

Ash copied the word into his dictionary, in the fol- 
lowing manner i 

CuBMVDGBON, ffom the Fr^oh, c(Bur, ** unknown,'' 
and miobantf *' correspondent." 

GASCONADES. 

A Gascon passing one night through a church-yard, 
thought he saw a spectre drawing forth his sword ; he. 
caUed oat aloud» " Aha ! do you want to be killed a 
sec<»id time ? I am your man." 

Another hero of the same country used to say, tiiat 
** he coqld not look intQa mirror," without being afraid 
of himsell 

Wheii Kobespierre had been guillotined at Paris, a 
Gascon officer in the French army thus expressed the 
dread he had entertained of that tyrant : ** As often 
as the name of Robespierre was mentioned to me, I 
used to take off my hat, in order to see if my bead 
was in it" 

THEATRICAL CORRESPONDENCE, 
A man of the name of Stone, who was frequentiy 
employed by Garrick to get lecraits for the low parts 
of the drama, had hired a fellow to perform the cha- 
racter of the Bishop of Wmchester, in Shakespeare's 
play of Htnry the lE^hth ; but on the lught of perform- 
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ance sent a note to Garrick, in these words. *' Sir, 
the Bishop of Winchester is getting drunk at the 
Bear, and swears he will not play to night. I am 
yours, &c. w. stone." 

To this Oarrick immediately replied. ** Stone, the 
bishop may go to the devil. I do not know a greater 
rascal, except yourself. d. o." 

Some time after. Stone wrote as follows. " Sir, 
Mr. Lacy turned me out of the lobby yesterday. I 
only ax'd for my two guineas for the last bishop, and 
be said I should not have a farthing. I cannot live 
upon air. I have a few cupids you may have cheap, 
as they belong to a poor journeyman shoemaker I 
drink with now and then. I am, &c. 

W. STONE." 

Answer, *' Stone, you are the best fellow in the 
world; bring the cupids to the theatre to-morrow; 
if they are under six, and well made, you shall have 
a guinea a piece for them. If you can get me two 
good murderers, I will pay you handsomely, parti- 
cularly the spouting fellow who keeps the apple stall 
on Tower Hill ; the cut in his face is just the thing. 
Pick me up an alderman or two for Richard, if you 
can ; and 1 have no objection to treat with you for a 
comely mayor, d. o." 

PARLIAMENTARY BULLS. 

On account of the great number of suicides, a 
member of the House of Commons moved for leave 
to bring in a bill, to make it a capital offence. 

Li May, 1784> a bill introduced to limit the privi- 
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lege of franking, wat sent from the parliament of 
Ireland for the royal approbation. It contained a 
claase, " That should a member be unable to write, 
he might authorize another person to frank for him» 
provided that on the back of the letter so franked, 
the member gives a certificate, under his hoTtd, of his 
inability to write. 

In a bill for pulling down the old Newgate in 
Dublin, and rebuilding it in the same spot, it was 
enacted, that to prevent unnecessary expense, the 
prisoners should remain in the old gaol, till the new 
one was fimshed. 

When Sir John Scott (now Lord Eldon) brought 
in his bill for restraining the liberty of the press, a 
member moved as an additional clause, that all anony- 
mous works should have the name of the author 
printed on the title-page. 

FINE WRITING. 
Mr. Dryden happening to pass an evening in com- 
pany with the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl of 
Kochester, Lord Dorset, and some other gentlemen 
of the first distinction, and reputation for gemus, the 
conversation turned oh literary subjects, such as 
elegance of style, fertility of invention, &c. It was 
in the end agreed, that each person should write 
something on whatever subject chanced to strike his 
fancy, and place it under the candlestick. Mr. 
Dryden, as one with whom there was no contending, 
was excepted from the competition, but appointed 
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judge of the whole. Some of the company were at 
more than ordmary pains to excel ; the person who 
seemed to enter into the thing with the least concern, 
was Lord Dorset, who with a careless air wrote two or 
three lines, and slipped them into the place assigned. 
When they had all deposited their pieces, Dryden 
proceeded to examine them. In perusing them, he 
manifested strong marks of pleasure and satisfaction ; 
but at one in particular, he was in the roost boundless 
rapture. ** I roust acknowledge," said he, ** that 
there are abundance of fine things in my hands, and 
such as do honour to the personages who wrote them ; 
but I am under the indispensible necessity of giving 
the highest preference to Lord Dorset. I must re- 
quest yon will hear it yourselves, gentlemen ; and be- 
lieve each and every one of you will approve my 
judgment 

' I promise to pay John Dryden, Esq. or order, on 
demand, the sum of five hundred pounds, dorset.' 

" I roust confess," continued Dryden, *' that I am 
equally charmed with the style and the subject ; and 
I fiatter myself, gentlemen, that I stand in need of 
no arguments to induce you to join with me in opinion 
against yourselves. ^This kind of writing exceeds 
any other, whether ancient or modem. It is not the 
essence, but the quintessence of language ; and is in 
fiact reason and argument surpassing every thing." 

The company all readily concurred with the bard, 
and every one was forward to express a due admi- 
ration of his lordship's skill in fine writing, with 
which it is probable tiiat Mr. Dryden was still more 
satisfied than any of tliero. 
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BEGGING QUARTER. 
A French regiment at the battle of Spires had orders 
to give no quarter. A German officer being taken, 
begged his life. The Frenchman replied, '' Sir, you 
may ask me any other favour ; but as for your life, it 
is impossible for me to grant it.*' 

GEORGE FAULKNER. 
When Foote was acting in Dublin, he introduced 
into one of his pieces, called the Orators, the character 
of George Faulkner, the celebrated printer, whose 
manners and dress he so closely imitated, that the 
poor fellow could not appear in public, without meet- 
iag with the scoffs and jeers of the very boys in 
the streets. Enraged at the ridicule thus brought 
upon him, Faulkner one evening treated to the seats 
of the gods all the deviU of the printing office, for the 
express purpose of their hissing and hooting Foote off 
the stage. Faulkner placed himself in the pit, to 
enjoy the actor's degradation ; but when the objec- 
tionable scene came on, the unfortunate printer was 
excessively chagrined to find, that so far from a groan 
or a hiss being heard, his gallery friends partook of 
the comical laugh. The next morning he arraigned 
his inky conclave, inveighed against them for having 
neglected his injunctions, and on demanding some 
reason for their treachery, was lacerated ten times 
deeper by the simplicity of their answer : " Arrab, 
master," said the spokesman, " do not be after tipping 
us your blarney ; do you think we did not know you ? 
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Sure 'twas your own tweet self that was on the stage* 
and shower light upon us, if we go to the playhouse 
to hiss our worthy master/' 

Failing in tliis experiment, Faulkner commenced an 
action against Foote, and got a Terdict of damages 
to the amount of three hundred pounds. This drove 
Foote back to England, where he resumed hb mimicry, 
and humorously took off the lawyers on his trial, 
and the judges who had condemned him. 



JOHNNY M'CREE BETWEEN TRAGEDY 
AND COMEDY. 
An eccentric Scotchman once applied to Mr. 
Garrick to introduce a production of his on the stage. 
The Scotchman was such a good-humoured iellow, 
that he was called " honest Johnny M'Cree.'' Johnny 
wrote four acts of a tragedy, which he showed to 
J\Ir. Ganick, who dissuaded him from finishing it, 
telling him that his talent did not lie that way ; so 
Johnny abandoned his tragiedy, and set about writing 
a comedy. When this was finished, he showed it to 
Mr. Garrick, who found it more exceptionable tlian 
the tragedy, and of course could not be persuaded to 
bring it forward on the stagie. This surprised poor 
Johnny, and he remonstrated. '* Nae, now David,'' 
said he, " did nae you tell rae thai my talents did 
nae lie iu tragedy ?" *' Yes," replied Garrick, ** but 
I did not tell you that ibey lay in comedy." ** Then," 
exclaimed Johnny, *' gin they diona lie there, where 
the deel do they lie, Du>n." 
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ENGLISH HOSPITALITY. 

Prince George of Denmark, the busl>and of Queen 
Anne, in passing through Bristol, went to the Exchange, 
accompanied by one gentleman only, and remained 
there until the merchants had pretty generally with- 
drawn, none of whom had suffident resolution to speak 
to bim. At length a person of the name of John 
Dnddlestone, a bodice maker, mustered the necessary 
<K>arage, and gouig'up to the prince, enquired if he was 
not the husband of Queen Anne? Having learned 
that this was the case, Duddlestone said, he had 
observed with much concern, that n<»ie of the merchants 
bad invited the prince home to dinner ; but this was 
not for want of love to the queen, or to him, bat 
because they did not consider themselves prepared to 
receive so great a man. He added, that he was ashamed 
to think of his royal highness dimng at an inn, and 
therefore entreated that be would go home and dine 
with him, and bring ^be gentleman along with him, 
informing him, that be had a piece of good . beef and 
a plum pudding, witii ale of his dame's owa brewing. 
The prince admired the loyalty of the man, and though 
he had ordered dinner at the White lion, he accom- 
panied the bodice maker home. Duddlestone called 
hb wife, who was up stairs, desiring her to put on a 
clean apron, and come down, for the queen's husband 
and another gentleman were come to dme with them. 
She immediately came down with her clean blue apron, 
and was immediately saluted by the prince. In the 
course of the dinner, the prince invited his host to 
town, and bring his wife with him, at the same time 

M 
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giving him a card, to facilitate his infrodacttoR at 

court. 

A few months after, Duddlcjstone, with his wife 
behind him, on horseback, set out for London, where 
they soon found the prince, and were by him intro- 
duced to the queen. Her majesty received them most 
graciously, and invited them to an approaching dinner, 
informing them, that they must have new clothes for 
the occasion. They were allowed to choose for them- 
selves, when both selected purple velvet, such as the 
prince had then on. The dresses were prepared, and 
they were introduced by the queen herself, as the most ^ 
loyal persons in Bristol, and tlie only ones in that city 
who had invited the prince, her husband, to their house. 
After the entertainment was over, the queen desired 
Duddlestone to kneel, laid a sword on his head> and, to 
use Lady Duddlestone's own words,said to him, " Ston 
up. Sir Jan." He was then offered money, or a place 
under government ; but he would not accept either, 
informing the queen, that he had ^50 out at interest, 
and he apprehended that the number of people he saw 
about court must be very expensive. The queen 
made Lady Duddlestone a present of her gold watch 
from her side, which her ladyship considered so great 
an ornament, that she never went to market^ without 
having it suspended over her blue apron. 



GRAVE WHIM. 

In the Thuana, we read of a passionate old judge, 
who was sent into Gascony, with very considerable 
powers, to examine into many abuses which had crept 
into the administration of justice. Arrivmg late at 
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Port St Mary, he asked "how near he was to the 
city of Agen ?" They told him two leagues. He then 
determined to proceed that same eyening, although 
they told him that the leagues were long, and the roads 
▼ery bad. In consequence of his obstinacy, the judge 
was bemired, benighted, and almost shaken to pieces. 
He reached Agen however by midnight, with tired 
horses, harassed spirits, and went to bed in a very ill 
hnmour. The next morning he summoned the court 
of justice to meet ; when after having opened his com- 
mission in form, his first decree was, ** that for the 
• future, the distance from Agen to Port St. Mary should 
be reckoned " six leagues." And this decree he 
ordered to be registered in the records of the province, 
before he would proceed to any other business. 



NOVEL DRIVE. 

Among the many fanciful experiments made by 
George, the third Earl of Orford, was one of driving 
four red deer, (stags) in a phaeton, instead of horses. 
He succeeded in reducing them to perfect discipline, 
and often took excursions with them in the public 
roads. It happened at last, as he was one day driving 
them to Newmarket, that their ears were accidentally 
saluted with the cry of a pack of hounds, who soon 
after approaching the road, immediately caught scent 
of the four in hand, and commenced a new sort of 
chase. In vain did his lordship exert all his chariot- 
eering skill ', in vain did his well-trained grooms endea> 
Tour to ride before them : reins, trammels, and the * 
weight of the carriage, were of no effect; off they 
went with the celerity of a whirlwind, and this modem 
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phston bade £ur to ezperienoe the fate of bi3 name- 
sake. Luckily, howewet, his lordship bad been accus- 
tomed to drive these fiery-eyed steeds to the Ram Inn 
in Newmarket, which was most happily at hand. Into 
the yard they suddenly bounded, to the dismay of the 
ostlers and stable boys; here they were fortunately 
overpowered, and the stags, the phsston> and his lord- 
ship, were all instantaneously huddled together, in a 
large bam, just as the hounds appeared in full cry at 
Uiegate. 



THE PLOUGHMAN. AND HIS 
PATER-NOSTER. 

In an old jest book in the Roxburgh collection, 
called ** Tales and Quick Answers, very Mery, and 
pleasant to Rede,'' we find one, of which many versions 
have been given. It b headed, " Of the Ploughman 
that sayde his Pater-noster ;" and proceeds thus : — 
A rude uplandisshe ploughman, which on a ^me 
reprovinge a good holy father, sayd that he could saye 
all his prayers with a hale mynde and stedfast inten- 
tion, without thinkying on any other thinge. To whome 
the good holy man sayde, " Go to, say one Pater- 
noster to the ende, and thynke on no other thinge, 
and I will give the myn horse.'' " That I shall do," 
quod the ploughman ; and so began to saye. Pater' 
noster qui es in ceUs, tylle he came to tanetificeiur 
nomen tvum, and then his thought moved him to ask 
this question : *' Yea, but shaU I have the sadil and 
bridel withal?" and so he lost his bargain. 
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DIU RATCUFFE. 
One eyemng as Dr. Batcliffe was sacrificing in a 
tayem to the purple god, to whom he was as much 
devoted as to the god of physic, a gentleman en- 
tered the room in great hasie, and almost breathless. 
" Doctor, my wife b at the point of death ! make 
baste ; come with me." " Not till I have finished 
my bottle however,*' replied the doctor. The man, 
who happened to be a fine athletic fellow, finding 
entreaty useless, snatched up the doctor, and carried 
him out of the tavern. The moment he set the doctor 
upon his legs, he received from him, in a very emphatic 
manner, the following threat : " Now, you rascal, 1*11 
care your wife in revenge." The doctor kept his word. 



ABSENT MAN. 

A celebrated living poet, occasionally, a litde absent 
in mind, was invited by a friend, whom he met in the 
street, to dine with him the next Sunday at a country 
lodging, which he had taken for the summer months. 
The addresa was, " near the Green Man at Duiwich ;" 
which, not to put tus inviter to the trouble of pen- 
cilling down, the absent man promised faithfully to 
remember. But when Sunday came, he fully late 
enough made his way to Greenwich, and began en- 
quiring for the sign of the Dull Man ! No such sign 
"was to be found ; and after losing an hour, a person 
guessed that though there was no Dull Man at 
Greenwich, there was a Green Man at Duiwich, which 
the absent man might possibly mean ! This remark 
M 3 
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connected the broken chain, and the poet was under 
the necessity of taking his chop by himself. 



REAL CHARACTER. 

V Morand, author of Le Capricieuse, was in a box of 
the theatre during the first representation of that 
comedy ; the pit loudly expressing disapprobation at 
the extravagance and improbability of some traits in 
this character, the author became impatient : he put 
his head out of the box, and called, " Know, gentle- 
men, this is the very picture of my mother-in-law. 
What do you say now ?** 

COMPARATIVE VIRTUE. 

A shopkeeper at Doncaster had for his virtues 
obtained the name of the little rascal, A stranger 
^ked him why this appellation had been given to him ? 
" To distinguish me from the rest of my trade,'' quoth 
he, ** who are all great rascals.*' 



RAILER SELENCEP. 

A woman stopped a divine in the street* of the 
metropolis, with this salutation : " There is no trutii 
in the land, sir! there is no truth in the land.'' "Then 
you do not speak truth, good woman," replied the 
clergyman. " O yes, I do," returned she hastily. 
*' Then there is truth in the land,** rejoined he as 
quickly. 
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MONSIEUR GEOFFRIN. 
Tbe husband of the celebrated Madame Geoffrin 
was one of the most stapid of men. A wag, who was 
in the habit of providing Jiim with books to read, 
sent him several times in succession, the first volume 
of Father Lobaf s Travels. The good man, with all 
the composure possible, always read the book over 
agWa without perceiving the mistake. " How do 
you like these Travels, sir ?*' " They are very in- 
teresting, but the author seems somewhat given to 
repetition." He read Bayle's Dictionary with great 
attention, following the line with his finger across the 
double columns! *<What an excellent work," he 
said, " if it was only a little less abstruse." Notwith- 
standing the poor man's deplorable deficiency, he 
was permitted to sit down to dinner at the end of the 
table, upon condition that he never attempted to 
join in the conversation. A foreigner, who was very 
assiduous in his visits to Madame Geoffriu, one day 
not seeing the dumb Monsieur as usual at table, en- 
qmred i^ter him. " What have you done with the 
poor man whom I always used to see here, and who 
never spoke a word ?" ** Oh, that was my husband ; 
he is dead!*' 



JOHNSON AND MALLET. 

When Dr. Johnson first became acquainted with 

David Mftilet, they once went to laugh away an hour 

at Sontiiwark fair. At one of the booths where wild 

beasts were exhibited to the admiring crowd, was a 
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very large bear, which the showman assaied them was 
cotched in the deserts of Russia. The bear was 
muzzled, but to all tlie companj, except Johnson, he 
was very surly and ill-tempered. Of the philosopher 
he seemed extremely fond. " How is it,'' said one 
of the company, " that this savage animal is so at- 
tached to Mr. Johnson?" "From a very natnral 
cause," replied Mallet ; ** the bear is a Russian phi- 
losopher, and he knows that Linnsus would have 
placed him in the same class with the English 
moralbt." 

THEATRICAL SARCASM. 
A meanly dressed performer beginning the part of 
Mithridate, in Racine's celebrated play of that name : 
" Enfin, apres un an, je te revois Arbate;'' 
On which a person from the pit replied very point- 
edly: 

" Avec les ro^mes has, and la m^me cravate.*' 



TALE OF HORROR. * 
A gentleman named Lead better, a hop-merchant 
resident in one of the western counties, had for many 
years made a practice of attending the great annual 
fair at Weyhill, as a purchaser of the commodity in 
which he chiefly dealt. It happened on one oc- 
casion, that he arrived at the inn to which he always 
went, some hours later than usual ; and on going into 
the house he learned, to his regret, that so much 
company had arrived before him, that every bed was 
engaged. Rather than go to any house to which ho 
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was a stranger, he determined to have a bed made 
upon some churs in the traveller's room* Mrs* 
Symoiids* the landlady, was about to carry this 
arrangement into effect, when she happened to re- 
edlect that there was an ostler's room in the yard, 
wMch possibly Mr. Leadbetter might prefer to 
sleeping in a room where he would be liable to be 
disturbed very early in the morning. To this the 
gentleman willingly acceded ; and after some short 
time, he passed up the gallery in the yard which led 
to the apartment, and retired to bed. 

Sleep lent its leaden influence soon to the weary 
traveller, and he reposed soundly, until a strange 
B^e in the gallery which be had ascended, roused 
him into sense again. The noise was that of an ex- 
tremely heavy footstep. Mr. Leadbetter counted 
every step ; and, to his alarm, the sound increased, 
until the cause of it reached the door of his apart- 
ment In an instant a tall and gaunt figure entered 
the room, with a candle in one hand, and a butcher's 
knife in the other. Mr. L. attempted to speak, but 
his voice failed bim, and the figure approached the 
bed. It shook the horror-stricken man ; then drew 
the knife several times across its own throat ; went to 
a table in the room, set down the light, and im- 
mediately quitted the place. Mr. Leadbetter began 
to breathe again ; he imagined, after a few nunutes, 
that he must have been dreaming; and yet, the 
candle and candlestick on the table were no phantoms, 
tiiey were palpable realities. He instantly rose 
with an intent to lock the door, but found that it was 
without lock or bolt, and that there was nothmg else 
in the room but the bedstead, of any weight. As 
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this fortunately ran on castors, he rolled it to the 
door; and thinking himself then tolerably safe from 
farther intrusion, he endeavoured to go to sleep again. 
But sleep would no more revisit his eyelids ; and he 
lay tossing about until, in about an hour, he heard the 
same sounds which had before alarmed him, renewed 
on the gallery stairs, and in a few seconds, the door 
of his room being pushed with great violence, his 
bed was rolled into the middle of the apartment, and 
again the horrid figure stood before him! The fa- 
culties of speech and motion now forsook him quite ; 
the figure shook him again, with fierce gesticulation, 
and again drawing the knife across its throat, Mr. 
Lead better observed that marks of blo9d were on the 
blade, which were not there before ! It then passed 
away from the room, and the remainder of Mr. 
Lead better's senses fled with it ; he swooned, and 
remained for some time insensible. 

As soon as he came to himself, he put on his clothes 
with the best speed his agitation would allow, and 
descended into Uie yard of the inn. In a stable there 
he saw a light, and on approaching it found a man 
dressing down some horses, to whom he commu- 
nicated that something particular had happened, and 
that he must have Mr. and Mrs. Symonds called up 
immediately. The landlord came down ; and on 
expressing his apprehension that Mr. Leadbetter 
was very ill, as hb looks seemed to indicate, was 
informed that indeed he was not well, Mr. L. pro- 
ceeded to relate all that had happened to him, and 
concluded by expressing his firm conviction that 
aome horrible murder had been committed on the pre* 
raises in the night 
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Mr. Symonds, on hearing the tale, was scarcely 
less alarmed than the relater. The house was quickly 
roused by the terrors of the host and hostess; and 
the business of the fair was almost forgotten in the 
wonder excited by the story, which lost nothing by 
repetition to the several guests of the inn, as they 
successively inquired into the cause of the early 
disturbance. 

At six o'clock the ostler, whose room Mr. L. had 
occupied, arrived from a lodging which he had got 
in the town, on being turned out of his usual bed. 
Much pleasure was expressed on seeing him ; and on 
the story being told him, " Why," said. he, " I'll lay 
my life I know the ghost very well; it was the 
deaf arui dumb fellow that comes to help me to kill 
the pigs, and who always comes up to my room to 
call me when we have one to kill !" The murder was 
out ! it was indeed the deaf and dumb fellow, who had 
made an appointment with the ostler to kill a pig 
at four o'clock in the rooming, and who thinking the 
ostler lazy, had gone first to waken him, and a 
second time for the same purpose, after he had stuck 
the pig. 

PUNCH. 
Mrs. Elixabeth Carter once went to a puppet-show 
at Deal, with some respectable friends. Punch was 
uncommonly dull and serious, though usually more 
jocose than delicate. " Why, Pqnch," says the 
showman, ** what makes you so stupid ?" " I can't 
talk my own talk," answers Punch, " because the 
famous Miss Carter is here." 
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WITTY COWARD. 
A French marquis having received several blows 
with a stick, vrhich he never thought of resenting, a 
friend asked him, ** How he could reconcile it with 
his honour to suffer them to pass without noUce ?*' 
" Poh !*' replied the marqub, " I never trouble mj 
head with any thing that passes behind my back." 



ARGUMENTUM AD HOMINUM. 

About the year 1740 General Sabine was Governor 
of Gibraltar. Being one of those worthy trustees 
of power who never fail to make the most of it, he 
attempted to extort from a Jew of Barbary, who lived 
under his government, a sum of money, by giving 
him to understand, that his safety depended on his 
compliance. The Israelite, who was no fool, could 
not prevul with himself to part with his money ; and 
of course did not choose to comprehend the indirect 
menaces of the governor. Sabine thus baffled in his 
iniquitous project, made the Jew be seized, put him 
on board a vessel, and dispatched him to the Bashaw 
of Tetuan, with a letter, the burden^of which was» 
that he (General S.) had sent the bashaw a fat pigeon 
to pluck. 

The bashaw, however, though an Infidel^ had less 
in him of the principles of Barbary than the Christian 
governor, and being alike struck at the cruelty of 
the proceeding, and indignant at the indecent pro- 
posal, he g^ve the Jew the general's letter, with 
liberty to go where he pleased. The Jew, who had 
been so great sufferer by the pioceedingf resolved on 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 133 

mature advice, to go to Londop and seek redress. 
When he arrived there, he was advised to institute an 
action for damages againit Sabine, which he accord- 
inglj did. 

Mr. Nowell was counsel for the Jew, and Mr. 
Murray, afterwards Lord Mansfield, was counsel for 
General Sabine. When the cause came to a hearing, 
Mr.;^Murray was pleased to be exceedingly facetious 
on the Jew being sent over to Barbary, of which 
country he was a native* '* Wonderful stress," he 
said, *' had been laid on the cruelty of the pro- 
ceeding ; and the bani^ment of the Jew has been 
termed an almost unparalleled act of inhumanity. 
Most true it is he was banished— but to where? 
Why, to the place of lus nativity I And where eould 
be the cruelty, where the hardship^ where the in- 
justice of banishing a man to hit own country Y* Mr. 
Nowell replied to this question with great vivacity, 
by asking another. ** Since," said he, " my learned 
brother seems to make so light of the matter, I would 
beg leave to bring home the case, by only asking 
how the gentieman would like to be banislued to hi$ 
own native country f* 

The court were thrown into a roar of laughter, in 
wtuch Mc Murray, notwithstanding his habitual self- 
possesMon, could not help joimng heartily. He did 
BOtattempt to make any rejoinder ; but some anonymous 
wit of the day has kit us the following triplet, which 
we dare say was a correct enough transcript of his 



' To Scotland banish'd ! I conjure you name it not ; 
To drudge, to starve, in dull obscurity to rot. 
Come rather death, a thousand deaths, to such a ot." 

N 
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JEU DE MOT. 
At Oxford, in the botanic garden of the Regius Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew, is a fig tree, which was brought from 
the East, and planted by Dr. Pocock, in the year 
1648. Of this tree the following anecdote is related : 
Dr. Kennicott, the celebrated Hebrew scholar, and 
compiler of the Polyglot Bible, was passionately fond 
of this fruit ; and seeing a very fine fig on this tree 
which he wished to preserve, wrote on a label, " Dr, 
Kennicatl^s Jig" which he tied to the fruit. An 
Oxonian wag, who had observed the transaction, 
watched the fruit daily, and when ripe gathered it, 
and exchanged the label for one thus worded : " A Jig 
for Dr, Kennicott,*' 

PLAIN TALKING. 
A village parson having in his sermons taken too 
exalted a pitch for the comprehension of his auditors, 
found it necessary to make some apology, which he 
did as follows : " Respected friends — My oral docu- 
ments having recently been the subject of your vitu- 
peration, I hope it will not be an instance of vain 
eloquence or supererogation, if I laconically promul- 
gate, that avoidmg all syllogbtical, aristocratical, and 
peripatetical propositions, all hyperbolical exaggera- 
tions and extenuations, whether physically, philoso- 
phically, philologically, politically , or polemically con- 
sidered, either in my diurnal peregrinations, or noc- 
turnal lucubrations, they shall be definitively and cate- 
gorically assimilated with, and rendered congenial to* 
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the occuputs, caputs, and cerebroms of you, my most 
superlatively respectable auditory/' 



RETALIATION. 
Among the most respectable hangers on at the 
Scotch bar, some years ago, was a little primitive 
lookiug old man, who had originally been a shoe-maker, 
but had, by dint of strong natural capacity, qualified 
himself for the honourable station of a member of the 
faculty. Unfortunately, however, his talents happened 
to include scarcely one of the many things neces- 
sary to success at the bar, and it was his lot to share 
the very common fate of being more noticed for 
having, than not having, a brief. The living which he 
could not gain by forensic skill, he contrived to pick 
up in a very meritorious way, by delivering private 
lectures on civil law, and by writing for the press. In 
niatliematics he was extremely well versant ; and a small 
work which he produced in this branch of science 
had the fortune, not only to be well received, but to 
become so much of a standard authority, as to offer 
the promise of many successive editions. When in 
the zenith of its popularity, however, out came that 
l<eviathan of literature, the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
and among other valuable morsels which it swallowed 
up, words, lines, diagrams, and all, was Mr. Wright's 
little work on mathematics. The author justly in- 
censed, hastened to consultihe late Mr. Henry Erskine, 
(brother of Lord Erskine,) who had always shown a 
great friendship for him, on the propriety of bringing 
an action of damages against the publisher of the 
Encyclopaedia. Mr. Erskine, on hearing the grievance 
N 2 
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Stated* obserred, that there could not be a doubt that 
an action would lie, bat, continued be, " I need not, 
Mr. Wright, tell a man of your knowledge of the 
worid, that to be in the right, and get your right, are 
two very different things. The publishers of the 
Encyclopedia are wealthy ; the whole system of their 
woris; is at stake; for you are aot the only deserring 
writ» they haye pillaged ; and doobtles», if yon bring 
an action against them; they will resbt it to the utmost. 
You may begin the process, but God knows when yoa 
will get out of it You will be fighting, too, not yoor 
own battie, but the batUes of the whole host of authors, 
who have been pillaged by these common pirates; 
and all you may gain by your Quixotism, wfil probaUy 
^> l>eggary and ruin. No, Mr. Wright, tiike the 
adWce of a friend, have nothing to do w^ law. But 
I'll tell you what, there is still one remedy left you ; 
you know there is such a thing as the /ex tcUionis; 
go and publish a new edition of your mathematics, 

and" "What!" cried Mr. Wright, eagerly, 

*' take in the whole of the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
as a quotation V This was too much for the temper 
of the injured mathematician ; he turned away in great 
dudgeon from his witty brother, and, as we hare heard, 
never spoke to him, as a friend, agiun. 

IRISH KNIGHTS. 
Harwood, the Irish counsellor, passing throu^ 
Drogheda soon after the numerous cre-ation of peers 
in 1776, called tq>on his friend, the mayor, who was 
by trade a grocer. " How fares my old friend ?*' said 
th« counsellor. " Oh, never worse!" " Why, what's 
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tlie iDstter?'* " How shall I ever sell my cheese and 
batter, now that the Duke of Dorset has made roe a 
knight?" "Poh! poh !" says Harwood, " hold 
your tongue, you old fooi. You are well off that he 
did not make you a lord !'* 



LESSING. 

The celebrated Lessing was remarkable for a frequent 
absence of mind. Having missed money at different 
times, without being able to discover who took it, he 
determined to put the honesty of his servant to a 
trial, and left a handful of gold on the table. " Of 
course you counted it?" said one of his friends. 
** Count it!" said Lessing, rather embarrassed; ** no; 
I forgot that." 

At a public sale, tliere was a book which Lessing 
'was very desirous of possessing. He gave three of 
his friends at different times a commission to buy it at 
any price. They accordingly bid against €ach other 
jtill they had got as far as ninety crowns, there having 
been no other bidder after it had reached ten crowns. 
Happily one of them thought it best to speak to the 
others ; when it appeared they had all been bidding 
for Lessing, whose forgetfulness in this instance cost 
him eighty crowns. 



SPEAKING FRENCH. 

Bonaparte once complained to Maria Lonisa of the 
t;onduct of her mother-in-law and the archduchess; 
N 3 
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haTuig manifested considerable dissatisfactioii, he 
added, " As to the emperor, I say nothing of him, 
he is SLganache (a word for contempt ; a stapid fellow).'^ 
Maria Louisa did not understand this expression ; and 
as soon as Napoleon withdrew, she asked her attend- 
ants what it meant? As none of the ladies conld 
ventore to explain its real signification, when they 
knew how it had been applied, thej told her that the 
word wiis osed to designate a serious, reflecting man. 
The empress forgot neither the term nor the definition ; 
and she some time after applied it in a very amusing 
way. During the time alie was entrusted with the 
Begency of the French Empire, an important question 
one day came under dlscussioa at the Council of 
State. Having remarked that Cambac^res did not 
utter a word, she turned towards him, and said, " I 
should like to have your opinion on th'is business, sir* 
for I know you are a ganache.** At this compliment 
Cambac^res stared with astonishment and consterna- 
tion, while he repeated in a low tone of voice tiie 
word ganache, " Yes,'' replied the empress, " a 
gatwehe, a serious thinking sort of man ; is not tiiat 
Ifce meaning of it ?'' No one made any reply, and 
the discussion proceeded. 

Soon alter the French had entered Mayenoe, at 
&e beguming of the revolution, a party of them was 
invited to a public entertainment. The name of the 
former Prefect was Jambon ; he and his family were 
universally beloved; and after supper one of the 
good citizens proposed to drink the health of Xes 
Jambont de Mayenee, les meiUmrs au monds : this was 
graciously received by the strangers, and enthosiasti- 
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C9ify bj tiie ahabitaKts. The next momiog every 
ham to Im i»oeiired waa purcbaaed, and seal to Pacis 
M the moit acceptable present ; and Mayence has 
smce beea descried in the IVaveUer'a Guide as re- 
maxkable for the quality of its bams, from this acci* 
dental and ludicrous occurrence. 



POINT OP PRECEDENCE. 

A liHga^^ once arose in tbe University of Cam- 
bridge, whether Doctors in Law, or Doctors in Medi- 
cine, should hold precedence. The Chancellor Mking 
wbether the thief or the hangman preceded at wi 
execution; and being told that the thief usually took 
tbe lead ; " Well, then,'' said the Chancellor, " let the 
Doctors in Law have the precedence, and let Doctors 
in Medicine be next in rank." 



PRO ARIS ET FOCIS. 

At the establishment of volunteer corps* n certain 
corporation agreed to form a body» on condition that 
they should not be obliged to quit the courOry, The 
propoaal was snbmhted to Mr. Htt; ^o said he had 
■o objection to the terms, if Hiey would permit Imn to 
add^ *' except m case of inmsimu'* 



PARISH LEARNING. 
On examining the parish accounts in a village in 
Staffordshire, the three following curiosities appealed : 
One of the overseen had madeiiart3f-t&f«s weeks in tbe 
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year ; an Hem in the other overseer's accounts, was for 
money paid in aid of the county ratt ; this caused much 
laughter, in "which none joined more heartily than the 
constable ; who immediately afterwards produced his 
accounts, in which was a charge for holding a conqrust 
over a man found dead. 



CALUMNY. 
George the Third once said to Sir J. Irwin, a famous 
hon-vivant, " They tell me, Sir Johri, you love a ghut 
of wine." " Those, sire, who have so reported me to 
your majesty," answered he, bowing profoundly, " do 
me great injustice ; they should have said— -a botth!** 

SUICIDE PREVENTED. 
A French cobler had resolved to commit suicide, and, 
to make his exit the more heroic, prepared the following 
memorial in writing : " I follow the lesson of a gfeat 
master, and as Moliere says, 

* When all is lost, and even hope is fled.* ** 
He had just written thus far, and applied the fatal 
instrument to the carotid artery, when suddenly recol- 
lecting, he stopped, and cried to himself, ** Eh ! but 
is it Moliere who says so ? I must make sure— I shall 
be laughed at." He now got Moliere, read a few 
eomedieS| and returned to hb usual occupation of 
mending shoes. 
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LORD CLONMEL. 
The late Lord Clonmei, who never thos^t of de- 
nandiug nore for an affidavit, used to be well latia- 
fied with a shilling, provided it was a good om* In his 
time the Birmingham shillings were conent, and he 
used the following precautions ta avoid being imposed 
upon by taking a bad one : '* You shall true answer 
make to such questions as riiall b^ demanded of you 
touching this affida^t, so help you God ! ! ! h tku a 
good thiUmg 7 Are the contents of this affida^t true ? 
Is this your name and hand-writing ?" 

HONEST TAR. 
A seaman rather badly rigg^, applied to an officer 
of the Superb, to be entered on the ship's books. The 
lientenant observing hb ragged appeamnce, said, that 
he would not do. " I hope," returned Jack, with the 
characteristic simplicity of a BriUsh tar, ** that your 
honour will not condemn the hull for the sake of the 
rigging." This reply excited the attention of the 
officer, and the weather-beaten tar being sent below 
for » good meal and new rigging, turned out to be 
one of the best seamen in the ship. 

GRAND CURE FOR THE TOOTH-ACHE. 

A roan some time ago entered into a coffee-house at 
Vienna, with his hand pressed close against hu cheek, 
groaning, stampmg, exhibiting every symptom of vio- 
lent indisposition. He took a seat, called for some 
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pancb, and made useless efforts to swallow it. Several 
people collected round him, and enquired the cause 
of his illness ; he replied, that he was tormented by 
a violent fit of tooth-ache, which resisted every 
remedy. Various things were prescribed for him, but 
without effect. At length a man who was playiiig at 
billiards in an adjoining room, stepped foryvard, and 
said, ** Allow me to prescribe for the gentleman ; I 
possess a remedy which I am certain will cure him in 
five minutes.'' He drew from his pocket a box, filled 
with small ciiips of a yellow kind of wood. " Here, 
sir," said he, ** apply this to your tooth." The 
patient did as he was directed, and to the astonishment 
of every one present, he immediately experienced a 
diminution of pain ; the remedy operated as if by 
enchantment, and in less than a quarter of an hour he 
was completely relieved, and drank his bowl of punch 
to the health of his deliverer. ** Sir,*' 'said he, ** you 
have performed a most wonderful cure, and I shall be 
eternally grateful to you, if you will inform me where 
your valuable remedy Can be purchased." " No 
where," replied the billiard player : " I procured it 
during my last visit to South America, and brought it 
home with me for my own private use ; the Indians 
of Oya Poc never use any other remedy," " Well, 
surely you will not refuse to let me have a few pieces 
of the wood." " Impossible." " I only ask for 
twenty pieces, and I will give you a ducat for each." 
" Well, I consent out of pure humanity ; but mind, 
you are the only person to whom I can grant such a 
favour." Every one present now wished to have some 
portion of the divine wood of Oya Poc; all were 
subject to the tooth-ache; all claimed the sacred 
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rights of humanity, and the compassionate traveller was 
obliged to part with nearly all his chips of wood, and 
to fill his box with ducats. The master of the coffee- 
house himself, unwilling to suffer such an opportunity 
to escape him, had the good fortune to purchase ten 
pieces. When occasion came for putting the virtue of 
the wonderful wood to the test, however, it was soon 
found that it had none of those effects on the good 
people of Vienna, which it had on the savages of Oya 
Poc, Had it lost its virtues by caniage and keeping ? 
So the happy few who had got bits of the rarity 
insisted ; for, as usual, the greatly hoaxed were the 
last to acknowledge the ingenuity by which they had 
been fooled and cheated. 



ELECTIONEERING. 

The late John Ellis, Esq. who was termed **a violent 
party man," was employed as an agent in an election 
which was not only strongly contested on the spot, 
but the proceedings were, on the ground of some 
irregularity, brought by petition before the House of 
Commons. To the bar of the House Mr. Ellis was 
brought, on the part of the petitioning candidate, 
when he underwent a cross-examination, of which the 
following IS the substance : 

" We understand, Mr. Ellis, that a very considerable 
sum was expended in this election, and that great 
part of it was directed to the purpose of corrupting 
the voters. Do you know of any such application of 
money, or of any bribes being actually accepted on 
the part of the electors ?" " Indeed, sir, I do, as 
agent. I know that our party bribed all that we could 
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get to accept oar money I" At this acknowledgement, 
a pause of astonishment seemed to pervade the house ; 
a murmur succeeded, which only subsided on a 
member's saying to the witness, ** Your party did not 
carry the election ?" " No," returned Ellis, with 
great composure, *< we did not." " Well, butlfr. £llis," 
said the first querist, ** is it not extraordinary, as yon 
say you bribed all that would take your money, thai 
yon did not return your member ?" *' Not in the 
least," said Ellb. " No ! why how do yon account 
for it V " Eanly ; the opposite party out-bribtd u$/* 
At thb there was an nnivenal burst of laughter. " I 
shall not ask you any more questions, Mr. Ellb," 
sud the interrogator, with great indignation. 

COVERING A DEFEAT. 

A. M. Gaulner broiight out in 1753, at Uie Italian 
Theatre, Paris, a piece called Brioche, or the Ori^ 
of Puppets, winch happened not to succeed. Tbt 
unfortunate author was pertly asked, how he could 
tlunk of Tcntnring such a thing on the stage? " Oh I" 
he repBed, " the wits of Paris had all, one after 
another, quite tnmiyed me ; and I chose this way of 
assembling them together, and taking my revenge on 
them in a body." 

INCLINATION. 

A German prince pursnii^ in great hi^te a beautifal 
lady at court — ** Your hi^^ess runs very fiut,'* ob- 
served the lady. " I am only following my inclina- 
tion," was the reply. 



d by Google 



HUMOUR. 145 



EPITAPHS. 
The satirist Piron having been refased admission 
into the French Academy, took a satirbf s revenge 
upon them in his last will, which cemitienced In these 
terms :**-" I recommend myself to posterity. . I hope 
more from its indulgence, than from that of my eon- 
temporaries. As I have always •shunned vain glory, 
and fear lest the hand of some fiaend or enemy 
should disfigure my tomb with a fidsom^ or malidous 
£|ntaph, I desire that the following shall be engraved 
on it: 

Ci-git PiRON, qui ne fut rien. 
Pas meme Acad^mlcien ! 
Here lies Piron, who was nothing, 
Not even an Acadenucian !*' 

The following imitation of this amusing legacy of 
scandal, appeared some time ago in the Journal det 
VdxUs : 

** To the Editor* — Sir, III, in pain, and feeling my 
end approach, I have thought it right to make my 
Epitaph, in order to spare my friends the labour, and 
above all, the embarrassment of making it for me. 
Have the goodness, I beg, to give it a place in your 
paper. It is not very poetical j but if ray extreme 
age has not destr^ed my judgment, I thmk it has at 
least common sense. Here it is : — Ne varietur, 

Ci-git qui fit des Vers, les fit mai et ne put 
Quo qall fut sans esprit, etre de I'lnttittit. 

•'riOBB." 



d by Google 



146 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

IMITATION. 

Here lies a poor Poet ; his verses were flat ; 
And yet he the Institute miss'd» for all that. 



VALUING BEAUTY. 

The Persian Ambassador, Mim Aboul Hassan, 
while he resided in Paris, was an object of so much 
cnriosity^ that he could not go out without being sur- 
rounded by a multitude of gazers, and the ladies 
even ventured so far as to penetrate his hotel. 

On returning one day from a ride, he found luaT 
apartments crowded vt ith ladies, all elegantly dressed, 
but not all equally beautiful. Astomshed at this 
unexpected assemblage, he enquired what these Euro- 
pean odalisques could possibly want with him. The 
interpreter replied, that they bad cbme to look at his 
excellency. The ambassador was surprised to find 
himself an object of curiosity among a people who 
boast of having attained the acm6 of civilization ; and 
was not a little offended at conduct which, in Asia, 
-n ould have been considered tfn unwarrantable breach 
of good breeding ; he accordingly revenged hims.elf 
by the following little scheme. 

The illustrious foreigner affected to be charmed 
with the ladies ; he looked at them attentively^ alter- 
nately pointing to them with his finger, and speaking 
with great earnestness to his intermter, who he was 
well aware would be questioned by his fair visitants ; 
and whom he therefore instructed in the part he was to 
act. Accordingly the eldest of the ladies, who in 
spite of her age, probably thought herself the prettiest 
of the whoie party, and whose curiosity was par- 
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ticularly excited, after hb excellency had passed 
through the suite of rooms, coolly enquired what had 
been the object of his examination ? " Madam/' 
replied the interpreter, " I dare not inform you.'* 
" But I wish particularly to know, sir." " Indeed, 
madam, it is impossible !'' " Nay, sir, this reserve it 
vexatious ; I desire to know.'' " Oh ! since you 
desire, madam, know then that his excellency has 
been valuing you !" " Valuing us ! how, sic ?" " Yes, 
ladies, his excellency, after the custom of his country, 
has been setting a price upon each of you!" ** Well, 
that's whimsical enough ; and how much may that 
lady be worth, according to his estimation?" ' "A 
thousand crowns." " And the other ?" " Five hun- 
dred crowns." "And that young lady with fair 
hair?" " Three hundred crowns." " And that 
Brunette?" " The same price." " And that lady 
who is painted ?" " Fifty crowns." *• And pray, 
sir, what may I be worth in the tarif of his excel- 
lency's good graces ?" " Oh, madam, you really 
must excuse me, I beg." " Come, come, no conceal- 
ments." "The prince merely said as he passed you." 
" Well, what did he say ?" enquired the lady with 
great eagerness. " He said, madam, that he did not 
know the small coin of this country." 



A PEACEFUL MONARCH. 

The weak effort of James the First, the most 

peaceful monarch that ever swayed the English 

sceptre, to recover the Palatinate which had been 

wrested from his son-in-law, who had been elected 

o 3 
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King of Bohemia, was much ridiculed on the stage 
in Flanders : a messenger was represented coming in 
haste, in a comedj, bringing news that the Palatinate 
was likely to have a formidable army on foot shortly, 
ibr the Kmg of Denmark would furnish him with 
a hundred thousand pickled herrings ; the Hollanders 
with a hundred thousand butter-boxes ; and England 
with a bnndi'ed thousand atnbassadon. In pictures, 
the king was no less severely treated : in one place 
he was represented with a scabbard without a sword ; 
in anoUier with a sword, which no one could poll 
o t, though numbers stood pulling at it. At Brussels, 
they painted him with his pockets hanging out, and 
never a peimy in them, nor in his purse, which was 
also turned inside out. In Antwerp, they pictured 
the Queen of Bohemia like a poor beggar, with her 
hur hanging about her ears, and her child at her 
back ; while the king, her father, canied the cradle 
after her; and every one of these pictures had 
several mottoes, expressing their malice. 

WHITBREAD'S ENTIRE. 
On the approach of the election at Westminster, 
when Earl Percy was returned, Mr. Dennis O'Brien, 
the agent of Mr. Sheridan, said, " that there were 
thousands in Westminster who would sooner vote for 
the Duke of Northumberland's porter, than give their 
support to a man of talent and probity, like Mr. 
Sheridan." Mr. W^hitbread, alarmed for the interests 
of Mr. S. by the intemperate language of his agent, 
wished him to take some public notice of it in the 
way of censure ; but Sheridan only observed, '* that 
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to be sure his friend O'Brien was wrong and intem- 
perate, as far as related to the Duke of Northumber- 
land's porter ; though he had no doubt there were 
thousands in Westminster who would give the pre- 
ference to Mr. Whitbread's entirb." 



THE DOG TAX. 
The descriptive powers of Sheridan were employed 
very happily on a motion made in the House of 
Commons, for a tax upon dogs, which he criticised in 
a strain of humour that was irresistible. In regard to 
the bill itself, he said, that he nerer met with one 
more extraordinarily worded ; and the folly of it ex- 
tended even to the title; for instead of being de- 
signated, " a tax bill,'' it was called, *' a bill for the 
better protection of the persons and property of his 
majesty's subjects, against the evil arising from the 
increase of dogs, by subjecting the keeping, or having 
such dogs, to a duty." So that instead of sup- 
posing, as had generally been the case, that dogs were 
better than watchmen, for the protection of property, 
people might be led to imagine that dogs were guilty 
of all the burglaries usually committed* In the 
preamble also, there was the same species of phrase- 
ology ; for it begins, " Whereas, many dangers, acci- 
dents, and inconveniences, (which to be sure was 
» beautiful climax) had happened to the cattle and 
other property of his majesty's subjects." Now he 
had never before heard of any particular accidents 
happening to property from the hydrophobia, ex- 
cept in the case of cattie* In the Adventurer, indeed, 
he remembered a whimsical sort of account of a doe 
03 ^ 
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tiiat bit a hog in the streets ; ^be hog bit a farmer* 
and the farmer bit a cow ; but what was more ex- 
traordinary, each conveyed his peculiar quality to 
the other ; for the hog barked like a dog, the former 
grunted like a hog, and the cow did her best to talk 
like the farmer; Something like this disposition, he 
supposed, must have been in inanimate things also, 
by the honourable gentleman's looking so carefully 
after property ; for unless an instance had occurred, 
of furniture behaving in a disorderly manner, or a 
dumb waiter's barking in consequence of hydro- 
phobia, he conceived such a phrase could not have 
been introduced.*' 

The sarcastic humour of Sheridan prevailed, and 
the bill was rejected. 

INGRATITUDE REBUKED. 
A Frenchman of title, who had subusted upwards 
of twelve months on the bounty of the Englbh, hap- 
pened to sail to the continent in the same vessel with 
an English lady and a number of other passmgers, to 
whom he soon began to declaim in the most outrageous 
terms, against the grossness and rudeness of the 
English, mentioning among other instances, that they 
were so regardless of cleanliness, as not to make use of 
napkins at table. The lady, stung with the ingratitude 
of the exile, observed," that her country-folks formerly 
had napkins, but that they had lately made them into 
shirts for the French emigrants.'' 
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GOOD SENSE. 



A very ignorant person being complimented on 
his good sense, in presence of a clever ladj, she said, 
" I don't wonder at hi» possesiriiig a large stock of 
good sense ; he never spends any.'^ 



MYSTICAL FUNNING. 

A preacher of the name of Kcr, on his entering in 
a church m Tiviotdale, told the people the relation 
that was to be between him and them in the following 
words : *' Sirs, I am come to be your shepherd, and 
yon must be my sheep, and the Bible will be my 
tar-bottle, for I will mark you with it ;" and laying 
hb hand on the clerk, or precentor's head, he said, 
" Andrew, you shall be my dog." " The sorrow a 
bit of yonr dog will I be," said Andrew. " O 
Andrew, I speak mystically," said the preacher. 
" ¥eft, bat you speak mischieTOosly/' said Andrew. 

GARROW. 

Durmg flie earlier years of Mr. (now Sir William) 
GarroVs practice at the bar, his cKents were almost 
wholly of that respectable class of individuals, on 
whom the OW Bailey depends for celebrity, and whom 
the late Dr. Forson used classically to designate by 
the appeRation of the Gentlemen of the Fvn TVade. 
After devoting for ten yeairs his unrivalled talents at 
confounding truth to the extrication and salvation of 
the hankrwpt members of this frat^ityy the learned 
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counsel happened, bj some accident, to be employed 
for a creditor, or more plainly speaking, for the pro- 
secutor of a/ur merchant. The transfer of the goods 
was proved by two most veritable witnesses ; but the 
defendant produced a first-rate character man to prove, 
. that they could not possibly have come into his hands, 
because he was a hundred miles out of the way. Mr. 
Gairow feeling that if this man was believed, his case 
must break under him, set about impeaching his cre- 
dibility, by asking, " Now, sir, upon the oath you 
have taken, will you swear that for these ten years 
past you have ever been employed by an lionest man V^ 
Mr. Fielding (a /descendant of ^e celebrated Fielding),, 
who was counsel for the prisoner, stopped the witness 
in his answer by observing dryly, " TTie best way for 
the witness to answer that question, is to put it to the 
learned gentleman himself." 



VOLTAIRE AND FREDERICK THE GREAT. 

During the time Voltaire wasrendent with the King 
of Prussia at Potsdam, an Englishman happened to 
be there, who told the king, that he could retain, word 
for word, any discourse of considerable length, after 
having once read or heard it Frederick resolved to 
put him to the proof, and the EngHsl^man made good 
his assertions. 

Voltaire happened at this moment to be announced. 
He came to read to the king a copy of verses he had 
just written. Frederick, to amuse himself, concealed 
the Englishman in an adjoining closet, and ordered 
him to retun, word for word, what Voltaire should 
i«ad to him. The poet was introduced, and read his 
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verses. The king listened to them with an apparent 
coolness, and said, " Indeed, ray dear Voltaire, I 
cannot conceive what you are about, since you some- 
times take the verses of others, and pass them off for 
yonro'wn!" Voltaire protested that the verses were 
his own, and that he had only that moment finished 
them." ** Well,** said the king, ** however that may 
be, I have just seen an En^hman, who has repeated 
them to me as his own writing.'^ Frederick ordered 
the Englishman to be called in, and desired him to re- 
cite the verses he had shown him that morning. The 
Englishman instantly repeated the lines of the poet, 
without the variation of a word. Voltaire flew into a 
passion, and declared that the gentleman roust deal 

with the d 1. The king for some time amused 

himself with the poet's anger, but at last let him into 
the secret ; when the Engliriunan was disnussed, with 
a proper recoropenae for the pleasure he had afforded 
the monarch. 



LIGHT AND SHADE. 

A citizen, whose very industrious habits had ad 
vanced him to a country house, walking one hot day 
in his garden, caught the gardener asleep under a tree. 
He scolded him soundly for his laziness, and ended by 
telling him, that sbch a sluggard was not worthy to 
enjoy the light of the sun. " It was for that reason, 
exactly," said . the gardener, ** that I crept into the 
shade." 
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TEUJNG WONDERS. 

A person had been relating nian^ incredible stories^ 
when Professor Engel, who was present, in order to 
repress bb impertinence, said, " But, gentlemen, all this 
amounts to very little, when I can assure yon, that the 
celebrated organist, Abb6 Vogier, once imitated a 
thunder storm so well, that for miles round all the milk 
turned sour.'' 



PIOUS SIGN. 

On the high road leading to Pappenbnrgh, is a 
public-house called Nobb Inn, from its founder, a 
man of the name of Nobis. After having experienced 
and overcome a great many difficulties from his neigh- 
bours, he had the following inscription added to the 
sign of the house : " Si deus pro Nobb, quo contra 
Nobis.'' 



GREAT NAMES. 

The inhabitants of St Johanna, among other whim- 
sical customs, have one which seldom fails to excite 
the astonishment of the young navigator. They beg an 
Engtish name of the sailors who touch at their island, 
and of course, names of the greatest eminence are 
freely given by our tars. Thus when they come to 
visit the ships which stop at the Island, it has happened 
that Charles Fox has humbly solicited the washing of 
linen, and the Prince of Wdes requested a preference 
for his vegetables ; Mr. Pitt has been detected 
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Stealing a blanket ; while the Duke of Bedford has 
been known to beg for an old nail. 



IMPERIAL BON MOT. 
The public gaming tables at the rooms in Spa 
were in 1779 suspended for a day, in compliment to 
the Emperor of Germany, who was paying it a visit, 
and whose aversion to gambling was well known. 
With this suspension he seemed much pleased, and 
said to an English gentleman who had been presented 
to him, " It seems I come here like Moses, to put a 
stop to Pharoah" 



CURRAN. 

Mr. Curran was once asked, what an Irish gentle- 
man, just arrived in England, could mean by perpe- 
tually putting out his tongue. ** I suppose," replied 
the mt, *' he's tiying to catch the EngUsh accent,** 



SHAKESPEARE. 
Shakespeare was performing the part of a King in 
one of his own tragedies, before Queen Elizabeth, 
^ho wishing to know whether he would depart from 
^e dignity of the sovereign, dropped her handker- 
chief on the stage, as if by accident ; on which the 
iDimic monarch immediately exclaimed — 

" But ere this be done. 
Take up our sister's handkerchief." 
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This presence of mind in the poet, and hb dose 
attention to the business of the scene, is said to have 
pleased the queen very much. 

TWO NEGiLTIVES MAKE A POSITIVE. 

Mr. Pitt was remaikable for ^ving his opinions with 
great positireness. At a cabinet dinner, he was once 
expatiating on the beauty of the Latin language ; and 
as an argument in favour of the superiority which he 
affirmed it had over the English, he said, that two 
negatives made a thing more pontive, than one 
affirmative posnbly eould do. " Ah ! then," said Lord 
Thurlow, '* your father and mother must have been 
two negatives, to have made such a positive fellow as 
you are." 

REPUBW5AN OFFICES. 
The following articles, copied from two tJnited States 
papers, preseiit the singular novelties of a candidate 
for the legislature, who catmotwnte his name, and a 
difficult of procuring any person to fill the office of 
judge: 

"Mr. Printer. — Please to insert in your Indiana 
Register, that I stand a candidate, in opposition to 
Colonel Paxton and W. Todd, for ihe legislature. 

hia 

ABRAHAM X MILLER." 

nMtfk. 

" Raleigh, Norih Carolina, July 24, 1816.— The 
Executive Council have been notified to meet in this 
City, on the 10th of next month, for the purpose of 
making the third attempt to beg some gentieman of 
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respectable standing at the bar, to accept of the office 
of jadge of the highest court in oar state ! ! V^ Salem 
Gazette. 



PREFERMENT. 

Among the daily enquirers after the health of an 

aged Bishop of D m, during his indisposition, no 

one was more sedulously punctual than the Bishop of 

£ r : and the inyalid seemed to think, that other 

motives than those of anxious kindness, might con- 
tribute to this solicitude. One morning he ordered 
the messenger to be shown into his room, and thus 
addressed liim : " Be so good as present my compli- 
ments to my Lord Bishop, and tell him that I am 
better, much better; but that the Bishop of W— — r 
has got a sore throat, arisuig from a bad cold, if that 



ROYAL INN. 

When the Emperor Joseph II. visited Russia, he 
poatively refused to take op lus abode in the imperial 
palaoes. It happened at that time,. there was no km 
at 24arskoje8eslo. In ibis dilemma, Oatherine II. 
caused a ugn to be put up before a very pretty house 
belonging to her gardener. Upon this si^ a spinning 
wheel was painted, with the Russian inscription, 
" Catherine's Spinning Wheel '/* at the bottom stood, 
Sn Gennan characters, *< Falkestein." The emperor 
put op at this house, and had not the slightest suspicion 
of thb iBgenbus device ; nor was it until long after 
that he learned the trick that had been put upon him. 
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TO BE ON ONE'S LEGS AGAIN. 

A wealthy merchant who had become bankrupt, was 
met some time after his misfortunes by a friend, who 
asked him how he was going on ? " Pretty wcU," said 
he, " I am upon my legs again." *' How ! already ?** 
** Yes, I have been obliged to part with my coach and 
horses, and must now walk." 



OLD TIMES BACK AGAIN. 
After the abdication of Bonaparte in 1814, it was 
observed at a fashionable party in Paris, that thmgs 
were to be restored to the same state in which they 
were previous to the revolution. " Oh ! I am delighted 
to hear that," exclaimed a lady who was no longer in 
the bloom of youth, " for then I shall be only eighteen 
years of age." 



DR. HERSCHELL. 

One morning, a countryman knocked at the door of 
Dr. Herschell, and requested the favour of a few words 
with him. The doctor went out to the hall,when the coun- 
tryman said to him, " I ask pardon, doctor, for disturbing 
you, but I am quite In a quandary, as the saying is, 
and so I made free to call and ask your advice ; you 
must know, my meadows are a great deal too long for 
cutting; but before I begin, I should like to know 
whether you think the weather will soon take up ?*' 
** First look round,'' sud the doctor, " and tell me what 
you see?" " See," repeated the countryman, " why, 
hay that is not worth the s ving ; what dunderhead 
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o^ms it, that lives so new you, and cuts it mthout 
asking your advice ?" " I am the dundertiead/' said 
the doctor, ** and bad it cut the very day before the rain 
come on." 



LEARNED GENERAL. 

A Prussian general in the time of Frederick the 
Second, King of Prussia, being commissioned by bis 
master to purchase certain maps, went to a printseller's 
shop for ^t purpose. " Sir,'' said the shopkeeper, 
"do you want provincial maps, or general ones?" 
"What!" replied the general, " don't you see the 
plume in my bat, and does not that inform you, that I 
am a general ? Would you give me the maps of an 
ensign or a lieutenant?" 



.v„[ v:t peter PINDAR. 
Dr. Walcott, better known by the name of Peter 
Pindar, was always a welcome guest at the house of a 

very worthy family, some yean since resident in 

Place ; but being in the habit of keeping late hours, 
he sometimes disconcerted them, by his unreasonably 
protracted sittings; and having one evening replied 
to a friendly remonstrance on the subject, "I will, if I 
live, go at eleven in future ;" he was jocosely answered 
by the young lady who superintended the economy of 
the house, " that she should certainly send him off, dead 
or alive, if he attempted to transgress again." Next 
day, the young ladies received from him the following 
Imes, which, from their playful humour, and the allusion 
to his foible, are highly characteristic of the facetious 
bard: p 2 
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" Tell me, sweet girls of -^— -^ Place, 

K at the opera, or the play. 
Yon mean. this Aight to add a grace. 

And steal a heart, or two away ? 
If not, I sip my tea with yon at seven. 
Dead or alive, I'll leave you at eleven." 

About this time a little compact was entered into, by 
which a servant of the house was each night to bring 
^e doctor's hat and cane into the parlour, on the clocks 
striking eleven,.as a signal for his departure. But the 
doctor was remarkable for his convivial powers, par- 
ticularly for his humorous stories; and it happening 
not many evenings after, that the clock struck the hour 
in the middle of one of his best tales, the servant's 
usual summons was omitted; which the doctor no 
sooner observed, than he exultingly declared the treaty 
broken, and himself absolved from the engagement ; 
he followed up hb declaration by nearly sitting 
out the night. 



GONE OUT. 

A person calling one day on a gentleman at the 
west end of the town, where his visits were more fre- 
quent than welcome, was told by the servant that her 
master had gone out. ** Oh, well, never mind, 1*11 
speak to your mistress." " She's also gone out, sb.*' 
The gentleman n^t willing to be denied admission, 
said as it was a ' cold day, he would step in, and sit 
down by the fire a few minutes.'' " Ah ! sn, but it is 
gont out too," replied the girl. 
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FOP. 
A person was i^eraonstrating with a friend on the 
absurdity of following foppish fashions. ** They are 
really contemptible," said he, ** and I am snre all who 
see you must think you ridiculous.'' " I don't yalue 
the opinion of the world/' answered the irritated 
puppy ; " I laugh at all those who think me ridi- 
culous." "Then you must be the merriest man 
alive," was the reply. 

DRYDEN. 
Dryden was once bantered by a young nobleman, 
for having in one of his tragedies, made Cleomanes 
do little to advance his love, when he had an inter* 
view with his mistress. ** For my part," said he, 
" when I am with a pretty girl, I always make good 
use of my time." " Yes," replied the poet, ** but 
nobody mistakes your lordship for a hero" 

WANT OF POINT, A NICE POINT. 
An ingenious expedient was devised to save a pri- 
soner charged with robbery, in the Criminal Court at 
Dublin. The principal thing that appeared in evi- 
dence against him was a confession, alleged to have 
been made by him at the police-office, and taken 
down in writing by a police-officer. The document, 
purporting to contain this self-criminating acknow- 
ledgment, was produced by the officer, and the fol- 
lowing passage was read from it : 
p S 
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" Mangan said he never robbed but twice 

Seud it was Crawford." 
This it will be observed has no mark of the writer's 
having' any notion of ponctaation, bnt the meaning 
he attached to it was, Uiat 

" Hangan said he never robbed bat twice : 

Said it was Crawford," 
Mr. O'Gorman, the counsel for the prisoner, begged 
to look at the paper. He perused it, and rather 
astonished the peace officer by asserting, that so far 
from its proving the man's guilt, it clearly established 
his innocence. " This," said the learned gentleman, 
" is the ftdr and obvious reading of the sentence : 

"Mangan said he never robbed ; 

But twice said it was CrawfonV* 
This interpretf^tion had its effect on the jury, and 
the man was ac(][uitted«. 

PROVOKING NECESSITY. 
A spordng gentleman was once so incensed at his 
huntsman in the field, that he discharged him in- 
stantly on the spot. The next morning, when the 
gentleman was going out with his houndS) ^evdice 
of his huntsman saluted hb ears, who began, from a 
tree where the tnan had perched himself, hallooing to 
the dogs, until not one of them would stir. What 
-was to be done ? The gentleman wished to hnnt^ 
but there was no hunting with<^ut hounds ; and there 
was no stopping the man's mouth ; so that, at last, he 
was compelled to make the best of a bad bargain, 
and take the fellow down from the tree Into his 
service again. 
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DESPOTISM. 
Mr. Dodwell, in fais Tour through Greece, men* 
dons his having been hospitably entertained at 
Ampelakia, by a Greek merchant of the name of 
Papatheodord, who lived under a protection from Ali 
Pasha, which exempted him from all extraordinary con^ 
tribntions. It began in the true Oriental style thus : 
" We, the Grand Vizier of Ali Pasha, declare that 
Papatheodoro of Ampelakia, shall neither be stung by 
the flies nor bitten by the serpent.'' 



NEWS. 
A news-loving woman was one evening entertaining 
her husband with a copious detail of a most wonder- 
ful event that had occuned somewhere, and which, 
she said, she verily believed, having had it from her 
neighbour, who never told a lie in her life. The 
husband, however, expressed some doubts about the 
matter ; which so highly exasperated his wife, that 
she passionately exclaimed, ''There never was on 
the face of this earth such a provoking, crideUerous, 
man as you are ; I verily believe, that were you to 
hear me swear that I was dead, you would not believe 
me" iTie patient husband calmly replied, " In- 
deed, Kitty, I had rather hear any one swear that 
than you.* 
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FRANKLIN. 
Dr. Franklin, Sir Joseph Banks, Dr. Lettsom, 
liord Loughborough, and Dr. Solander, once went in- 
a party to Spithead, to try the experiment of smooUi- 
ing the water with oiL A laughable scene took 
place between Dr. Franklin and an officer on board 
the ship, on the properties of thunder and lightning. 
The officer continually contradicted the doctor with 
saying, " Sir, you are quite wrong in your opinion ; 
Dr. Franklin says so and so -, the doctor and you aie 
quite contrary in your ideas. I never will allow, sir, 
that Dr. F. is wrong. No, sir ; I am sure he b right, 
and you are wrong, begging your pardon." The 
doctor never altered a feature of his counteaanoe 
dunng the conversation ; while all the company en- 
joyed a laugh except the disputants. 

PIRON. 
The French wit, Alexis Piron, was in the habit of 
retiring every morning to muse at his ease in the 
Bois de Boulogne, and he would sometimes remain 
until the evening. One day having missed his path, 
he found himself so fatigued on coming out of the 
wood, that he was obliged to rest himself upon a 
bench attached to one of the pillars of the Conference 
gate. Scarcely was he seated, when on the right 
hand and on the left, he was saluted by all the pas- 
sengers either coming in or going out, on foot, on 
horseback, or in carriages. He raised his bat more 
or less to each, accordbg to their apparent quali^. 
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^* Sorely/* thought he to himself, " surely I am much 
iDore known than I supposed. Oh ! &at Mr. A***, 
before whom I idmost prostrated myself this morning, 
without hb deigning to answer me but by a slight 
ndd 'of the head ! Oh, that he were now here to 
witness the respect that is shown me !** While he 
made these reflections, the crowd passed in so quick 
succession, that at last (he exercise of the hat became 
fatiguing. He took it entirely off, and contented 
himself with bowing to alt that saluted him. Sud- 
denly an old woman cast herself on her knees before 
him, with her hands clasped together. " Hise, my 
good woman," said he astonished, and wondering 
what this could mean, '' rise, you treat me as yon 
would a maker of Epic poems or tragedies, but you 
are deceived; I have never yet arrived at that 
honour ; as yet I have never risen above a song or 
an epigram." But the old woman still continuing on 
her knees, without seeming to hear him, Firon thought 
he saw her lips move, and supposed she was speaking 
to him. He leaned forward and listened. He did in- 
deed hear her muttering something ; it was an Ave, 
addressed to an image of the 'Virgin, placed directly 
over his head. It was then, upon raising his eyes, 
he discovered the true object of all the salutations 
which he had believed were directed to himself. 



ABYSSINIAN MIMIC. 
Mr. Salt, in his Voyage to Abyssinia, relates the 
following curious anecdote of Totte M^e, the Abys- 
sinian jester and mimic. " One specimen of his 
talent consisted in the imitation of the behaviour of a 
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diief in battle, who had not been remaikable for hb 
courage. At first he came in very pompouslj, calling 
out in an overbearing manner to his soldiers, and 
Taunting what he would do when the enemy ap- 
proached. He then mimicked the sound of horns, 
heard from a distance, and the low beating of a drum. 
At hearing this he represented the chief as beginning 
to be a little cautious, and to ask questions of those 
around him, whether they thought the enemy were 
strong ? This alarm he continued to heighten as the 
enemy advanced, until at last he depicted the hero as 
nearly overcome by his fears ; the mosket trembling 
in his hand, his heart panting, and his eyes com- 
pletely fixed ; while, without appearing to be con- 
scious of it, his legs began to make a very prudent 
retreat. This part of his acting excited amopg the 
spectators a due share of contempt, when dexterously 
laying hold of the circumstance, he affected to be 
ashamed of his cowardice, mustered up his whole 
stock of courage, and advanced, firing his match- 
lock at the same moment in a direction exactly 
contrary to that in which the enemy was supposed 
to stand ; when, apparently frightened at the noise 
of bis own gun, be sank down on hb knees and 
begged for mercy ; during this time, the expression 
of his face was inimitable, and the whole of the spec-' 
tators burst out into a shout of admiration." 

SIR FRANCIS DELAVAL. 
Once when Sir Francis Delaval stood for the borough 
of Andover, an opposition took place, and the corpo- 
ration was so closely divided, that it was nearly a drawn 
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battle between him and hb competitor. One sturdy 
fellow among the voters held out against all appli- 
cations : he declared, that he would yote for neither 
of the contending candidates. Sir Francis paid him 
a visit, and with much address endeavoured to dis- 
cover some means of softening him. Sir Francis knew 
that the man was unassailable by plain bribery ; he 
therefore tried to tempt his ambition, his love of 
pleasure, his curiosity, in short, every passion that he 
thought could actuate this obstinate voter. Sir Francis 
found, tliat all the public spectacles of London weire 
&mitiar to this man, who had often gone to town, on 
purpose to see various exhibitions. This seemed to 
have been his favourite relaxation. After many 
attempts, Sir Francis at last discovered, that this odd 
mortal had never seen a fire-eater, and that he did not 
believe the wonderful stories he had heard of fire- 
eaters ) nor could it, he said, be imagined, that any 
man could vomit smoke, and flame, and fire from his 
mouth, like a volcano. Sir Francb proposed to carry 
him immediately to town, and to show him the most 
accomplbhed eater of fire that had ever appeared. 
The wary citizen of Andover suspected some trick, 
and could by no means be prevailed upon to go up to 
town. Our staunch candidate, never at a loss for 
resource, despatched instantly a trusty servant to 
I/>ndon, requesting Angelo to come to his assistance. 
Among his various accomplishments, Angelo possessed 
the art of fire-eating in the utmost perfection ; and 
though no pecuniary consideration could have induced 
him to make a display of his talents in such an art, 
yet to oblige Sir Francis, to whom all his friends were 
enthusiastically devoted, Angelo complied. A few 



d by Google 



168 PERCY ANECDOTES* 

hours after he received the request, he thuadered Into 
Andover in a chaise and four, express^ to eat fire for 
Sir Francis Ddaval's friend ! When the obdmate- 
voter saw this gentleman come down, and with^such 
ex|>edit]on, on purpose to entertain him, he began to 
jield. But when Angelo filled his mouth with torrents, 
of flame, that, burst from his lips and nostrils, ^d 
seemed to issue even from his eyes ; when these flames 
changed to various colours^and seemed continually to 
increase even in volume and intensity, our voter was 
quite melted : he implored Angela. to run no farther 
hazard ; he confessed " that he did not think the devil 
himself could cast out such torrents of fire and flanoe, 
and that he believed Sir Francis had his Satanic 
Majesty for his friend, otherwise he never could 
have prevailed upon him to break the vow wMch 
he had made not to vote for him^'* 



CEREMONY. 
A • respectable man, an inhabitant of Frankfort, 
came, to Count Torrano to complain to him of the 
number of soldiers who were quartered upon him* 
The count being a Frenchman, his interpreter ofiered 
his services to the Frankforter ; but the latt^ did not 
coBceive that he required them. He presented turn- 
self before the count, and with a low bow accosted 
him as his Excellency, The count returned the bow, 
and also the ExceUency. Surprised at the hononr 
which was paid to bim, ihe Frankforter now began to 
think that he had not made nse of a title high enough ; 
and therefore with a still lower bow, aaid,M<m9eignem'* 
"Sir," said the count very seriously," wewillnot go any 
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farther, as we shall probably get'as far as your Majesty, 
The Frankforter was thrown into great embarrasment ; 
which- the count perceiving, he continued in a jocular 
tone, " What is your name, sir V* " My name b Span- 
genberg." *< And mine is Torrano/' said the count. 
" Now Spangenberg, what is your business with 
Jorrano ?^ " Be sea^d, and we shall soon dbpatch it." 

GABRICK'S BROTHER, 
George Garrickj the brother of the celebrated 
Boscius, was particularly attentive to him ; and every 
night on coming behind tiie scenes, usually enquired, 
** Has David wanted me?" On its being asked, how 
George came to die so soon after the demise of bis 
distinguished relative, it was answered, ** David 
wanted him." 



SELDEN. 
When the learned John Selden was a member of 
the famous assembly of divines at Westounster, who 
were appointed to new model religion, he used to 
delight in puzzling them with curious quibbles. In 
one of these debates, these venerable sages were very 
gravely employed in determining the distance between 
Jerusalem and Jericho ; and one of the brethren, to 
prove that it could be but a shortdbtance, observed, 
** Thai Jish was carried from one place to the other." 
On which Mr. Seldfsn said, " Perltiaps it was salt fish.*' 
TMs remark threw the determination agm into 
UBcertaiaty. 
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LIKE DOCTOR, LIKE PATIENT. 
A very eminent physician happened to be sent for 
one evening, after haying indulged at a convivial 
meeting; so that by the time he had been whirled to 
his patient's door, he was very ill qualified to decide 
in a case of difficulty. Having made shift to reach 
the drawing-room, and seeing a lady extended on a 
sofa, assisted by a female attendant, he by a sort of 
mechanical impulse seized her hand ; but finding 
himself utterly unable to form an opinion on the case, 
he exclaimed, " Drunk ! drunk, upon my honour !" 
(meaning that he was in that unfit state) and imme- 
diately made the best retreat he was able. Feeling 
rather awkwardly at this adventure, he was not im- 
patient to renew his visit ; but being sent for on 
some other occasion, he took courage, and was pre- 
paring an apology, when the lady presently removed 
his apprehensions, by whispering in his ear — '* My 
dear doctor, how could you find out my case so im- 
mediately the other evening? It was certainly a 
great proof of your skill ; but pray not a word more 
on the subject." The doctor thus added to his repute 
by a circumstance which might have endangered that 
of a less fortunate man. 



MEMORY. 
A player being reproached by Rich, for having 
forgot some of the words in the Beggar's Opera on 
the fifty-third night of its performance, cried out, 
*' What, do you fhink one can remember a thmg for 
ever?" 
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BON MOT. 
Shortly after hb late majesty's recovery in 1789, 
he happened one day» when riding out on horseback » 
to meet Lord Fyfe, on seeing whom he exclaimed, 
" There comes a man who is neither gambler nor rat !'* 
His lordship replied/" Your majesty is mistaken; I 
am the greatest gamester on earth ; Jot my aUison 
that horse." 



HONEST MOTTO. 
Persons who retire from trade are generally eager, 
from a false shame, to conceal the mode by which 
they acquired their wealth. An honourable exception 
to this occurred in the case of a Mr. Gillespie, a 
tobacconist, of the City of Edinburgh. Having ac- 
quired an ample fortune by the sale of snuff at the 
end of the American war, he set up a carriage ; and 
lest the public, or himself, might forget how he had 
acquired the means of keeping one, to arms of three 
snuff boxes rampant, he added the following doggrel 
couplet as a motto : 

** Who would have thought it. 
That noses could have bought it." 

SHUT THE DOOR. 

Among the peculiarities of Dr. Bumey, were two 

of a very innocent kind ; the first was the possession 

of wine of the best vintage ; the next, the dread of 

a current of air. " Shut the door," was the first salu- 

Q 2 
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tation uttered by him to any one who entered his 
apartment ; and but few of his associates ever 
neglected the mle. This custom did not abandon 
him on the most trying occasions ; for having been 
robbed while returning home one evening in his own 
carriage along the Greenwich rood, by a couple of 
footpads, who were more eager in obtaining his money 
than contributing to his comfort, he called them back 
in a peremptory tone ; and while they were wondering 
at what he wanted with them, he exclaimed in his 
usual manner, and with his own peculiar emphasis, 
*' Shut the door." A voice accustomed to command 
produced the desired effect, and he was instantly 
obeyed. 

CHARLES JAMES FOX. 
After By rou*s engagement in the West Indies, there 
was a great clamour about the badness of ammunition. 
Soon after this, Mr. Fox had a duel with Mr. Adam. 
On receiving that gentleman's ball, and finding it had 
made but little impression, he exclaimed, " Egad, 
Adam, it had been all over with me, if you had not 
charged with government powder /" 



PHYSICIAN AND CLERGYMAN. 

A clergyman and a physician lived in the same 
village, on terms of great intimacy. The former was 
attacked by a violent fit of the gout, and the latter 
attended his reverend fiiend, gratuitouilyy with un- 
abating success. 

The medical gentleman soon after called upon his 
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neighboor, the parson, to perform the raatrimoniai ser- 
vicre ; and the call was promptly and cheerfully obeyed. 
The clergyman took an early opportunity of with- 
drawhig himself from the assembled company, alone 
and unobseiyed : but he was soon followed to his home 
by a brother of the physician, requesting his accept- 
ance of aroleau of guineas as a marriage fee. The 
diYine retired for two minutes to his study, and returned 
the roleau to the bearer, with a note containing the 
following 

IMPROMPTU. 

To the doctor, the parson's a sort of a brother; 
And a good turn from one, deserves one of the other ; 
So take back your guineas, dear doctor, again ; 
Nor ^ve — what you so well can remedy — pain* 
Pemut me to wish you all joy and delight 
On th' occasion that brought us together to-night 
May health, fame, and wealth, attend yon thro' life. 
And ev'iy day add to the bliss of your wife, 

ADVANTAGE OF LEARNING. 
A gentleman telling Dr. Johnson that he had seen 
the learned pig, expressed himself astonished at his 
performances ; but at the same time sorry to consider 
the stripes which the animal must have suffered before 
he could have been taught to observe closely, and 
obey implicitly, the signs given by his master. " Sir," 
replied Johnson, " I think your sorrow and pity are 
misplaced; the animal should rather excite your 
envy ; as to his stripes, except stripes are inflicted 
npon the boy, it is very rare that the man becomes 
eminently learned; and with regard to the pig, if 
Q 3 
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yoa put hu present happiness in opposition to his 
fonner sufferings, tiie bidanoe will be in has ftiTour." 
" I do not know/' replied the gentleman, '* what his 
happiness consists in f I do not see any happiness 
ti»t he can enjoy." *< Not see what his happiness 
consists in ! joxk astonish me. Is not a ccmscionsness 
of superior aeqnirements happiness ? Is not being 
the first of his race happiness? Bot above all this, 
sir, oonnder, that the pig's learning has protracted 
his existence. Had he been illiterate, he had long 
since been smoaked into hams, rolled into collars of 
brawn, and consigned to the table of some luxarions 
citizen, as the companion to a fillet of veal, or a 
Norwich turkey. Now he is Tinted by the philo- 
sopher and- the politician ; by the brave and by the 
beautifpl ; by the scientific and the idle. He is 
gazed at with the eye of wonder ; contemplated with 
the smile of approbation ; and gratified with the 
murmur of applause." 

IRISH SAILOR. 
During the operation of the Orders in Council, an 
American merchantman was boarded by a British 
frigate, and a strict examination of the crew of the 
former was of course ordered. As the search pro- 
ceeded, an Irishman belonging to the merchantman 
came forward with all the confidence imaginable, to 
establish bb clums to a Yankee origin upon knowledge 
derived from conversations with his mess-mates. 
" Where were you born V* asked the English officer. 
" In Chflf/wton, plase your honour." " Charliston ! 
Where's that ?" " It is handy on to Boston, plase your 
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honour." " And do you know where Nantucket is ?'* 
asked the officer. " Och I Nance Tucket is It you 
mean ; I know her Tery well, and a big jade she is ; 
but what has become of her I*m not able to say." 
This reply brought poor Paddy into the long-boat. 

PARSON PATTEN. 
About half a century ago» Whitstable had a parson 
of the name of Patten, celebrated for his great 
oddity^ great humour, and equally great extravagance. 
OnciB standing in need of a new wig, he went over to 
Canterbury, and applied to a barber young in the 
business to make him one. The tradesman, who was 
just going to dinner, begged the honour of his new 
customer's company ; to which Patten most readily 
consented. After dinner, a large bowl of punch was 
produced ; and the reverend guest with equal readi- 
ness joined in emptying it When it was out, the 
wig-maker. was proceeding to business, and began to 
handle his measure ; when Mr. Patten desired him to 
desist, saying, he should not make his wig. " Why 
not ?" exclaimed the astonished host. " Have I 
done any thing to offend you, sir ?" " Not in the 
least," replied Patten ; " but I find you are a very 
honest, good-natured fellow, so I will take some one 
else in." 

PRIDE. 
A Spaniard rising from a fdi, whereby his nose had 
suffered conriderably, exclaimed, *' Voto a ta), esto 
es cannnar por la turru!" " This comes of walking 
upon earth!" 
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DR. WATTS. 
Dr. Watts was remarkable for his vivacity in con- 
versation, although he was never forward in the dis- 
play of it. Being one day in a coffee-room with 
some friends, he overheard a gentleman say, " What ! 
is that the great Dr. Watts?" The doctor, who was 
of low stature, turned suddenly round, and with 
great good humour repeated a verse from one of his 
lyric poems, which produced a silent admiration of 
his modesty and talents* 

** Were I so tall to reach (he pole. 

Or mete the ocean with roy span, 
I must be measured by my soul ; 
The mind 's tlie standard of the man.'' 



IN WANT OF A HUSBAND. 
A young lady was told by a married lady, that she 
had better precipitate herself from off the rocks of the 
Passaic falls into the basin beneath, than marry. 
The young lady replied, *^ I would, if I thought I 
should find a husband at the bottom.*' 

ATTITUDES. 

Angelo, the graceful fencing-master, was once con- 
sulted by Benslcy, the actor, on what he ought to do 
with his'hands while he was speakmg. Angelo told 
him, that it was impossible to prescribe what he should 
always do with them; but that it was easy to tell him 
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what should not be done ; " he should not put them 
into his breeches pockets ;'^ a custom to which poor 
Bensley was much addicted. 

GEORGE COLMAN, THE YOUNGER. 

A young gentleman bemg pressed very hard in 
company to sing, even after he had solemnly assured 
them he could not, observed testily that they were 
wanting to make a hutt of him. " No, my good sir," 
said Mr; Colman, who was present, " we only want to 
get a stave out of you.'' • 

A public singer having heard that Banuter's good 
voice arose from his swallowing a large quantity 
of port, used to get drunk every night with that wine, 
but all to no purpose. Mr. Colman, and Banister, 
happened to be together when this circumstance was 
told, to their no small amusement. " Ah !" said 
Colman, " the poor fellow is not in the secret ; he 
ought to swallow a pipe a day, and then he would 
pipe weU.** 

Mr. Colman was, on another occasion, rising to leave 
a convivial party, when he was strongly pressed to 
stay by the host, who remarked, that ** he must not go 
yet, for he was not half-primed." " Not half-primed V* 
said the wit. " I am both loaded and primed, and if 
you wait an instant, you shall hear me go off/' 

The same gentleman was once in a company of 
grave antiquaries, when the conversation turned on 
the origin of popular sayings. A gentleman present 
said nothing had puzzled him so much, as to ascertain 
the origin of the saying, ** I'll give you a cheque on 
Aldgate pump.'* Colman, who had been very silent 
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during the whole of the dry discussions -^f the even* 
ingr immediately remarked, that he supposed ** it was 
because they used to take draughts (drafts) there." 

His present roajesiy, when Prince of Wales, meeting 
Mr. Colman at a convivial party composed of the first 
wits of the day, gaily observed, that there were two 
George the Youngers in company. " But,*' continued 
His Royal Highness, " I should like to know who is 
George the Youngest ?" " Oh !" replied Colman, 
very happily, ** I could never have had the radeness 
to come into the world be&re your Royal Highness." 
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ANECDOTES OF ECqENTRlClTY. 



" CfaimeraB atli 8nd> more abeurd or lesa/' 

?EBPETUAI. MOTION SEEK??. 

Mb. Stukslby was a geoUemaa of (bftnae bred to 
the law, bat reUnqmahed the proieflaoB» and retired 
into the coontiy, fitted with, the project of disco- 
vering the p^rpetoalr motion. DnriDg a period of 
thirty yean, he neyer went abroiuL bat once, which 
was when he was obliged to take the oath of aUe* 
glance to King George the First ; this was also die 
only time he changed his shirt and clothes, or shaved 
himself, daring the whole time of his letieementK 

Mr. Stakeley was at once the dirtiest and tiie 
cleanliest of men, washing hie hands twenty times a 
day, but his hands only. His family consisted of two 
female servants, one of whom Ihred in the house, and 
the other out of It He uevei bad his bed made. After 
B 2 



d by Google 



4 PERCY ANECD0TB8. 

be relinquished the project of the perpetual motioo, 
he devoted himself to observing the works and eco- 
nomy of ants, and stocked the town so plenteously 
with that insect, that the fruits in the gardens were 
devoiired by them. 

During the reign of Queen Anne, whenever the 
Duke of Marlborough opened the trenches against a 
city in Flanders, he broke ground at the extremity 
of a floor in his house, made with lime and sand, • 
according to the custom of the country, and ad- 
vanced in his approaches regularly with his pick* axe, 
gaining work after work, clialked out on the ground 
according to the intelligence in the gazette; by which 
be took tfie town in the middle of the floor at Bide- 
ford, the same day the duke was master of it in 
Flanders : thus every city cost him a new floor. 
Sterne no doubt had Mr. Stukeley in his eye, when 
be drew the character of My Uncle Toby. 

Mr* Stokeley never sat on a chair, and when he 
chose to warm himself, he made a pit before the fire, 
into which he leapt, and thus sat on the floor. He 
suffered no one to see him, but the heir of his estate, 
bis brother, and sister ; the first never *but when he 
sent for him, and that very rarely ; the others some- 
times once a year, and sometimes seldomer, when he 
was cheerful, talkatire, and a lover of the tittle-tattle 
of the town. Notwithstanding his apparent avarice, 
he was by no means covetous of money ; for, during 
his seclusion, he never received nor asked for any 
rent from many of his tenants ; those who brought 
him money, he would often keep at an irm more 
than a week, and then pay all their expenses, and 
dismiss them without receiving a shilling. He lived 
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well, 'm his house, frequently gave to the poor, alwi^s 
ate from large joints of meat ; never saw any thing 
twice at table ; and at Christmas divided a certain 
sum of m(Hiej amongst the necessitons of the town. 
He seemed to b$ afraid of two things onlj ; one, 
being killed for his riches ; the other, being infected 
with disease ; for which reasons he would send his 
maid sometimes to borrow a half crown from his 
neighbours, to hint he was poor ; and always re- 
ceived tlie money which was paid him, in a bason of 
water, to prevent taking infection from those who 
paid him. He did not keep his money locked up, 
but piled it on the shelves before the plates in his 
kitchen. In bis chamber, into which no servant had 
entered during the time of his remaining at home, 
he had two thousand guineas on the top of a 
low chest of drawers covered with dust, and five 
hundred on the floor, where it lay five and twenty 
years ; this last sum a child, which he was fond of 
playing with, had thrown down, by oversetting a table 
that stood upon one foot ; the table continued in 
the same situation also : through this money he had 
made two paths, by kicking the pieces on one side, 
one of which led from the door to the window, tlie 
other from the window to the bed. Wheu he quitted 
the Temple in London, he left an old portmanteau 
over the portal of the anti-chamber, where it had 
continued many years, during which time, the cham^ 
bers . had passed through several hands ; at length a 
gentleman who possessed them, ordered his servant 
to pull it down ; it broke, being rotten, and out fell 
four or five hundred pieces of gold, which were found 
to belong to Mr. Stukeley, from the papers enclosed. 
B 3 
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It WM generally supposed at his death, that he bad 
pot large sums in the hands of a banker, or lent them 
to some tradesman in L.ondon, without taking any 
memorandum ; all which were lost to his heirs, as 
he would never say to whom he lent them. He was 
afraid, perhaps, lest he should hear it was lost; fot 
there are some that can bear to suspect, though not 
to know positiyely, that their riches have taken to 
themselves wings. After more than thirty years living 
a recluse, be was at last found dead in his bed, at 
the age of seventy. 

The gentleman who accompanied him to the 
Town Hall, when lie wen% to take the oath of alle- 
giance, talked with him on every subject he could 
recollect, without discovering in him the least due- 
ture of madness. He rallied himself on the per- 
petual motion, laughed at the folly of confining 
himself in-doors, and said he believed he should, 
some time or other, come abroad again, like other 
men. He was always esteemed a person of good 
understanding, before his shutting himself up. At 
the time of his death, he was building a house, the 
walls of which were seven feet thick. 



RESPECTABLE MISANTHROPE, 

A house in Orub Street had long been noted as 
die residence of a solitary gentleman, whom nobody 
could ever catch a glimpse of, and who permitted 
nobody to see him, except an old maid servant, and 
her only in some cases of great necessity. Three 
rooms of the house he reserved for his exclusWe 
use: o«e for eating in ; a second as a study } and a 
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third as a bed-room. His time was spent in reading, 
meditation, and prayer. His diet was constantly 
bread, water gruel, milk, and vegetables ; and when 
he indulged himself most, the yoik of an egg. No 
Carthusian monk was ever more rigid and constant 
in his abstinence. He seemed, notwithstanding, in 
no want of money to haye purchased every luxury 
of life. He bought all the new books that were 
published, although there was seldom one which, on 
a slight examination, he did not throw aside, lie 
expended large sums, too, in acts of charity ; and 
was very inquisitive after proper objects. He died 
the 29th of October, 1639, in the eighty-fourth year 
of his age, and lies buried in St. Giles's Church, 
near Cripplegate. The old maid servant died but 
six days before her master. 

Henry Welby, for such was the name of this sin- 
gular recluse, was a native of Lincolnshire, where 
he had an estate of about a thousand pounds a year. 
He possessed, in an eminent degree, the qualifica- 
tions of a gentleman. Having been a competent 
time at the University and the inns of court, he com- 
pleted his education by making the tour of Europe. 
He was happy in the love and esteem of his friends, 
and indeed of all that knew him, as his heart was 
warm, and the virtues of it were displayed in nu- 
merous acts of humanity, benevolence, and charity* 
When he was about forty years of age, his brother, 
an abandoned profligate, made an attempt upon his 
life, with a pistol, which not going off, he wrested 
it from his hands, and found it to be double charged 
with bullets. The event filled him with such horror, 
such a disgust, lor the soeiety of men, that he re- 
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solved to seoliMk liimtelf ffon it for ever ; and so 
strictly did be adbere to this letohitioD, tiiat although 
hd had a very amiable daughter, who was nianied 
to Sir Christopher UiUiard, a Yorkshire gentlemaD, 
neither she, nor any of her family^ ever saw her 
father after his retiroment. 

A SCHOLAR'S BURIAL. 

Mr. John Underwood, of Naffington, who died in 
1733, and was buried at Whittlesea, l^t six thou- 
sand pounds to his sister^ on condition of her buiy* 
ing bim in the following eccentric manner. When 
the grave was filled np, and covered with the turf, 
six gentlemen, who were appointed to follow him, 
and to whom be left ten guineas each, with orders 
not to wear black, snag the last stanza of the 20th 
ode of the second book of Horace. No bell was 
toBed ; no one waa invited bat these six gentlemen ; 
and no relation foUowed the corpse. The coffin 
was painted green, according to his direction ; and 
he was buried with all hb dodies on. Under his 
bead was placed Sauadon's Horace ; at his feet, 
Bentley's Milton; in l»s right hand, a small Greek 
Testament, widi an inscription in gold letters ; 
in his left hand a pocket edition of Horace, with 
this inscription, Musit Amicus, J. U. ; and under 
hun, BeMley's Horace. After the ceremony 
was over, the parties attending it returned to bis 
house, where his sister had provided a very good 
sapper ; and when the doth was removed, they 
sung the 31st ode of the first book of Horace, drank 
a cbeerfol glass, and then went home. 
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All this was in strict consonance to his will, which, 
after giving very minute directions, thus concluded : 
*' Which done, I would have them take a cheerful 
glass, and think no more of John Underwood." 

MEZERAY. 

The French historian, Mezeray, was a man sub- 
ject to strange humours ; extremely negligent in his 
person ; and so careless in his dress, that he might 
Lave passed for a beggar, rather than what he was. 
He used to study and write by candle-light, even at 
noon day in the summer ; and, as if there had been 
no sun in the world, always waited upon his com- 
pany to tlie door with a candle in his hand. He 
was secretary of the French Academy ; and it was 
a constant way with him, when candidates offered 
themselves for vacant places in the academy, to 
throw in a black ball, instead of a white one. 
When his friends asked him the reason of this 
unkind procedure, he answered, that "it was to 
leave to posterity a monument of the freedom of 
elections in the academy." 

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY. 

Sir Philip.Cravenleigh, a gentleman of good for- 
tune in Shropshire, built a houite, which contained 
every thing that other persons usually erect offices 
for, viz., barns, granary, stables, cow-house, piggery, 
pigeon-house, sitting, drawfng, and bed rooms, all 
surrounded by one great court. His own bed- 
chamber was next to the barn, because he liked the 
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uoise of the flail at five o'clock fn the morniDg. 
His great amusement was farming ; keeping a thou- 
sand acres of land in his own management, the 
whole produce of which was consumed by his own 
family. He wfiuld not suffer a single penny to be 
laid out for an^rticle the farm produced ; such as 
wheat, malt, hops, meat, butter, milk, cheese, cider, 
&:c. He extended diis rigid rule to wine ; but aft^r 
bringing his son up as a gardener, sent him to France 
to learn the art of planthig and dressing vines. On 
his return home, he had a vineyard planted, and 
drank the wine produced from it, whether it was 
good or bad. He used honey instead of sugar, 
which he would never permit, any more than tea, to 
enter his house. 

His family, from a wasteful extravagance, were 
once two months without bread ; but still he would 
not permit a single loaf to be bought, but lived him- 
self, and made all his fkmily live, upon potatoes. 
Sir Philip was kind, nay, charitable, and much be- 
loved. He was good-natured, unless any one of- 
fered to contradict his humour ; in which case, he 
became angry and inflexible. He governed a family 
of a hundred persons like a stem but'sensible bashaw; 
and never had any freaks of ill-nature, either with his 
family or servants. 

EXTRAORDINARY BEQUESTS. 

The late Mr. Feter Isaac TheUuson, whose name 
is immortalized by one of the most extraordinary 
tesfimentary deeds on record, was a native of France. 
Early in life, he settled as a merchant in London, 
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aad made ibeie that immense fbrtmie which became 
the subject of his will. It amounted to id>oat seyen 
hundred thousand pounds. To his wife and children, 
he left a£lOO,000. The residue he beqnea&ed to 
certain trustees, who were to lay it out in the pur- 
chase of estates in I^gland, and to lay out ail the 
accumulating proceeds from these estates in the sane 
manner, until all the male children of his sons and 
grandsons should be dead. If at that rewote period 
there should be any of his Hneal: descendants aliye, 
the whole of &e<TbeU«8on pvoperly is to be thears, 
on condition that if they are < of a different name, 
they shall assume 4hat of their magnificent bene- 
' factor. Before this can ha|^eii, however, it is esti- 
mated that from ninety to one hundred ^ and twenty 
years must elapse. • If the succession should open at 
the first of these periods, 'the property will amount to 
about^tfair^'^fiTe millions ; if not till the last, to one 
hundred and forty millions! Should there, how- 
eyer, be none of tiie line of Thelluson existing at 
the demise of all the male children of hb sons and 
grandsons, dien the whole of the estates are to be 
sold, and the money applied to the Mting fund, 
under ^e direction of Parliament 

Mr. Thelluson's heirs at lawBistitiilld a {»ocess 
in the Court of Chancery, to set aside the will ; 
but after many long and learned arguments, it was 
pronounoed to be a good and yatid dispo^ of 
pfop«i4y. 

It is an old saymg, that ih^ mamage ihet^ mattsrs 
better in France; and some persons may think the 
adage confirmed by the following case in point, 
which we meet with in the judicial records of that 
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country. M. Boursauit had, like Mr. Tbelliuou, 
acquired great wealth in trade, and his only relative 
at his death, was a niece. By a will which he 
made, he directed that two hundred louis d'ors, being 
the sum he made the first year he began business, 
should be buried in his grave, as he thought no one 
worthy to inherit the first fruits of his toil. The rest 
of his fortune he bequeathed in this mamier ; one 
tenth to be paid to his niece, in ten years, and 
another tenth in twenty years. The other eight 
tenths were to be paid to her children, if she had 
any ; and in case of the death of his niece without 
children, the money was to go to the Hotel Dieu. 

M. Boursault's heiress at law, was as little 
pleased as the heirs of Mr. Thelluson, and com- 
plained to the parliament of Paris; who judgmg 
differently from our Court of Chancery, pronounced 
the will to be the act of a madman, and gave the 
whole property to the niece. 

THE SADLER'S DAUGHTER. 
A rich Sadler, whose daughter was afterwards 
married to Dunk, the celebrated Earl of Halifax, 
ordered in hi$ will, that she should lose the whole 
of her fortune, if she did not marry a sadler. The 
young Earl of Halifax, in order to win the bride, 
actually served an apprenticeship of seven years to 
a sadler, and afterwards bound himself to the rich 
Sadler's daughter for life. 
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PETER BIG BROGUES. 
A young Irishman of the county of Meatli, named 
Peter Gaynor, resolve^ to go to the West Indies, to 
make, as the saying is, his fortune. On the day he 
set out on his travels, he had on a pair of shoes 
of such enormous size, that his friends and acquaint- 
ance, who had assembled in great numbers to wish 
likn long life and good luck, unanimously dubbed him 
with the name of Peter Big Brogues. Peter, with a 
great deal of eccentricity, was shrewd, industrioos, 
persevering, and obliging ; in the course of years, he 
acquired a large fortune, and lived to see his only 
child married to Sir George Colebrook, chairman 
to the East India Company, and a banker in London, 
to whom Big Brogues gave with his daughter two 
liundred thousand pounds. 

PETER BIG BROGUES' NEPHEW. 

Big Brogues had a nephew uf the name of Augus- 
tine Pentheney, who was very early in life encou- 
raged, to make a voyage to the West Indies, to follow 
his trade of a cooper, under the patronage of his 
uncle, and acquired, like him, an immense fortune. 
He became, indeed, the richer, though not the bet- 
ter, man of the two ; he accumulated at least 
^300,000, but used it in a way that was a disgrace to 
human nature. He was a miser of the most perfect 
drawing, perhaps, that nature has given to the world. 
Mr. A. Pentheney saw mankind through one me- 
dium only ; Ids vital powers were so diverted from 
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generoas or social subjects, by the prevailing passion 
of gold, that he could discover no worth in any cha- 
racter, however T^ii^rable or respectable, that was 
not seconded by riob^s ; in fact, any one that was 
not rich, he considered only as an inferior animal » ' 
neither worthy of netioe, nor safe to be admitted into 
society. This extraordkoary feeling he ejUended to 
the female sex, and, if pos»i^e,wtth a greater degree 
of disgust A'woipan he considered only as an in- 
cumbrance on a iQtn of pfoperty, and therefore be 
never could be prevailed npon {to admit one into 
his confidence. As to wedlock, he utterly and uni- 
fonnly rejected the v idea of it His wife wiis the 
public funds, and his childc^n, guineas ; and uo parent 
or buftband paid more deference or care to the com- 
forts •of bis lamily. He was never known to separate 
his immeikBe hoaid, by rewarding a generous action, 
or alleviating an accidental mkfortune, by the appli- 
cation of one shilling to such purposes. It could 
scarcely be expected, indeed, that a man who was 
so niggardly cdt comforts "to himself, would bestow 
charily. i^oB others. The evening before be died, 
some busy fidend sent a respectable physician to 
htm; the old miser did not show any .apparent 
dialike to ike visit, until he recollected the doctor 
might expect a flee; this ^li^rmed him, andiin- 
mediately raising himself in the bed, headdress^ 
the Irish Esculapius in the fpll(»wing words : ^'Doc- 
tor,,! am a strong man, and know mydisordery and 
could cilie myself^ but as ^Mr. Nangle bas sent you 
to my aoistance, I tball not eichange you for any 
other person^T if we can come to an understanding : in 
fact,.! voflb to know what you will charge lor yoor 
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attendance till I am recovered." Tlie doetor an- 
swered, eight guineas. " Ab, sir," said the ckld man, 
'* if you knew my disorder^you would not be exorbi- 
tant : but to put an end to this discussion, I will 
give you six guineas and a half." The doctor as* 
sented,. and the patient held out his arm with the fee, 
to have his pulse considered, and then laid himself 
down again. His relations were numerous, but not 
being, in hisopinion, quaiified,from want of experience 
in the management of money, to nurse his wealth, he 
bequeathed the whole of it to a rich family in the 
West Indies, with the generous sum of ^4 annually to 
a faithful servant,who lived with him twenty- four years. 
In the will, he expresses great kindness for poor John, 
and says he bequeathed the ^£4 for his kind ser- 
vices, that his latter days may be spent i» com- 
fortable independence ! lake Theiluson* he would 
not allow his fortuoe to pass to his beics immediately, 
as he directed that the whole should be funded foe four- 
teen years, and then, in its improved state, be at the 
disposal of the heirs he bad choacwt^ For the regu^ 
lalion of his last will and testament, lie appointed 
Walter Nangle, Esq,, and Major O'Farrell, c^ the 
Austrian army, his exeouters, and the Right Hon* 
David La Toucbe, and Lofd Fingal, tt«stee«» 

A NEWS' PROVIDER. 

Mr. Samuel Crisp, who died about the yeai 1784, 
was a stock-broker, and retired from business wkb 
an edsy competency. His daily amusement for the 
last fourteen years of his life. Was in throwing into the 
letter-box of the several newspapers, slips of paper, 
c 2 
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containing short hints and broken sentences. And 
to gather materials for these, he travelled in the 
stage from London to Greenwich, and back again, 
in the same coach, every day. The owner of the 
Greenwich stage never anticipating that he would 
have so constant a customer, had agreed to carry 
him at all times for £tT a yesr ; but he refused 
at last to stand by his agreement, and this, with 
some other mortifications from the newspaper editors, 
who did not value his favours at quite so high a 
rate as he thought he merited, put an end to poor 
Mr. Crisp's life. 

EPICURISM. 

Mr. Rogerson, the son of a gentleman of large for- 
tune in Gloucestershire, after receiving an excellent 
education, was sent abroad to make the grand tour. 
In this journey, young Rogerson attended to nothing 
but the various mod«s of cookery, and the methods 
of eating and drinking luxuriously. Before his re- 
turn, his father died, when he entered into the pos- 
session of a very large fortune, and a small landed 
estate. He was now able to look over his notes of 
epicurism, and ysf discover where the most exquisite 
dishes were to be had, and the best cooks to be pro- 
cured. He had no other servants in his house but 
men cooks, for his footman, butler, housekeeper, 
coachman, and grooms, were all cooks. Amongst 
those that were more professionally so, were three 
cooks from Italy, one from Florence, another from 
Sienna, and another from Viterbo, who was em- 
ployed for the special purpose of dressing one par- 
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^olar dish only, the ddcce jnecante pf Florence. He 
had also a German cook for dresung the livers of 
turkies, and the rest were all French. 

Mr. Rogerson had a messenger constantly tra- 
Tilling between Brittany and Ixmdon, to bring him 
the eggs of a certain sort of plover near St. Malo ; 
$nd so extravagant was he, that he has ate a single 
dikiner which, thou^ consistmg of two dishes only, 
cost him upwards of fifty guineas. He counted the 
minutes between his meals, and was wholly ab- 
sorbed in devising means to indulge his appetite. 

In the course of nine years, he found his table 
dreadfully abridged by the ruin of his fortune, and 
he was verging fast to poverty. Wheti he had spent 
a fortune of a hundred and fifty thousand pounds, and 
was totally ruined, a friend gave him a guinea to 
keep him from starving ; but a short time after, he 
was found dressing an Ortolan for himself* A few 
days afterwards he died by his own hands. 

SAUCY AUKANGEMENTS. 

Mr. John Langley, an Englishmaift* wlio settled m 
Ireland, where he died, left the following extraor- 
dinary will : 

" I, John Langley, born at Wincanton in Somer- 
setshire, and settled in Ireland in the year 1651 , now 
' in my right mind and wits, do make my will in my 
own hand-writing. I do leave all my house goods, 
and farm of Black Kettle, of two hundred and fifty- 
three acres, to my sod, commonly called Stubborn 
Jack ; to him and hb heirs for ever, provided he 
maniesa Protestant woman, but not Alice Kendrick, 
c 3 
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wlio called iDe Oliver's whelp. My new buck-skio 
breeches, and my silver tobacco-stopper, witli J. L, 
on the top, I give to Richard Richards, my comrade, 
who helped me off at the storming of Clonmeil, when 
I was shot through the leg. My said son John shall 
keep my body above ground six days and six nights 
after I am dead ; and Grace Kendrick shall lay ine 
out, who shall have for so doing five shillings. My 
body shall be put upon the oak table, in the brown 
room, and fifty Irishmen shall be invited to my wake, 
. and every one shall have two quarts of the best aqua 
vita, and each one a skein, dish, and knife laid beforo 
him ; and when the liquor is out, nail up my coffin, 
and c-ommit me to earth, whence I came. This is 
my will. Witness my hand, this third of March, 
1674. 

JOHN LANOLEY." 

Some of Mr. Langley's friends asked him why he 
would be at such expense in treating the Irishmen 
whom he hated ? He replied, that if they got drunk 
at his wake, they would probably get to lighting and 
kill one another, which would do something towards 
lessening the breed. 

SIR GEORGE HASTINGS. 

The estate of Woodlands, in Dorset, belonged some 
ages ago to Sir George Hastings, whose father, brother, 
and nephew, were all Earls of Huntingdon. At 
Winborne St. Giles, there is a whole length picture 
of Sir George. He is dressed in a stiff-»kirted, lead 
coloured, coat, with knots or tags at his girdle, a white 
round hat, large band, great boots with long turned* 
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^own tops, and spurs, with a great piece of leather in 
front, a hunting pole in his right hand, and his gloves 
in hln left. Under the picture is the following ac- 
count of him, drawn b^ Shaftesbury, the noble author 
of the Characteristics. 

" He was, paradvcnture, an original in onr age, or 
rather the copy of our ancient nobility in hunting, 
not in warlike times. He was low, very strong* and 
▼ery active ; of reddbh flaxen hair ; his clothes 
always green cloth, and never worth, when new, five 
pounds. His house was perfectly of the old fashion, 
in the midst of a large park, well stocked with deer ; 
and near the house, rabbits for his kitchen ; many 
fish ponds; great store of wood and timber ; a bowling 
green, long, but narrow, full of high ridges, it 
being never levelled since it was ploughed ; they used 
round sand bowls, and it had a large banquetting 
house, like a stand, built in a tree. He kept all 
manner of sport hounds, that run buck, fox, hare, 
otter, and badger ; and hawks, long and short winged. 
He bad a walk in the forest, and the manor of 
Christchurch ; this last supplied him with red deer ; 
sea and river fish ; and indeed all his neighbours' 
grounds, and royalties, were free to him, who be- 
stowed all his time on these sports, but what he bor- 
rowed to caress his tenants' wives and daughters, there 
being not a woman in all his walks, of the degree of a 
yeoman's wife, or under, and under the age of forty, 
but it was her own fault if he was not intimately ac- 
quainted with her. This made him very popular, 
always speaking kindly to the husband, brother, or 
father, wbo was, to boot, very welcome in bis house. 
Whenever he came there, he found beef, pudding, and 
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small beer, iii great plenty ; fbe hoase not so n«Btljr 
kept as to sbame him, or dirty his shoes; ti!ie great 
hall strewed with ittaitoW bones, fall of hawks, pftches, 
hounds, spaniels, ahd terrieA ; the upper Me oP (he 
hall hung with fox skins of this and tlie last yeki^ 
killing ; here and there & poleeat, ((Aeniitced with 
game keepers' and hunters' poles iii ^re^abutidaDee. 
The parlour wa^ « large room, as prop^tly fntniaAied. 
On a great heatlii, paved with brick, lay soitfe terriert, 
and the choicest hounds and spaniels. SddOm but 
two of the great chairs had litter^ of cats in ^em, 
which -were not to be disturbed, he always having 
three or four attending him at dinner, and a little 
white sdck of fourteen indhes lon^, lying by his 
trencher, that he might defend such meM as he had 
no mind to part with to them. The windows, which 
were Very large, served for places to lay his antt^, 
6ix>ss bows, and stone bows, and such Kke accoutre- 
nl^ents ; the corners of the rooms full of th6 best chosen 
hunting poles ; his oyster table at the lower end, 
t^hidh vNis in constant use twice a day, a!l the year 
roiind, for he never faife«h to eat oysters both dinner 
and supper, at all seasons ; the neighbouring town of 
Foole Supplied him with them. The u^er part of 
the room had two small tables and a desk, on one 
sidie of #hich there was a churdi Bible, and on th^ 
other side the Bobk of Martyrs ; on the tables wie¥e 
hawks, hoods, bells, and such like ; two or three old 
green hats with the crown thrust iu, so as to hold ten 
or a dosen eggs, which were of the pheasant kind of 
poultry ; these he took roucli care of, and fed himself. 
Tables, dibe, cards, and books, were not warning. In 
the hole of the desk, were a »tore df 'tobacco-pipes that 
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had been ased. On one side of this end of the foom, 
was the door of the closet, wherein stood the strong 
beer, and the wine, which never came from tlience 
but in single glasses, that being the rule of the house 
exactly observed, for he never exceeded in drink, or 
permitted it. On the other side was the door of an 
old chapel, not used for devotion ; the pulpit, as the 
safest place, was never wanting of a cold chine of 
beef, venison pasty, gammon of bacon, or a great 
Rp^!s pie, with thick crust, extremely baked. Hi» 
table cost him not much, though it was good to eat 
at. His sports supplied all but beef or mutton, ex- 
cept on Fridays, when he had the best of salt fish, at 
well as any other fish he could get : and this was the 
day bis neighbours of best quality visited, him. He 
never wanted a London pudding, and always sang it 
in ; * With ray part lyes therein a*. * He drank a 
glass or two of wine at meals, very often put syrup of 
giily flowers in his sack, and had. always a tun glass 
without feet, stood before him, holding a pint of small 
beer, which he often stirred with rosemary. He was 
well uatured, but soon angry. 

• ••«••»« 

" He lived to be an hundred, and never lost his eye- 
sight, but always wrote and read without spectacles, 
and got on horseback without help. Until past four- 
score, be rode to the death of a stag as well as any." 

ADMONITION AND THANKS. 

Mr. Cox, who was parish-clerk of St. Clement 
Danes in the early part of last century^ once lent a 
man fifty shillings, which he kept him out of for several 
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years. When Caz called at bis house, be coold never 
find him at home, thongfa be aliMiys went to dmrch 
on Sottdayi where he conlronted hit creditor in the 
middle aisle. Cok wtm nrach mortified at thb as^ 
snraace, and resolved one way or another to remind 
him of his obligation ; and that too nubile labouring 
in his proper vocation. One Sunday^ when his tiid 
antagonist was seated, and biddwg defiance to all 
pecuniary claimsy Cox, looking htm ftiU in the faee^ 
repeated the first lines of two stkvev be bad selected, 
commencing—- 

" The wicked borrowetb, and payetb not again." 

This admonition had the desired effect, for the 
niBxt day the man called and paid him the money. 

Mr. Cox, -^0 was a facetious old mau, and loved 
his pipe and glass, had some difficulty of gelthig out 
from his wife, who ^^as somewhat of a termagant. 
At lengtii she died, and it wai observed, that on the 
evening she Was buried, the old clerk gave out the 
psalm begihning — 

" This is a joyful day indeed." 

VANDRAMINI. THE PAINTER. 

Some years ago, when artists were more ^;arce than 
they are at present, Vandramini, the painter, was 
taken into Yorkshire by Mr. Aislaby, of Studley 
Park, to paint him some pictures; but he com- 
mitted such excessesi that he was at length turned 
out of doors. Under those circumstances, he went 
to a draper at York, where he bad frequently been 
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witli bis patron, and took goods for clothing on 
credit , and as, in conversation, he discovered that the 
man iiad saved one or two hundred poonds^he persuaded 
him to part mth it, by the promise, of five per cent 
interest ; then getting a taUor xecommended to make 
the olothes, he decamped in a hnrry. It was some 
mondis before Mr. Aislaby had occauonto go to 
' Yoik, iaad when he called on the draper, the latter 
ventmaed to ask after his Ihead, when the other ex- 
claimed, be had tamed the xascal oat of doors for his 
drankennesa and. dissolute conduct. An explanation 
took place,. and' Ihe man ^jea> advised to get a picture 
for his mon^, as . the {laiater wa& ao farther -off than 
Scasborough. Tiie advice was ^oUowed, and he found 
Ihe artist ; wiio, after a bottler painted before ke^ left 
•bim a iai^e>ktad cf Sat^nAftot. the fall. This was 
«abibited ^atis at the draper's boose, at York, .and 
by. tbecQmpanj.it attracted, amply repaid him. The 
poor tailor, who lived opposite, and . had made the 
clothes, being mortified at his neighbour's ; success, 
determined to walk over to Scarborough, to see i if 
be also could obtain a picture. On being intro- 
ilnced to Vandramini, with many bow8>.and scrapes, 
^fged, as tiie artist had painted a..pictnia for bis 
neighbour that was like to make hb fortune, he would 
likewise punt one for him ; but as his account was 
4ioiM great as the draper's, he observed that he could 
«iot expect so large a picture ; if he would be «o good, 
lioweorer, as to paint bim a little devil, he should be 
laach obliged. The whim took ; ^e got a small pic- 
tore, and relamad to York, where both pieces were 
exhibited i«^th> great edat. 
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DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

The eccentric; Duke of Newcastle kept the most 
princely table, and the greatest number of domestics, 
of any nobleman in the three kingdoms* He would 
never suffer any one of tliem, during a series of years, 
to dispose of any part of tlieir old liveries, but made 
this usual perquisite up to them in money, and the 
cast-off clothes were carefully deposited in a large 
store room, apropriated to that purpose, where they 
remained until after his grace's decease, when they 
were sold. The number of suits had so accumulated, 
that on their dispersion, and for a year or two after, tliere 
was scarcely a carter, coachman, drayman, chairman, 
or porter, in London, but wore the Newcastle livery. 

The duke Is known repeatedly to have had thirty 
legs of mutton cut up in one day, merely to take oat 
•the pope's eye. 

The part which his grace acted at the funeral of 
George the Second, is thus pleasantly described by 
Horace Walpole. " The serious part of this grave 
scene," he says, " was fully contrasted by the bur- 
lesque Duke of Newcastle. He fell into a fit of 
crying the mohieut he came into the chapel, and flung 
himself back in a stall, the archbishop hovering over 
him with a smelling bottle ; but in two minutes his 
curiosity got the better of his hypocrisy , and be ran 
about the chapel with his glass, to spy who was, or 
was hot, there, spying with one hand, and mopping 
his eyes with the other. Then returned the fear of 
catching cold ; and the Duke of Cumberland, who 
was sinking with heat, felt himself weighed down. 
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and turning round, found it was the Duke of N. 
standing upon bis train, to avoid the chili of the 
marble." 

GEITING A PRIZE. 

Mr.Lenlhall,whowas descended from the Speaker 
of that name, while he lived at Burfoid, had a very 
good butler, who one morning came to him with a 
letter in his hand, and rubbing his forehead in that 
indescribable manner, which is an introduction to some- 
thing which the person does not well know how to 
communicate, he told Mr. Lenthall, that he was very 
sorry to be obliged to quit his service. " Why, 
what is the matter, John? has any body offended 
you? — I thought jou were as happy as any man 
could be in your situation." — " Yes, please your 
honour, that's not the thing, but I have just got a 
prize in the lottery of ^£3000, and I have all my 
life had a wish to live for one twelvemonth like a 
man of two or three thousand a year -, and all I ask of 
your honour is, that when I have spent the money, 
you will take me back again into your service.*'— 
** That is a promise," said Mr. Lenthall, ** which I 
believe I may safely make, as there is very little pro- 
bability of your wishing toreturn to be a butler after 
having lived as a gentleman." 

Mr. Lenthall was, however, mistaken. John spent 
nearly the amount of his ticket in less than a year. 
He had previously bought himself a small annuity to 
provide for his old age ; when he had spent ail the 
rest of his money, he actually returned to the service 
of Mr. Lenthall, with whom he lived many years, 
o 
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FORTUNATE VENTURE. 

In the year 1774, the following singular letter was 
read at a Board oi Directors of the ^i^st India Com- 
pany. 

** OENTLBMEN, 

" I am a clergy9i?in of Pj, in j^e Qp.qij^ty of 
Cambridge. I baye a p^pel of fipe |t)ay8, .j|?ut aqt 
nnu<;h c^?h to prpvjde for ^ni. :<My ejidest son I 
intended for a pijUar ,Gif the c^iur^h,; wjth this view, 
I ^7e him a sij^taWe ed^p^i^n ^ »4»opi, ^ftd §ft^r- 
w^rds entered hipi at Cj^ml^ri^ge j ^[^^e^lie resi4l2d 
the U3V(al tin^e, ^pd .^^st (C^hri^tinas ,tQpk his ^eff^, 
vfith some repvit^tipn to l^mself; hi|t IjQu^tat the 
sapie tiipe add, th^it he is ,iQore lively tp ki^k a church 
down, than to ^uppprt one. He is pf ^ vfyty §pcen- 
tric gepius ', he ]ifi4 no np^on of r^^^int tp chapel 
gates, lectui?8» &:c., for yr^nt ,pf pbedience to their 
i;Viles: }if ^trgajed.-^em.jn i]^ cpn^paptiblei light of 
not bc«pg,gpn4«men,. an4 s^eiwpd.to intiwate that h^ 
^hpnld jcall tl^em to an accpi^t, ^^ i^iL.fui affair otf 
honov^. Thi^^pa ^sqpnceft^dall py ^lans for h^ ; 
t^^4 oo^ taimng ^th ;him |he qther 4fty> l^d asl^iog 
him what jpad \n hpnpor would choose to j)msttein 
future life, he told me ^at,^8 jtlfin ;«r^ to go into 
*}?pJ5eto.^mpe. Upoft jiieiiig intpwpg^^ted, whether 
he.^d.aay i^^^^l^ .^is^pec^tion frpjft ^^ quarter ? 
lie JwHfiA «Mil* »nd.salA« No. Npw, gp?\tl€ipen, I 
l^PV nQ»?»pre oi ypq.^n yqi; do .of .me,. wid there- 
fore it is not unliMy ,. but ^t you, yf}i\ Iflflk upon 
me to.be,as cMinericid a jb^h as my 9on„.in .ivfd^g 
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tl^ applitiiition to you ; but you wilt remettiber, thftt 

he U my sod, and that reflectidn, I hope, will be 

deemed a sufficient apology. I want your advice, 

and not kUdwing any individual amongst you, I ap^Iy 

to you publicly as a body. If he will suit ybttr ser- 

vlciB, and you can help me^ do. He is now about 

twenty, tofiar six feet high, weTIinade, stout, and very 

active, and is as bdld and ihtrd^tid us a lioik. He i^ 

of a Welsh eztractiou for mdny ge^lerations ; and I 

think, as my fiV^t-boi^i, Mi nx)t degteheirated. If you 

like to !6ok at hiin, you shal) si6e hiita, and jildg^ for 

yburselvfe^. You ihay leavd" xi^otd with your clerk. 

I shall call d|afe shortly to hear what you say ; and 

rehiAin; iii the mesmtime, 

" Gentleman, youths, &c. (in haste) 

" tnOMAS JONfiS." 

** Black Bull JnUf Bishapsgate Street, 
March 3. 1774." 

" P.S. If ycfu like hlmj I will equip him." 

The Board of Directors, pleased with the blunt 
simplicity of thid letter, orde^^d an appointment to 
be made out for the young man as a cadet. 

SWIFT AT THOMAS-TOWN. 

Dean Swift had heard much of the hospitable feisti- 
viti^s of Thomas-town, the seat of Mr. Matbew 
(Bee Anecdotes of Conviviitllty), ft'om his friend. 
Dr. Sheridan ; who had oiteft been a w^lcdlne guest, 
bo& on account of hU conVlvial qttalitie^, and? as 
beiiig the preceptor of the^ tepheW of Mr. Mathew. 
d2 
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He at length became desirous of ascertaining with 
bis own eyes, the truth of a report, which be could 
not forbear considering as greatly exaggerated. On 
receiving an intimation of this from Sheridan, Mr. 
JMathew wrote a polite letter to the dean, requesting 
tlie honour of a visit, in company with the doctor, 
at his next school vacation. They accordingly set 
out on horseback, attended by a gentleman who was 
a near relation to Kr. Mathew. 

They had scarcely reached the inn where they 
intended to pass the first night, and which, like most 
of the Irish inns, at that time, afforded but miserable 
entertainment, when they were surprised by the 
arrival of a coach and six horses, sent to convey them 
the remainder of the journey to Thomas-town ; and 
at the same time, bringing a supply of the choicest 
viands, wines, and other liquors, for their refresh- 
ment. Swift was highly pleased with this uncommon 
mark of attention paid him ; and the coach proved 
particularly acceptable, as he had been a good deal 
fatigued with his day's journey. 

When they came in sight of the house, the dean, 
astonished at its magnitude, cried out, " What, in 
the name of God, can be the use of such a vast 
building ?'* ** Why, Mr. Dean," replied the fellow- 
traveller before mentioned, ** there are no less than 
forty apartments for guests in that house, and all 
of them probably occupied at this time, except what 
are reserved for us." Swift, in his usual manner, 
called out to the coachman, to stop, and drive him 
back to Dublin, for be could not think of mixing 
with such a crowd. " Well," said he, immediately 
afterwards, '* there is no remedy, I must submit, 
but T have lost a fortnight of my life." 
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Mr. ftjtthemir rdceivea idA ii^ the door iriih nn- 
cOTstakm. marki' df t^pect; tkd theh conducting bhii 
to his apai^^^, kH^t iaitie compRiii/ents, made M§ 
tadal speech, acqnmting him with the customs of 
the hdase, ^nd tetired, leaving him in possession 
of Ids c^dd. ISoOik aft^r, iihe cook appfeat^d with 
his bill of fai^e, to tedeii^e his Sections about supper ; 
and the butler at the san^^ <^e» i^fth a list of wines, 
and odier liqttots. "And is Ml 1ii& ^tlally so ?" steid 
Swift, " and triay I cortteiferd herfe, as iti my o^ri 
house V* His com]^ahidti a^sut^d hiD& he Knight, and 
that nothing c6'utd be mo^ agireetible \o the 6%iier 
of the mansion, than that ttll under his rbdf, ^bottld 
iiVe conformably fo tiieir 6#n iticlinatibns', without 
the least restraint. " Well tbfeii," «tod Swift, " I 
iiitite ytiu and Dr. Sheridan to be ihjr guests, while 
I stay ; for 1 think 1 shall starcely be tempted to 
mix wiA the mob below.** 

Three day^ were pasa^ed ib Hding 6ve^ the demestee, 
and viewing the various imjirovetiients, without ever 
seeing Mr. Mathew, oriudy of the guests; nor #ei^ 
the company below much cbnceMed at 'thie dean'^ 
absence, as his trery nanife usuaify injtpired thbif6 
who ilid not know him, with awe; attd fh'ey were 
afi-ald that his presence would p'ot an ebd to ^^ 
ease and cheerfulness >^hicfa i^igned aibbtrg thenfr. 
On the fourth day. Swift entered iKe roohi, Wher^ 
the company were assembled before dinner, and 
addressed Mr. Mathew, in a strain of the highest 
compliment, expatiating on all the beauties of his 
improvemeiits, wi£b ^11 iJhe 'skS!fi 6{ Aa artist, and 
with the taste of a connoT^Setur. ISnch in address 
from a miih of Swift's character, cotdd nc/t Yk^ df 
o3 
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being pleating to the owner, who vas, at the same 
time, the planner of these improvements; and so 
fine an eulogiam from one, vho was supposed to 
deal more largely in satire, than panegyric, was 
likely to remove the prejudice entertained against 
his character, and prepossessed the rest of the com- 
pany in his favour. He concluded his speech, by 
saying : " And now, ladies and gentlemen, 1 am 
come to live among you, and it shall be no fault of 
mine, if we do not pass our time agreeably." 

In a short time, all restraint on his account dis- 
appeared. He entered readily into all the little 
schemes for promoting mirth ; and every day, with 
the assistance of his coadjutor, produced some -new 
one, which afforded a good deal of sport and merri- 
ment. In short, never were such joyous scenes 
known at Thomas- town before. When the time 
came, which obliged Sheridan to return to his school, 
the company were so delighted with the dean, that 
they earnestly entreated him to remain there some 
time longer ; and Mr. Mathew himself for once broke 
through a rule which he observed, of never soliciting 
the stay of any guest. Swift found himself so happy, 
that he readily yielded to their solicitations ; and 
instead of a fortnight, passed four months there, much 
to his own satisfaction, and that of all those who 
visited the place during that time. 

DISCOUNTING A LEGACY. 
Mr. Taylor, the stock-jobber, who died worth one 
hundred thousand pounds, consols, was so penurious, 
that he scarcely allowed himself the common neces- 
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sariei of life. A few days before his decease, the 
officers of th^ parish in which he resided, waited upon 
him at his request ; they found the old man on a 
wretched bed in a garret, making his dinner on 
a thin rasher of bacon and a potatoe, of which he 
asked them to partake. One of them accepted the 
offer; upon this, the miser desired his cook to 
broil him another ; but finding the larder was totally 
empty, he harshly rebuked her for not having it well 
supplied with a quarter of a pound, to cut out in 
rashers whenever it was wanted for company. He 
then informed the overseers of the poor, that he had 
left by his will oftOOO, sterling, for their relief, and 
eagerly enquired if they would not allow him dis- 
count, for prompt payment : this being assented to, 
apparently much delighted, he immediately gave 
them a cheque on his banker for ^950 ! and soon 
after breathed his last. 



ECONOMICAL SPORTSMAN. 

Some years ago, there lived in London a very 
'extraordinary sportsman, a Mr. Osbaldeston, who 
was clerk to an attorney. He was the younger son 
of a gentleman of good family in the North of 
England ; and having imprudently married one of 
his father's servants, was turned out of doors, with 
no other fortune than a southern hound, big with 
pup, and whose offspring from that time, became a 
source of amusement to him. With half a dozen 
children, as many couple of hounds, and two hunters, 
did Mr. Osbaldeston keep himself, family, dogs, and 
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borsds, upon an Income oiT sixty pounds per annum. 
1^19, loo, was effected in London, without ranning 
into debt, or erev wanting a good coat on bis back., 
To explain this seeming impossibility, it should be 
remarked, tbait after the expiration of the office lionrs, 
be acted as an accountant for the butchers of Clare 
Mailcet, who paid him in o^al : the cleanest ndorsels 
of this, he seTected for liimself and family ; and 
with ihe rest, be fed bis bounds, which were kept 
in the garret. His horses were lodged in his ceUar, 
and fed on grains from a neighbohrihg brewhouse, 
and on damaged com, with which he was supplied 
by a corn-chfuidler, whose books he kept. Once or 
twice in the season, he banted ; and by giving a bare 
now and then to the farmers, over whose grounds be 
sported^ be secured their good will and permission^ 
and several gentlemen knowing the economy of bfs 
bunting establbbment, connived at his sporting over 
their manors. 



MELANCHOLY DELUSION. 

Simon Southward was a miller at Boxgrove, near 
Chichester, and followed the occupation with indus- 
try and attention, until the year 1766 ; when, from a 
strange species of insanity, he fancied himself Earl 
of Derby, King of Man ; assumed those titles, ne- 
glected his business, and became' extremely trouble- 
some to his neighbours. In February, 1767, he was 
arrested for a small debt, at the suit of the Duke of 
Richmond, and was conveyed to the old gaol at 
Horsham. ' From this he was renjoved to the present 
gaol, and after a captivity of forty-three years, four 
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months, and eight days, was at length released by the 
hand of death, in 1810 ! Simon Southward had a 
commanding countenance ; bis manners were gene- 
rally atfable, and his deportment polite; he was, 
however, when offended, exceedingly wrath, and 
with difficulty pacified, particularly when its ire had 
been occasioned by doubts about his assumed dig- 
nity. He supposed himself a state prisoner, and 
would accept of no money or clothes, which were 
not presented to him as coming from the king, his 
cousin. His dress was generally a drab coat, of a 
very ancient cut, and a cocked hat with a black 
cockade. Simon was always addressed, as well by 
the governors of the gaol, as by his fellow prisoners 
and visitors, by the style of *• My lord !" and to 
no other denomination would he ever reply. He 
had been supported for a number of years, by a 
weekly stipend from the parish of Boxgrove, which 
he expended on necessaries with the strictest eco- 
nomy ; but could scarcely be ever prevailed upon 
to receive a meal or other favour, except under the 
deception above stated. 



DR. MONSEY. 

Dr. Messinger Monsey, who was many years 
physician to Chelsea College, and known all over 
the metropolis for his eccentricities, used, by way of 
ridiculing family pride, to say, that the first of his 
ancestors, of any note, was a baker, and dealer in 
hops; a trade which enabled him with some difili- 
culty to support a large family. To procure a 



d by Google 



34 PfiKe Y A WiBfeWoT efs. « 

present stitn df nibnejr, Ke i^tSbed iKh hi^Mt hedi 
of tlieir cddtetifs ; and 8UJ)J>KeA the defittenijy wftb 
unsaleable li6|)§. In a fe^^ years, a seVere bligiit 
universally prevailing, liops becahjfe very scarce, 
and enormously dear; the hoarded treasure waft 
ripped out, a^d a good sum procured for hops, ^hich, 
in a pleiitiful season, would not have been saledbl%'^ 
** And thus," the doctor used to add,- " our farbily 
hopped from obscunty.** 

The doctoir etjoyed the office o^ pftj^s^cian t6 
Chelsea Ho8|>ital for so long a period, for he lived 
to the great age of ninety-six, that ihe reversion bf 
the place was successively prbmisbd to m'any^ersotis^ 
who never lived to see it vacant. The gcnnen^an 
for whom it was last intended, having golie out 
to Chelsea, to take a view of hiii land of promis^^ 
the doctor saw him from his window ekamining very 
curiously the house and gardens ; and guessing the 
purpose of his visit, he went out, and thus accosted 
him : " Well, sir, 1 see you are examining yout 
house and gardens that are to be ; and I can assure 
you they are both very pleasant, and very convenient : 
but I must tell you one circumstance ; you are the 
fifth man that has had the reversion of the place, and 
I have buried theih all ; and vrhat is more, there is 
something in your face, that tells me I shall bury 
you too V Not only was the doctor's prediction 
verified ; but of such bad omen did the reversion 
to the physicianship of Chelsea, become at last, that 
nobody would accept of it; and at the doctor^s death, 
there was no one who £ad tHe pltoihis^ of the 
situation. 

Although the docitor was a n^an of gifeat whiittti- 
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3^||i(jUmg*. &^<^ 1^0 fl^ofvali ^a|r(B of wit aj^d genius. He 
Di^mbered ai^o^g bis mo^t intinfji^ friends, sQme pf 
the greatest ia§n q£ bis time, and among others, 
that great st^te^n^^, liprd Godplphin. Of Monsejr's 
sl^ill in ]^}5 p^#&ssioi\al capacity* the proofs ou 
record are not so 8,atisfactpry. He is sa^d to have 
^^opted a verjr, singular mode of drawing his own 
teeU) : it consisted in fastening a strong piece of 
ca^ut %mly r9<9nd the Ai£fec;^d tooth; the other 
end ^^s fiz^ to a perforated bullet: with this a 
pistcd W2^s cli^u-ged, and when held in a proper 
dir^cU(ni, )by touching the tn^er, a troublesome 
compfnion, ^4 ^ious operation, ^ere got rid of. A 
gctpon whom the doctor fancied he had persuaded 
to adppt this new mpde of operation, went so 
^ as to Jet him fasten the catgut to the tooth; his 
re8p\i]^tion then f^iiled, and he loudly cried out, that 
be hfkd altej^d bis niiivd. " But I have not," said 
l^pnsey, bplding ,fast the string, and giving it a 
s|^art p^l, " yot^ are a fool and a coward for your 
pains." 

The doctor had ft taste for mechanics -, and to this, 
his mode of tooth-drawing may with probability be 
ascribed. An apartment of his house he had con- 
verted into a worishop, and filled with a con- 
fosed CftUeo^n of wheels, pendulums, naib, saws, 
bammG^s, chisels* anyd ot|ier instruments of handi- 
^i«|t. Al iQng as «ge and ?ye-sight penait^d* he 
wQold anmse'liimfellf b^re ike whole <Uy long* OAd 
took p«^cidar ple^ure in ^z€^ting all sorts of 
jowers* w«uck, ©itljei: lor himself, or any of hi* 
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In his babits, the doctor was penurious and saving ; 
and like all misers, one of his chief cares was the 
care of his treasures ; he was often at a loss to 
know which place was the safest to deposit his cash 
in ; for bureaus and strong boxes, he knew were not 
always secure. Previous to a journey into Norfolk, 
one summer, he selected the fire-place of bis sitting 
room, for his treasury ; and placed the bank notes 
and cash, under the cinders and shavings. On bis 
return, after a month's absence, he found his old 
woman preparing to treat a friend or two with tea, 
and in order to show the more respect to her guests, 
the parlour fire-place was selected for boiling the 
kettle, as she never expected her master until she 
saw him. The fire had just been lighted, when the 
doctor arrived at the critical moment; he rushed, 
without speaking, to the pump, where luckily a pail 
of water was standing : he threw the whole over the 
fire, and the poor old woman, who was diligently 
employed in removing it. His money was safe ; for 
although some of the notes were partially burnt, 
sufficient fragments remained to enable the doctor, 
with some official trouble, to get paid at the Bank. 

COUNT BE BUCKEBOURG. 

Count Schaumbourg Lippe, better known by the 
title of the Count de Buckebourg, was as singular in 
his appearance as he was in his manners. [See Camp 
Dinner, Anecdotes of Conviviality,'] When he com- 
manded the Portugueze army against the Spaniards, 
the generals of the latter, when reconnoitring with 
their telescopes^ and observing the count, ezclaimedy 
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with one voice, ** Are the Portugaezo commanded 
bj Don Quixote V^ Indeed, his heroic coantenance 
and flowing hair, his tall and meagre figure, and 
above all, the extraordinary length of his visage, 
might well bring back the recollection of the Knight 
of La Mancha. 

The count, -who was bom in London, was fond of 
contending with the English in every thing. He 
once laid a wager, that he would ride a horse from 
London to Edinburgh backwards ; and in this man- 
ner he actually travelled through several counties in 
&)gland. He also travelled the greatest part of the 
kingdom on foot, and in company with a German 
prince, made a tour through several counties as a 
common beggar. 

The count, being informed that part of the current 
of the Danube above Regensborgh, was so strong and 
rapid, that no person had even dared to swim across it, 
be made the attempt, and swam so far, that it was 
with difficulty he saved his life. 

BRITISH TIMON. 

Mr. Gossling, an old gentleman who lived in 
Wych Street, about the year 1737, was called the 
British Timon, or woman-hater, on account of his 
never employing a woman to do any thing about 
him. He occupied two rooms, lighted his own fire, 
cooked his own victuals, made his own bed, and 
washed his own stockings and handkerchiefs, the 
only washable articles of his dress, for he wore no 
shirt, nor had he any sheets on his bed. His dress, 
which was remarkable and antiquated, was preserved 
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wbh ike utaH>sA Gsr^ ; 9x4 hq used tQ str»w over 
such of. hh cipthes afl he 4i^ not^ Wfeaj? ^oi)»t4|it^» 
coii^r, SA.Vrduftt tmd sUavings.: hQ uped. the a^me 
procQSA vath hiai b^dciin^ 

TARS TREATING AN OLD 
ACQUAINTANCE. 

As a party qf s^ijors wexe going to H%bgat^ oa 
passing a f^nderV ahedi ono of tbein cbeoced to olf- 
servQ a Utile white pony standing at the doob 
He instt^fly vociiiecated to his companiQns» tlial 
it wa» the pony that Prince William (the Didku9 
of Clarence* then a mi^shipma^} used to ride upon 
in Jamaica. These words were no sooner uttered* 
than tjie. ey^, of the. whole party were tnrped 
on thj^ po^y ; and almost in the s^aie moment* 
they one and all sprung forward to pour forth 
their congratulations on so unexpected a meeting. 
The first transport of joy being over, they, without 
enquiring to whom the pony belonged, took it up 
in their arms, carried it in triumph to a neighbour- 
ing public house, into which they wished to carry 
him; but Qoniface persuaded them to deposit him at 
the door.' Some of, them ran into the house, aad 
soon afterwards returned with a quartern lo^, and a 
couple of. pQts of porter. The bread wa» hantily 
broken into bi^, whic^, with- the porter, were thrown 
into a. large earthen dish» and the. foaning me^a pre- 
sented to t\m little faTourite, who greedily deycnc^ it> 
to the no small diyersion of those, boisterous sone of 
gpod huoiour, whose obstreperous mirth broug^ » 
c;rowd to the door. 
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One of the boiie&ttftfs, eager to sbo^ a greater 
share of zeal for bis prkiee, br affection for tb« Irttle 
animal, of wbolse-appetite a^d 'eAjoymetits he pro- 
bably jtiklged from bis own, threw into the dish half 
a pint of gin. This produced three cheers, and ap- 
peared BO gratifying, that they ail draftk bumpers of 
tbfe same liquor, to the health of the royal midship- 
man, and his little white pony. They then threw 
down some silver, without counting it, conducted the 
pony back to ibe farrier's shop, aud proceeded on 
their joaraey. 

JOURNEYMAN MISER. 

In 1805, there died in Otare Market, one Tom 
Pett, a journeyman butcher, who had Worked there 
forty-two years, aud though bis wages wereshiall, had, 
by dint of mere saving, amassed the sum of ^2475 
in the 3 per cents. For tlie last tlnrty-five year^ 
(jf his life, he lodged in a gloohiy back room on a 
secoitd floor, tvhich was never brightened up with 
coal, candt^e- light, or tlie countenance of a visitor. 
Eveiy article of his dress was second-hand, nor was 
he choice in the cobur' or quality ; jocosely oJt)serv- 
itog, when he was twittfcd on bis garb, that, according 
to Solomon, there was nothing new under the sun ; 
amd that, as to colour, rt was a mere matter of fancy ; 
irihi that that Was the beit, which stuck longest to its 
integrity. Then, as to trashing, he used to say, a man 
did not deserve a shirt that would not wash it him- 
self ; and that tbe only fault he had to find with 
Lord North, was the duty he imposed on soap. There 
was one eipense, however, thai lay he«vy on bis 
E 2 
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roind, and robbed him of many a night's sleep, tmd 
that was, shaving ; he often lamented that he had not 
learned to shave himself ; bot used to console him- 
self by hoping, that beards would one day be in 
fashion, and that even the Bond Street loungers 
woald be driven to wear artificial ones. He made 
a promise one night, when he was very thirsty, tliat a» 
soon as he had accumulated a thousand pounds, be 
would treat himself to a pint of porter every Sa- 
turday. Fortune soon put it in his power to perform 
this promise, and he continued to observe it till the 
additional duty was laid on porter ; he then sunk to 
half a pint, as he thought that sufficient for any man 
that did not wish to get drunk, and, of course, die 
in a workhouse. If he heard of an auction in the 
neighbourhood, he was sure to run for a catalogue, 
and when he had collected a number together, he 
used to sell them for waste paper. When he wa9 
first told that the Bank was restricted from paying 
in specie, be shook loudly, as Klopstock the poet 
says, took to bis bed, and could not be prevailed on 
to faste a morsel, or wet his lips, till he was assured 
that ail was right. On Sundays, after dinner, he 
used to lock himself up in his room, and amuse 
him^el^ with reading an old newspaper, or writing 
rhymes, many of which he left behind him on slips of 
paper. The following epigram will serve as a spe- 
cimen of his talents in this way. It was written <m 
hearing that small-beer was raised. 

" They've raised the price of table drink ; 
What is the reason, do you think ? 
The tax on malt, the cause I hear : 
But what has malt to do with table-beer V* 
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He was never knbwn, even in the depth of tiie 
coldest winter, to light a fire in his room, Or to go to 
bed by candle-light. 

He was a great friend to good cheer at the ex- 
pense of another. "Every man," said he, " ought to eat 
when he can get it — an empty sack cannot stand.*' 

If bis thirst at any time got the better of his 
avarice, and water was not at hand, he would some- 
times venture to step into a public house, and call for 
a pennyworth of beer. On those trying occasions, 
he was always sure to sit tn the darkest earner of the 
tap -room, in order that he might drink in every thing 
that was said with tliirsty ear. He was seldom ot 
ever known to ntiei a word, unless Bonaparte or a 
parish dinner were mentioned ; and then he would 
draw a short contrast between French kickshaws and 
the roast beef and plum-pudding of Old England, 
which be called the staple commodity of life. Once 
on a time, he was prompted to purchase a pin of 
small beer ; but the moment he locked it up in his 
closet, he repented, tore the hair out of his wig, and 
threw the key out of the window, lest he should be 
tempted, in some unlucky moment, to make too free 
with it. 

For the last twenty years of his life, his pulse rose 
and fell with the funds ; he never laid down or rose, that 
he did not bless the first inventor of compound interest. 

About three days before his dissolution, he was 
pressed by his mistress to make his will, which he at 
last reluctantly assented to, observing, as he signed 
his name, that it was a hard thing that a mm should 
sign away all his property with a strbke of a pen. 

He left all he was possessed of to distant re- 
E3 



d by Google 



43 PERCY ANECDOTES. 

Iatk)ii6) not one of whom he had eret seen o( cor- 
responded with. 

WHIMSICAL TASTES. 

A few jrfiars ago a joung lady was Ii?ing near 
Exeter, whose eccentric sympatliies and antipatbies, 
were the talk of the whole neighboorhood. She had 
a mortal aversion to all colours, except green, yellow, 
or white, in one of which she always dressed. Slie has 
been known to swoon away at the sight of a soldier, 
and a funeral never failed to throw her into a violent 
perspiration. She would not eat or drink oat of any 
thing but queen's ware or pewter; and was as peca- 
liar in what ^e ate or drank, preferring the nmddj 
water of the Thames, to the clearest spring, and 
meat which had been kept too long, to that which 
was fresh. She preferred the sound of the Jews' 
harp to the most delicious music, and had in every 
thiug a taste peculiarly her own. 

AN OLD MAID'S WILL. 

A maiden lady, who died in London in 1785, 
left the following singular legacies in her will. 

" Item. I leave to my dear entertaining Jackoo (a 
monkey), c£'lO per annum during his natural life, to 
be expended yearly for his support.** 

" Item. To Shock and Tib (a lapdog and a cat), 
«£5 each for their annual 8ubsi«tence during life ; but 
should it so happen that Shock die before Tib, or 
Tib before Shock, then, and in that case, the survivor 
to have the whole.** 

The legacies in remamder, were bequeathed to her 
niece. 
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LADY LEWSON. 

It 18 not many years since a very remarkable per- 
sonage, known to all her neighbonrs by the name of 
Lady Lewson, used almost daily to perambulate 
Cold Bath Square, the house, No. 12, wherein she 
resided for the better part of a century. So partial 
was this ancient dame to the fashions that ^tevailea 
in her youthful days, that she never changed the 
manner of her dress from that worn in the reign oi 
George the First. She always w6re powder, witb a 
large tfite, made of horse hair, near half a foot hign, 
over which her hair was turned up -, over that again, 
was a cap, which knotted under her chin, and three or 
four curls hanging down her neck. She generally 
wore silk gowns, and the train long, with a deep 
flounce all round j a very long waste, and very tighUy 
laced up to her neck, round which was a ruff, or 
frill. The sleeves of her gown came below the 
elbow, from each of which, four or five large cuffs 
were attached ; a large straw bonnet, quite flat, high 
heeled shoes, a large black silk cloak, trimmed round 
with lace, and a gold-headed cane, completed her 
every day costume. 

Lady, or, in plainer phrase, Mrs. Jane Lewson, 
for her tiUe was but a popular tribute to the state- 
liness of her manners, was bom in the year 1700, 
during the reign of William and Mary, and was 
married at an early age to a wealthy genUeman 
of the name of Lewson. She became a widow 
at the age of twenty-six, having only one daughter 
living at the time. Mrs. Lewson being left by 
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her husband in affluent circumstances, preferred 
to continue single, and remained so, although 
she had many suitors. When her daughter married, 
being left alone, she became fond of retirement, 
and rarely went abroad, or permitted the visits of 
any person. For the last thirty years of her life, 
she kept no servant, except one old female, who was 
succeeded by her granddaughter, and she by an old 
man who attended the different houses in the square 
to go on errands, clean shoes, &c. Mrs. Lewson 
took this man into her house, and he acted as her 
steward, butler, cook, and housemaid, and with fbe 
exception of two old lap-dogs and a cat, he was her 
only companion. Tbe house she occupied was large and 
elegantly furnished, but very ancient ; tlie beds were 
kept constantly made, although they had not been 
slept in for fifty years. Her apartment being only 
occasionally swept out, but never washed, Oie win- 
dows were so crusted with dirt, tbat tbey hardly ad- 
mitted a ray of light. A large garden in the rear of 
her house, was the only thing she paid attention to ; 
this was always kept in good order ; and here, when 
the weather permitted, she enjoyed the air, or some- 
times sat and read, of which she was particularly 
fond ; or else chatted on past times with any of the 
few remaining acquaintances whose visits she per- 
mitted. She seldom visited herself, except at Mr. 
Jones's, a grocer in the square, with whom she dealt. 
She had for many years survived every individual 
of her relatives within many degrees of kindred, and 
died at last at the great age of one hundred and 
eighteen. She always enjoyed an excellent state of 
health, assisted in regulating her house, and never 
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had, until a little preyious to her decease, an hour's 
illness. She cut two new teeth at the age of eighty- 
seven, and never lost one in her life, nor was she 
ever troubled with the tooth-ache. 



KINGLY WANTS. 
Peter Pindar relates the following story in one 
of his notes. ITie cry of " More money," brings to re- 
collection a little dialogue amongst the many that 
happened between the King of the Mosquitoes and 
myself in the Government-house at Jamaica, during 
the administration of the late Sir William Trelawney. 
His majesty was a veiy stout black man, exceed- 
ingly ignorant, nevertheless possessed of the sub- 
limest ideas of royalty : very riotous, and griev- 
ously inclined to get drunk. He came to me one 
day, with a voice more like that of a bullock than a 
king, roaring, ** Mo diink for king — mo drink for 
king ?" — Peter Pindar — '* King, you are drunk al- 
ready." — King-"** No, no ; king no drunk — king no 
drunk — Mo drbk for king I — Broder George 
love drink" — (meaning the King of England.)— 
Peter Pindar--'** Broder George does not love drink : 
he is a sober man." — King — ** But King of Mosquito 
love drink— me will have mo drink- --me love drink 
like devil — me drink whole ocean !" 



KEEPING ACCOUNTS. 

An old tradesman in the town of Sterling, used 
to keep his accounts in a singular manner. He hung 
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up two boots, one oti «adi side of thecfaiinney ; and 
in ^ne, be put all the money he recein^d ; and in fhe 
other, all die receipts and vouchers for the money lie 
paid ; at the end of the year, or whenever he wanted, 
to make up his accounts, he emptied the boots, and 
by counting their several and respective contents, he 
was enabled to make a balance pethaps with as much 
regularity, and as little trouble, as any book-keeper 
in the country. 

ISAAC AMBROSE. 
Few works have been more popular with aAl ranks 
of people, than those of honest Isaac Ambrose, ^e 
nonconformist His thoeghts had every year what 
he called a musing time. It was 'his regular custom 
to retire for a month, every Botaimer, to a little hut 
in a wood, wiiere he shunned all society, and gave 
himself up entirely to contemplation. When death 
came to put an end to his labours, he had so strong 
a presentimant of its approach, that he went round 
to fdl his friends, at their own houses, to bid them 
farewell ; and after sending his last finished com- 
position, " A Discourse concerning Angels," to tiie 
press, be shut himself up in his parlour to die, and 
there he was next day found ezpiritig, in the seventy- 
s^ond year of his age. 

DUKE OF WHARTON. 
The Duke of Wharton, so famed for his many ec- 
centricities, making a call one morning on Mr. G , 

his lawyer, who had chambers in the Temple, found 
hitn under the hands of his bather. Throwing him- 
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sail; ib&BefoTe, into a chut, he took a pgiophlet 
which lay on. the table before hkn, and amused Ijim- 
s^£ -witli skimmiog the pages of it, till Stcap had 
finished hit' operation ob Mr. G/s. £ice4 The 
duke then having laid down, his pamphlet, and 
stroked Ins chin, started up, and said to. Strap^ 
•• Come, friend, get your tlimgs ready to shave ww.** 

He accordingly obeyed the dake with alacrity 
(being no stranger to his grace's person), and shaved 
him to his satisfacticm. The dnke then, having 
wiped Iiisface^ and* replaced his wig before the glass, 
pat his hand into.hb pocket; but drawing it out 
Again hastily, expressed no small uneasiness that he 
had no. money to pay for the removal of his beard# 

** Oh) and please your grace," said Strap, aim/- 
pering;, "it isna ma<;ter, your grace is very wel- 
come." ** Yes, butit is,, though," replied the duke 9 
** I hate to be in debt ; therefore> come— sit-down in 
that chair, and I will shave you, and then we shall 
be even (winkiug at the same time to Mr. G.)* 

Strap looked rather foolish, and made some awk- 
ward speeches, bnt they were of no service to him : 
the duke was peremptory, so down he sat. 

The duke went to work with much mock solenwi^, 
and having shaved the poor fellow, in a style; not 
amiss for a duke, he exclaimed, " There, friend, I 
am out of debt," and ran down stairs, laughing most 
heartily. 

A " KING'S MESSENGEB." 

Attached to the King's Printing Office, there was 
fur many years a singular character of the name of 
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John Smith, in the capacity of meMeoger, who died 
in 1818, at the advanced age of ninety-nine yean. 

Daring a period of eighty years^ did this honest 
creature fill the hamble station of errand carrier at 
His Majesty's Printing Office. Bat what was accounted 
humble, became in his hands important; and the 
" King's Messenger," as be always styled himself* 
yielded to none of his majesty's ministers in the concep- 
tion of the dignity of his office, when entrosted with 
king's speeches, addresses, bills, and other papers of 
state. At the offices of the secretaries of state, when 
loaded with parcels of tills description, he would throw 
open every chamber without ceremony ; the Treasury 
and Exchequer doors could not oppose him, and even 
the study of archbishops has often been invaded by this 
important messenger of the press. His antiquated 
and greasy garb, corresponded with his wizard-like 
shape, and his immense cocked hat was continually in 
motion, to assist him in the bows of the old school ; 
the recognition and nods of great men in office, were 
his delight. But he imagined that tbb courtesy was 
due to his character, as being identified witii the 
state ; and the chancellor and the speaker, were con- 
sidered by him in no 6ther view, than persons filling 
departments in common with himself, for the seals of 
the one, and the mace of the other, did not, in his 
estimation, distinguish them more than the bag used 
by himself in the transmission of the despatches en- 
trusted to his care. The imperfect intellect given to 
him, seemed only to fit him for the situation he filled. 
Take liim out of it, be was as helpless as a child, and 
easily became a dupe to those who were disposed to 
impose upon him. With a high opinion of his own 
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jodgment, however, be dhrerted himself* and others, 
bj iDimicking the roiee and manner of his superiors, 
when he thought he perceived any assumption of cha- 
racter. John could imitate the strut and swell of the 
great man, and even the frivolity of a fop. His early 
friends report of him, that he was dutiful to an 
ancient mother, and sacrificed hb own comforts for a 
parent's support ; but it was not iLuown that he ever 
felt the tender passion of Jove. It was now John's 
fate, at fourscore and ten, to discover himself to be a 
son of Adam. Female warmth melted the seals set 
on bis thrifty bags, and the soothings of a daughter of 
Eye, turned the miser to a spendthrift ; the fair one 
having spent his all, left him. The poor fellow, though 
a great man, was honest, and the liberal establish- 
ment to which he belonged, adhered to him to hb last 
moments. like the leaves of autumn, generations of 
men are swept away and are soon forgotten ; and 
though this singular being was comparatively known 
to few, yet as his hand has conveyed papers of state 
to most of the great statesmen of the last and present 
century ; when, considering him ministering with 
fidelity in this way from the days of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, beyond the time of William Pitt the Second, 
t>earing on his back the mighty results of their labours, 
poor oVA John, who was as important in his own con- 
ceits as any statesman in his time, may lay in his claim 
also for his share of renown. 

SIR DAVID DUNDAS. 

In a review at Weymouth some years ago, before 
tils late majesty, General Dnndas's horse fell with 
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fam. 1^ atltnding officer iniitiediateiy dUmiWBted 
Uti assist the general, and was niucb concerned to leam 
that his leg waa hroikeit. *' I will try tb get joor 
boot off" said the officer. *' ** Do, mon^ do/' re>- 
plisii the general. A knife w^s instantly prodncedv 
--.*' Ho^, awa', mon, what are yon aboot?" — •• I 
am going to ci^ yonr boot off." " Hold, mon; ye 
shan't do ony such thing : no, sir, I boogbt them jast 
before. I ca»etv the camp, and 1 gi'ed sir-and-thirty 
sfaiilings for them^-pull it off, sir, pail it off." It 
was represented to hior, that it was impossible, under 
his present sofiering ; but nothing woold do-—*' Ike 
boot shonld not be cut to pieces in tbat manner." At 
this moment King George the Third arrired at &e 
spot, and anzionsly enqnired what had happened ? 
The cirooimtance was explained* ** What 1 what ! 
not cat off the boot? pooh, poob, staff," said the 
king : '* cot it off, cut it off." "No, no," replied 
the general *; "they are new boots, yoornajesty ; and 
I command him at his peril to cut the boot-^fae cau 
pull it off;" Remonstrance was in Tain. The 
Prince. of Wales (h» present majesty) arrived daring 
the sqnabble ; and on learning the cause of the ap- 
parent dispute, added his persnasion to tbe king's, 
to have the boot dismembered. The only reply of 
th^ general was, ** No, no/ it shan't be cot off— 
they cost ne six-and^thirty sbUHngs." The attempt 
was then made to draw off the boot, and at length 
accomplished, though the agony of the sufferer was 
feelingly pourtrayed by the perspiration dropping 
from his forehead. A surgeon had, in the meantime, 
been sent for, and now arrived : on examination, he 
ascertained that tlie limb was not broken, hot dread- 
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foUy famised ; on which, the king imiBediate(y cle- 
spatished a messenger for one of his carriages, then on 
the ground, and tlie general was conveyed to Wey- 
mouth, inwardly exulting that iie had saived his boot ; 
the prince rejoicing that the accident was no wof se, 
and eongratulating him on aaFing his six-and-thirty 
shillings. 

Some time after, on another day of exercise, when 
the general had recovered, lie sdicited tine king to 
witness a new manoeuvre he had adopted; and as 
they were proceeding to the spot marked out, he 
wished the king to take the upper grouud. *' No, 
no," replied Iris majesty, ** I'm not fond of ofpodcl- 
doe ; but if I were to get a fall, I would sacrifice roy 
boot to save my leg." The same day, after the re- 
Tiew, the general met the officer who had assisted brm 
In his accident on the Esplanade, and requested him to 
join two friends to dinner that day. The officer was 
surprised, and mentioned the circumstance to Lord 
Harrington. "What! invited to dine with Dundas?" 
said his lordship. " Well, well, as he has asked you 
to dinner, I ask you to supper, and will give orders 
to have an additional cover." His lordship was a 
true prophet ; his anticipations were realized: the 
dinner consisted of an immense overgrown target 
of lamb, sufficient in quantity, but very inferior in 
quality ; it was the best joint he could procure. An 
apple-pie formed the remove. One bottle of, what 
should have been. Sherry, procured from an adjoining 
tavern, proverbial for recommending cheap liqueurs ; 
and, after the cloth was removed, one bottle of excellent 
port from the same mart, constituted the extraordinary 
repast; the general remarking, as he emptied ^e 
F 2 
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decanter in his ovm glass, and looking through the 
blinds at the same moment, ** Ha, ha, I see the king 
is taking his evening walk on the Esplanade — ^we 
roaon all go and make onr boo to his majesty :" nnd 
at the same time rising from the table, took leave of 
his highly grated gaests. The anecdote was re- 
peated in the evening, to the gratificationof a numer- 
ous assemblage of brother officers, at the hospitable 
sapper table of Lord Harrington. 

SHERIDAN. 

Mr. Sheridan always lived and acted without any 
regular system for the government of hb conduct f 
the consequence was, as might have been expected, 
that he became the sport of capricious friendship, and 
when the winter of his days approached, he expe- 
rienced the mutability of political connexions, and the 
folly of neglecting those resources which can alone 
support the mind ip every exigency, and minister to 
its comfort in the dreariness of solitude. Home, 
though the abode of domestic virtue and affection, was 
no longer safe to a man so long, known and so much 
courted by numerous applicants, to avoid whose 
troublesome enquiries, and to gain a respite from 
anxiety, he passed much of his time in coffee-houses 
and taverns. Frequent inebriety was the result of 
such a course of life ; and the effects of it upon his 
constitution, which had been naturally a very robust 
one, soon appeared in his countenance and his man- 
ners* Yet, sinking as he now was into the lowest 
state of human declension, occasional sallies of 
humour escaped him, even when he was unable ta 
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staQd> or scarcely to articulate. Coming very late 
one night out of a tavern, he feli, and being too 
iDuch overtaken witli liquor to recover his feet, he 
wa9 raised by some passengers, who asked his name, 
and place of abode ; to which he replied, by referring 
to a coffee-bouse, and hiccuping that he was Mr. 
WU-ber-force. 



THE PALAGONIAN MADNESS. 

When Goethe was at Palermo in 1787, and joking 
witji a tradesman in the great street of the city, a 
tall well-dressed footman came up hastily, and pre- 
sented a silver plate, on which lay several pieces of 
copper, and a few of silver coin. " As I did not 
know what it meant," says Goethe, *' I shrugged my 
shoulders^ nodding my head, the usual sign by which 
one excuses one's-self, whether one does not, or will 
not, understand the proposal or questiou. He was 
gone as quickly as he came, and I now saw his com- 
rade Qu the other side of the street, employed in the 
same manner. 

*' What does that mean ? said I to the tradesman, 
who, with an expressive mien, and, as it were, by 
stealth, pointed to a tall thin man, who, in a court- 
dress, walked with much gravity and composure 
over the dirt With his hair frizzled and powdered, 
his hat under his arm, in a silk dress, a sword at his 
side,, neat shoes with diamond buckles, the old man 
walked gravely and calmly forward ; all eyes were 
fixed upon him. 

*• * That is the Prince of Palagonia,' said the 
^rade«nan, ' who from time to time goes through the 
F 3 
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citj) and collects money to ransom the slaves c^h> 
tared by the Barbary pirates. It is true this collec- 
tion never prodoces much ; but the subject b called 
to mind, and those who give nothing when living, 
often bequeath handsome soms for thu purpose. The 
prince has been many years at the head of this insti- 
tution, and has done infinite good.' 

"Instead of squandering such large sums, ex- 
claimed I, on the follies of his palace, he should 
have employed them to this end. No prince in the 
world would have performed more. 

*' ' Ah I' said the tradesman, ' that b the way 
with us all ; for our follies, we are willing enough 
to pay ourselves; others must furnish the money 
to defray the expense of our virtues.' " 

The Prince of Palagonia, of the follies of whose 
palace Goethe here speaks, was one of the most 
extraordinary patrons of the absurd and ridiculous 
that perhaps - ever existed. The following b the 
account given by Goethe of the origin and progress 
of the Palagonian madness, as he justly styles it : 

" When a country-house in these parts lies more 
or less in the middle of the whole estate, and in order 
to reach the mansion, one has to drive through culU- 
vated fields, kitchen gardens, &c., the peq>le show 
themselves more economical than the inhabitants of 
the north, who often employ a large extent of good 
ground for a park, in order to please the eye with 
unfruitful shrubs. Here, in the south, they build 
two waUs, between which you go to the mansion, 
without any prospect eitlier to the right or the left; 
This road generally begins with a great portal, per- 
haps with an arched-way, and ends in the couifc- 
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yard of the mansion. But that they may not be 
wboUj without entertainment between these walls, 
they are scolloped out at the top, and ornamented 
with scrolls and pedestals, upon which, perhaps, 
there stands a vase here and there. The plain parts- 
are divided into compartments, and painted. The 
court-yard is sunounded with a circle of buildings, 
of one story, inhabited by the servants and workmen; 
the square-formed mansion rises above all. 

" This is the nature of the arrangement, as it pro- 
bably existed till the father of the prince built the 
mansion, not indeed in the most excellent, but in a 
tolerable, style. But the present owner, without 
departing from those general principles, gives tail 
scope to his passion for deformed absurd images; 
and it is doing him far too much honour to allow him 
a spark of imagination. 

" We enter the great hall, which begins at the 
boundary of the estate, and find an octagon, very 
high in proportion to its breath. Four enormous 
giants, with modem tight-buttoned gaiters, support 
the cornice, on which, directly opposite the entrance, 
there is the Holy Trinity. 

" The way to the mansion is broader than usual; 
the wall is converted into a continued high casement, 
upon which, raised pedestals bear strange groups ; 
in the intervals between which, several vases are 
placed. 

* • « 

'* I just now said groups, and used a false express 
sion, improper in this place ; for those are not placed 
together in consequence of any reflection, or_evei» 
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desiga , tlj^y are, as it were, ^r<>wn toother at 
random. 

« « • • 

*' That we ipay fully record the eleineut9 of the 
madness of the Prince of Pal^goiiia, we give the 
following ci^talogue : 

" Cffthe human race : beggars, both men and women, 
Spaniards of both sexes, Turks, Moors, hunchbacks, all 
kinds of cripples or deformed persons, dwarfs, musi- 
cians, puuchinellos, soldiers in ancient costume^ gods, 
goddesses, people in the old Freuch costume, soldiers 
with cartouch-bozes and gaiter^ mythological cha- 
racters with ridiculous additions. Achilles and. 
Chiron with Punchinello. Aninuds : only parts of 
them ; horses with human hands ; horses' heads and 
human bodies, disfigured apesj many dragons and 
serpents, all kinds of paws to figures of all kinds ; 
changes of the heads. Vases : all kinda of monsters 
and caprices, ^hich terminate below in the bodies 
and feet of vases. 

" Conceive, ngw, hundreds of such figujees» formed 
without sense or meaning, put together without taste 
or design ; conceive this base, these pedestals aw} 
n^onstiers in endless perspective -, you will feel the 
tinpleasant sensation which every one must expe- 
rience, who has to run this gauntlet of insanity. 

" We approach the mansion, and come to a semi- 
circular fore-court ; the main wall opposite, in which 
is the gate- way, is like the wall of a fortress. Here 
we find an Egyptian figure fixed in the wall, a foun- 
tain without water, a monument, vaaes lying scat- 
tered, abont,^ Mud statu^f^ pi^posely laid with ^ f»ce 
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downwards. We enter the court-yard, and find the 
iitoal circle lorrounded with building, built oat iuto 
several half-circles, that there may be no want of 
variety. 

" The ground is for the most part overgrown ¥rith 
grass. Here, as in a dilapidated church-yard, there 
are shapely ornamented marble vases, from the father's 
time; dwarfs, and other deformities of the new 
epoch, all thrown together in confusion, no place 
having yet been found for them. There is even a 
huildmg quite full of old vases, and other carved 
stone. 

" The folly of such an absurd way of tliinking is 
shown in the highest degree in this circumstance, 
that the cornices of the little buildings are all awry, 
declining obliquely to one side or the other : the 
line of the roofs is set with hydras and busts, with- 
choruses of monkeys playing on musical instruments, 
and similar follies. Dragons standing alternately 
with gods, and an Atlas bearing a wine-barrel 
instead of a globe. 

" If yon think to escape all this by' retreating to 
the palace, which was butlt by the fatlier, and has 
comparatively a reasonable appearance on the out- 
side, you find, not far frum the door, the laurel- 
crowned head of a Koman emperor, on a dwarfs 
body, which sits upon a dolphin. 

" In the palace itself, whose exterior leads you to 
expect a tolerable interior, the fever of the prince 
again begins to rage. Tb^ feet of the chairs are 
sawn of unequal length, so that nobody can sit down 
upon them ; and the porter warns you against the 
chairs on which you might sit, because pins arc stuck 
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aiKJler th^ir Telvet seats. Candelabras, of Cbiijiese 
pprqelain, stand iu the comers, whichf on a nearer 
exa;nination, are found to be composed of sioi^le 
dishes, cups, and saucers, cemented together. £vea 
tlie incomparable view over the cape to the sea» is 
spoiled by coloured panes of glass, whichf l>j a false 
tone, make the scene appear either cold or fieiy, X 
jfxusi mention one cabinet, the walls of which are 
composed of old gilt frames, cut to pieces, and nailed 
close together. The carving of a hundred different 
patterns ; all the various stages of ancient or more 
modem gilding, more or less dusty and damaged, 
cover here all the walls^ and ^ve the idea of a 
broker's lumber-room. 

" It wo^Id take a volume to describe the chapel 
alope* Here we find the key to the whole madness* 
which could not branch out to this extent in an^ 
ot^er than a bigotted mind. 

• • « 

** 4^9 jtojT the rej^t of the palace, it is not ^nished : 
a large saloon, which the father had begun to oma> 
rojent iq a rich and diversified, but not unpleasing* 
style, has remained in statu quo, as the boundless in- 
sanity of the owner cannot come to a conclusion with 
his follies. 

" Our friend Kniep, whose feelings as an artist 
were driven to despair iu this mad-house, was for 
the first time impatient ; he hurried me on while I 
was trying to analyze and methodize the elements of 
of this mis-creation. At last he good-naturedlj 
sketched one of the groups, which made a kind of a 
composition. It represents a female centaur sitting 
on a seat, playing cards opposite to a cavalier^ dressed 



d by Google 



BCCENTRlCl'rf. 69 

kt aiftiq(]e>(»5tt«Abe, with tfce head of artiti^ did niilil', 
Ifeanag a crdwn And a liarge -wi^ ; and ciills to iiliiid 
the tfrmsof the hotise of Palagonia, which, after all 
this HMfdliesft, ore Ttmtnkikile ; a satyr holds a look- 
iug-glass'fd'H wotnan, who has the head of a horse/' 



FELIX M'CAKTltf . 

Mr« Sf 'Cartbyv so loag well ktiOwn in every circle 
cf thetnetropotis for his ecceotticity and benevolence, 
wasa native of Cork» and sc^ed in the French army 
before the revolutioni' He came afterwards to 
Loado0> where he liv«d about twenty years, in si- 
totitions very diflRsrent, and often on the chances of 
ihe day« Be was occasionally an usher in different 
eehoolsj which he generally qtdtted on the first re- 
ceipt of his siUary ; he was sometimes a* collector of 
inteUigence for newspafiers ; ftt others, an agent for 
money lendera or borrovrers ; <^ was once in the 
confidence o( the Earl of Moira, at which time he 
had ahoQse'in St Jamesi's Place, an eiegant equi- 
page, and though he had been released from prison 
by two different insolvent aets, watf started a eandi* 
date for Leicester^ in opposition to Mr» Bafoington, 
and polled neatly two hundred voters. After this, 
Felbf McCarthy's sttn of splendour set to rise no 
more ; he lost the confidente of his noble patron, 
stmk into extreme distress, aind at length died in the 
King's^Bench prison. 

Mr; M'Garthy was remarkable for his great stature 
and strength, which being united with a cour&ge no 
iess shigalar; rendered hnn extremely formidt^le 
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when provoked by insult ; though, like most men so 
gifted, he was, by his natural disposition, extremely 
placid, good-humoured, and forbearing. Many ex- 
traordinary feats are told by those who shared his 
intimacy in his prime of life, of the punishment, no 
less severe than singular, which he inflicted on the 
petulance of those who were so silly and so nustaken, 
as to fasten quarrels upon him. 

The must celebrated of tliese affairs, was a ren> 
contre with the celebrated Mendoza, at Vauzhall, 
during the period when that hero of the fist held 
the proud station of what is called, '* The Cham- 
pion of England." Mendoza was taken to Vaux- 
hall for a freak, by a party of amateurs, who 
selected Mr. McCarthy, from his size and apparent 
strength, as the object upon whom Mendoza might 
most conspicuously display his science, to the surprise 
and admiration of the surrounding assemblage. A 
quarrel was accordingly provoked between Mendoza 
and Mr. M'Carthy, in which Dan had the advantage, 
but without making any material impression on his 
robust and hardy opponent The gentlemen, who 
ran from all parts of the garden, on hearing of the 
affray, at length recognized Mendoza, and thinking 
it unfair to suffer any one, of whatsoever apparent 
strength, unless a professed pugilist, to be involved 
in a <:ontest with him, separated the combatants. 
When Mr. M'Carthy, enraged by the blows he 
had received, pressed for the renewal of the combat, 
they endeavoured to quiet him, by telling him, that 
his antagonist was tlie " invincible pugilist Mendoza, 
the Champion of England V* This information, 
however, had a very different effect upon Mr.. 
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M'Carthj, from what it was intended and expected 
to produce. With a fury which it was impossible to 
restrain, he burst through the circle which surrounded 
him, and rushing upon Dan, in defiance of all efibrts 
of art, he seized him in his arms, and carried him, 
struggling in vain to disengage himself, to the bar- 
rier at the entrance, over which he tlirew him with 
a force which astonished the beholders, to a consi- 
derable distance among the crowd, exclaiming all 
the time against his impudence, for presuming to ob- 
trude himself into a respectable place of amusement, 
and to insult gentlemen, and enforce quarrels with 
them, when he did get in. Mendoza*s friends, it 
may be supposed, did not complain of the chastise- 
ment he had received nor were those who intro- 
duced him, forward to resent or notice the animad- 
▼ersions made upon their conduct, not only by Mr. 
M'Carthy, but by the company in general. Vauz- 
hall has, in consequence, remained free from the 
annoyance of professed bruizers, ever since, al- 
though the science has so far spread into general 
practice, as to become a nuisance in almost every 
other public place. 

Mr. M'Carthy, although he had been absent from 
Ireland about thirty years, during the earlier part of 
which he resided on the continent, always retained 
a sincere and ardent affection for his country. He 
was accordingly sought after by multitudes of his 
distressed countrymen, with whom he never failed 
to share his purse, while he had any thing in it, and 
his heart, when it was the only treasure he possessed. 
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PLAOUmO THE DOtjmRS: 

Mr. dooke, the miser of Pentonville, as he was 
called, was a great annoyance to gentlemen df the 
lacolty. He used to put on ragged clothes; and go 
as a panper to Mr. Saunders and other gentlemen, 
to have gratuitous advice for his eyes; get a letter for 
^e dispensary, and attend there as a decayed trades- 
mad, for several weeks, until detected. Having a 
wound in his leg, he employed a Mrl Pigeon, who 
lived nearly opposite to him, in White Lion Street, 
Benton ville, to cure it. " How long; do you think 
it will be before you can cure it ?'* ** A month." 
" And how much must I give you ?'* Mr. Pigeon, 
who saw the wound was not of any great importance, 
answered, " A guinea." " Very well," replied 
Cooke ; " but mark this ; a guinea* is an hnmense 
sum of moiiey, and when I agree upon sums of such 
magnitude, I go upon the system of no cure no pay ; 
sd, if I am not cured by the expiration of the 
month, I pay you nothing." This was agreed to. 
After diligent attention, the wound was so near 
being healed, that Cooke expressed himself satis- 
fied, and would not let' Pigeon see it any more. 
However, Within two or three days of the month 
being completed, the old fellow got some sort of 
plaister, with cuphoi))ium on it, from'-a farrier, and 
made a new wound on the place inhere the former 
had been ; and sehding for figeon ' the last day of 
the month, showed him that his leg was not well, 
and that of course the guinea he had agreed for was 
forfeited. This story the old fellow used to tell of 
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himself with great satisfactioo, and call it " plucking 
a Pigeon." When on his death bed, he sent for 
several medical men ; some of tbem would not attend ; 
hot among others who went to see him, was Mr. AU 
fidd%9, of PentonyAUe. At one of the interviews, 
i^e ean^e^ly .en,tre9^d Mr. Aldrjydge to tell him can- 
,^dly hoiy loiig he thought he might live. The axK- 
syer was, be might probably live six days. Cook^, 
^oUe^c^g all hjb strength, and starting up in bed, 
exclaimed, " And are you not a dishonest man, p> 
roguQ, and a xobbier, to serve me so ?" " How so ?" 
asked J^r. 4-l<lridg9, witb surprise. ''Why, sir, 
you axe no better than a pickpocket, to go to rob n^ 
o^ my gold, by scsndipg in two draugbts a d^y, to a 
ma^ thf t all yo^r pl^ysic vf}\\ not keep alive abovfe 
six days ! Get out of my house, aud never coq^ 
ne»r n^e again." 

B^RD FANCIER. 

Lady Reade, of Sbipton in pxfordsbire» when ad- 
vanced in years^ devoted all her time, and a consider- 
able portion of her property, to her aviary, which was 
the most extensive and the most diversified of any in 
thi? couyitry* When shp travelled between Loudon 
an^ Ship^, she attracted almost as much attention 4s 
m^narphy iMelf. At the inns where she stopped, the 
gates were usually shut, to afford her an opportunity 
of disen^barking, and landing her cargo of parrot, 
monkies, ai^d overliving attendants, lyhp were stowed 
in anfl 9J9o\\X her parriaget. 
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LOSING ONE'S HEAD, AND OETTING 
A NEW ONE. 

A famous watchmaker of Paris, infataated' for a 
loDg time with the chimera of the perpetual motion, be- 
came violently insane, from the overwhelming terror 
wluchihe storms of the revolation excited. The de- 
rangement of hb reason was marked with a singnlar 
trait. He was persuaded that he had lost his head 
on the scaffold, and that it was put in a heap with 
those of many other yictims ; bnt that the judges, by 
a rather too late retraction of their cruel decree, had 
ordered the beads to be resumed, and to be rejoined to 
their respective bodies. He, however, conceived, that 
by a cunoQs kind of mistake, he had the head of one 
of his companions placed on his shoulders. He was 
admitted into the Bicetre, where he was continually 
complaining of his mbfortune, and lamenting the fine 
teeth and wholesome breath he had exchanged for 
those of very different qualities. In a little time the 
hopes of discovering the perpetual motion returned, 
and he was rather encouraged than restrained in his 
endeavours to effect his object. When he conceived 
that he had accomplished it, and was in an ecstasy 
of joy, the sudden confusion of a failure removed ho 
inclination even to resume the subject. He was 
still, however, possessed with the idea that his head 
was not his own ; but from this notion he was diverted 
by a repartee made to him when he happened to be 
defending the possibility of the miracle of St. Denis, 
who, it is said, was in the baUt of walking with his 
head between his hands, and in that position coa- 



d by Google 



ECCI^NTR^CITY* ^5 

tinu^lly kisjsing it. " YfhhX a U)o\ you are to believe 
such a story/' it was replied, with a burst of laughter. 
" How could St. Deni^ kiss his head ? — Was it witli 
^is heels V* This unanswerable and unexpected re- 
tort, struck ai;i^d confounded the madman so mucl^i, that 
it prevented him from saying any thing farther on 
the subject Bfi again took hiin^lf to business^ and 
entirely refined his iutellects* 

BY AND BY. 

Mr. John Rpbinson, who died at Kendal in 1818, 
at the i^e of eighty-five, had formerly been a mer- 
chant at Liverpool* but failine in business, retired to 
Kendal^ where he led a very singular life. 

He was very covetoos, but his love of money, in 
many instances, ^ave way to his predilection for 
whioi and eccentricity. He had a horse on keep 
many years, at the Angel Inn, Kendal, but never 
rode it ; for tf be went a jonraey, which was frequently 
the case, he led tbei aahiHil the whole way. When 
aske^ why he did npt mount it, his answer in- 
v^rii^bly was, that he me^int to do so " by and by." 
If asked by any acquuntftoc^ for a loan of his Bo- 
s^nante, bis answer was, " I have no time to go with 
the^ t^ lead it." The horse was killed by the 
humanity of his master, for he literally died from 
want Qf exercise. Mr. Bobinson kept also sever^j 
pointer dogSj bought up every gun that had the 
character of a good one, and annually topk out a 
license ; but his plan of future operatioi^s io this, as 
in all otli^r cases, remcMued, uqrealized tp the day o| 
his deaths for he never went out shpoting, although he 
o 3 
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was always going " by and by." The idea of 
commencing sportsman, had not left him at the age of 
eighty-five; for a few weeks before he died, be procured 
a number of new bags, proper for bringing home the 
game he should kill that season. The humanity with 
which Mr. Robinson treated his horse, and his per- 
severing determination to maintain his dogs in idle- 
ness, exhibit him in the character of a Pythagorean 
philanthropist : bat nevertheless, one of hu principal 
pleasures was teasing hu own species, for he was al- 
most a constant attendant at sales hj auction of 
household goods, and rarely hesitated to give anj 
price for a book or article of furniture which he pei^ 
ceived another person had set his mind upon. In 
consequence of this invidious and unsociable dis- 
position, he left many rooms in different parts of the 
town occupied by articles both of convenience and 
literature, wliich he never used. 

OSTERVALD. 

M. Ostervald, the son of the celebrated minister 
of that name, at Neufchatel, went in his youth to 
Hamburgh, where he was at first employed merely as 
a clerk in a banking-house. Hb habits, howerer, 
were parsimonious, and he soon began to save 
money. His first great acquisition, indeed, was not 
wholly the fruits of savings. Hie used to go every 
evening to au obseure ale house, to drink his beer, 
which was the only supper be allowed himself, and 
never failed to carry away the cork of the bottle, as 
well as every cork which he could lay hold of. 
These, when be came home, he threw into a large 
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cask. At the end of tevtn or eight ^ears, these 
corks produced him a hundred crowns, which 
formed the foundation of his future wealth. ' 

M. OtitenraJd afterwards went to Paris, where he 
accumulated a large fortune, but liTed for five and 
twentj^ ^ears in a furnished lodging, in order to avoid 
contributing to the public taxes. His meals, or ra- 
ther bis only meal, which he took constantly at an 
obscure tavern, never cost him more tlian a shilling. 

In his last illness, it was the greatest torment to 
him, to be obliged to reimburse and give up the 
pawns and contracts upon which he had lent money ; 
and his anxiety on this subject, suggested a thousand 
precautions, which he continued to practbe when he 
was unable to read, or even to support himself. 
When just expiring, he refused to pay a livre for 
soup for his support ; and yet, under his pillow were 
found eight hundred thousand livres of assignats ; and 
to relations w,hom he had, probably, never seen, 
he left, in all, about two millions and a half of 
livres. 

WH£R£ AM I? 

Henry Topham, the strong man of Islington, who 
could break ropes of two inches in circumference, and 
bend kitchen pokers on his arm, or hb neck, was on 
bis way home one night, when, finding a watchman 
fast asleep in his box, he took the whole on his 
shoulders, and carried the load with the greatest 
ease. When he reached Bnnhill Fields burying 
ground, he dropped the poor fellow and bis dormi- 
tory over the wall. The watchman awaking, was 
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for some tim^ doubtful whetlier or noi be i^as in the 
land of the living ; and on recovefinjg from bis fngbt» 
seemed to be onlj waiting for the opening of the 
graves around hio). 

RIDICULOUS SITUATIONS. 

Marville, in bis Melan^t d^Histoire, mentions a few 
instances of very ridiculous situations in which great 
men have been place4« On^ of them must bave been 
peculiarly so. the celebrated Constable Anne de 
Montmorency, a man whose valour and military skill 
were only exceeded by his pride, his cruelty, ai)d bi- 
gbtry, was ordered by Francis I. of i^rance, to carry 
on his shoulders^ or in any other way he C9uld con- 
trive, his niece, the Princess of if avarre, to the altar, 
where, against her will, she was to be married to the 
Duke of Cleves. Xbis was a hard Usk, as the Kttle 
lady was so loaded with jewels and rich brocade of 
gold and silver, that she could scarcely walk. The 
whole court was amazed at the king'4 command ; the 
Queen of Navarre was pleased, as she wished her 
daughter to be humbled, on account of her haying 
imbibed Lutheran principles ; but. the constable was 
excessively hurt, as it exposed him to the ridicule of 
the world. ** It is hencefoi'th over with me ;" said he, 
** my favour at coiirt is, passed away,'* The con&table 
judged rightly, for he wa,s dismissed as soqn as the 
wedding was over. 

The following instance with which M. Marville 
was probably unacquainted, is not less singular. 

The Duke of Newcastle, who was at the head of 
the Treasury, frequently differed with his colleague in 
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office, Mr. Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham* but the 
latter, bjr hit firmness, always prevailed. A curious 
scene occurred at one of their interviews. It had 
been proposed to send Admiral Hawke to sea, in 
pursuit of M. Conflans. The season was unfa- 
vourable, and even dangerous for a fleet to sail, being 
in the month of November. Mr. Pitt was at that 
time confined to his bed by the gout, and was 
obliged to receive all visitors in his chamber, in which 
he could not bear to have a fire. The Duke of New- 
castle waited upon him in this situation, to discuss 
the affair of thb fleet, which he was of opinion ought 
not to sail in such a stormy season. Scarcely had he 
entered the chamber, when shivering with cold« he 
said, " What, have you no fire?" " No," replied 
Mr. Pitt, ** I can never bear a fire when I have the 
gout" The duke sat down by the side of the iu" 
valid, wrapt up in his cloak, and began to enter upon 
the subject of his visit There was a second bed in 
the room, and the duke, unable to endure the cold„at 
length said, "With your leave, I'll warm myself 
in this other bed ^*' and without taking off his cloak, 
be actually got into Lady Esther Pitt's bed, and re- 
sumed the debate. The duke was entirely against 
exposing tlie fleet to hazard in the-month of Novem- 
ber, and Mr. Pitt was as positively determined it 
should put to sea. " The fleet must absolutely sa*l,*' 
said Mr. Pitt, accompanying his words with the most 
animating gestures. " It b impossible," said tlie 
duke, making a thousand contortions, " it will cer- 
tainly be lo»t" Sir Charles Frederick, of the ord- 
nance department, arriving just at that time, found 
them boUi in this laughable posture; and had the 
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greatest difficulty io tbe world to pres^e bis gm- 
vit^, at seeing two minisU^s of state ^^elib.eiat]i^g 
lipoh a subject so important, in such a ludicrous ai- 
taaiion. 



AVOIDING THfi COLD. 

The following account of a Mr. Tallis, who lived at 
the Crown at Burcott, near Droitwich, and\kept his 
bed eight and twenty years, in order to keep himself 
warm, was written in 175$, by a gentleman who 
▼isited him. The old gentleman was then seventy- 
two years of age, and so hearty in his appetite, that a 
double quantity of victuals was always sent op to 
him : he was cheerful in conversation, and in CQun- 
tenance lively and intelligent. As wajrmth was l^is 
object, in keeping his bed, he had no lack of clothing. 
" His night-cap," says his biographer, ** consists of 
the following particulars ; nearest his head, is a cap 
made of two yards of flannel, doubled and quilted, 
over which he has eight more of tbe same sort, 
amounting in the whole to eighteen yard?. Over 
these he has two linen caps, of the like quality an() 
size. Next comes what he cafls his crown, which is 
forty yards of flannel ; and to crown this, he lias tep. 
single linen caps, and as many flannel ; so that the 
full contents of his night-cap are eighty-four yards : 
and it is, including bis head, as large as a be^-hive. 
Upon his breast, there lays a piece of flannel strained 
upon a light square wooden frame,which be lays over his 
face when he is going to sleep\ H^ has two stoppers 
of cork fitted to his nostrils, but these he uses only in 
the winter ; and it is remarks^ble, that thougli he takes 
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so'mach pains to keep himself warm in bed, be will 
never, in tHe coldest season, suffer a fire in his room. 
His sheets are lined with flannel, and qailted ; when 
they make his bed, he turns from one side to the 
bihef, and is never moved out of it but once a jear, 
when they draw another bed close to the side of that 
lA which be lies, and he tumbles, or is tumbled, into 
it. He changes his bed-clothes and bedding, and his 
night-cap^ once a year. The reason for so eccentric 
a mode of life, he readily nftrrated to his friend. He 
stated, that when be was young, and had the care of 
his father's farm, he discovered an old woman who 
was in the constant habit of stealing sticks from the 
hedges. She had got a bundle, which he ordered 
her immediately to lay down. She did so, then 
falling on her knees, with uplifted hands, she prayed 
tiiat he might never more be warm, and never know 
the warmth of a fire. * Immediately,' said he, in re- 
lating the circumstance, * I began to feel myself 
chilly, and I have been growing colder and colder 
ever since.' He began first to wear two shirts, then 
three, and soon doubling coats, waistcoats, &c., until, 
at length, he was unable to drag them about, and 
was, therefore, obliged to take to his bed, which was 
not, however, until twenty yeaft afker his encounter 
with the old woman." 

TAILOR LIGHT HORSE. 

When Queen Elizabeth was urged to assist the 
Dutch, in the war of the Low Countries, she re- 
fused for some time, and declared she would neither 
send man nor horse to their assistance. The re- 
presentations of her council, at length, so far prevailed. 
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that she consented to raise ■%. regiment of light-horse , 
The commission was given to a general, with secre 
orders from the queen to enlist none but tailors, and 
to mount them all on mares. Tlie regiment was soon 
completed, and sent to the Low Countries. In an 
action with the Spaniards, this corps was cut off from 
the main army, and the whole takeu prisoners. 
When the news of this disaster reached the queen, 
her majesty, who never appeared dejected at any 
reverse of her arms, turned to the Earl of Leicester, 
and said," The Spaniards have no cause of triumph 
on this occasion, for though they may vainly boast 
that they have cut off an English regiment, I can say 
with truth, that I have not on this occasion lost either 
man or horse." 

Notwithstanding the queen's joke on this occasion, 
tailors have proved themselves men ; and history re- 
cords many distinguished warriors who were of that 
trade. It may be sufficient to mention, that General 
Elliot, the intrepid defender of Gibraltar, though 
descended from a family much distinguished by their 
military exploits, was, wlien'a boy, apprenticed to the 
trade of a tailor. 

SELF TORMENTOE. 
In the reign of Elisabeth, there was born in Lon- 
don, a man of the name of John Martin. In the 
tenth year of his age he was kidnapped by a Portu- 
guese merchant, apparently for the purpose of pre- 
serving him in the Catholic faith ; and thu merchant, 
seven years afterwards, took him to Brazil, where 
being placed under the care of the Jesuits, he soon 
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after became a member of that fraternity, by the name of 
Joara de Almeida* Anchieta was hb Superior, then an 
old man, broken down with exertion and austerities, and 
subject to frequent famtings. Alibeida used to rub 
his feet at such times ; in reference to which, he-was 
accustomed to say, that whatever virtue there might 
be in his hands, he had taken it from the feet of his 
master. No voluptuary ever invented so many de- 
vices for pampering the senses, as Joam de Almeida 
did for mortifying them. He looked upon hb body 
as a rebellious slave, who, dwelling within his doors, 
eating at his table, and sleeping in his bed, was con- 
tinually laying snares for his destruction ; he, there- 
fore, regarded it with the deepest hatred, and, as a 
matter of justice and self-defence, persecuted, flogged, 
and punished it in every imaginable way. For this 
purpose, he had a choice assortment of scourges ; 
some of whqtcord, some of cat-gut, some of leathern 
thongs, and some of wire. He had cilices of wire 
for hb arms, thighs, and legs, one of which fastened 
round the body with seven chains ; and another, 
which he called his good sack, was an under- 
waistcoat of the roughest hair, having, on the inside, 
seven crosses made of iron, the surface of which was 
covered with sharp points, like a coarse rasp, or a 
nutmeg-grater. It is recorded among his other vir- 
tues, that whatever exercise he might take in that hot 
climate, he never changed his shirt more than once 
a week-; and that on his jonmres, he put pebbles 
or grains of maise in his shoes. 

His daily course of life was regulated in confor- 
mity to a paper drawn up by himself, and consisted 
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of ftbttiBCBce, loiBetkBes relieved by Wttd nd wtler, 
and flyfliqi^iig Hu poor bmtt, a§ he calkd hk body, 
with soenrget. Tbegreat objeetof hUmosttfarakM 
foeditotioiis, wm to thinks thei hevk^ been bom ia 
Eaglaad, and in London, m the ^tiy aeet and heait 
of heresy, he had been led to this happy way of 
life. 

In this extraordinary conrte of self-torment, F« Joam 
de Almeida attained the great age of eighty-two. : nod 
when the ^Uees and sconrges were taken from him, 
lest ihey should aeoelerate his dealh,' be was ob- 
serred to lose his strengdi, as if his oooslitaition waa 
theseby injured* During his last iUness, the convent- 
was crowded wtjih persons Who were desirous to behold 
the death of a saint. Scraps of hit writingt, rags of 
hl^ garments, were sought for with the utmosk eager- 
ness ; and when he was bled during hb last iUnesa^ 
every drop of his Uood was carefully received upon 
cloths, which were divided as relics among tinse who 
had the most intesestia the college. Such were the 
eKtnavagant lengths to which the Catholic snperslt- 
tieUfWas once carried in BmbU. 



SAILOR ON SHORE. 

Sooa after the conclusion of the wnx in 1615, n 
sailor, who had lately been paid off, and who Imd 
been, riding in a coach> about the stoeets, with a lidler 
playing, strolled into Govent Garden Market, when 
he was asked by one of the basket-women if 
he wanted any thing carried for him ? He replied. 
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that lie wished to be carried himself to a place where 
he could get some breakfast. The woman, who 
wanted to go home to her lodging in St. Giles's, 
agreed to take hint in her basket to a cofiee- 
sbep at the comer of High Street ; the sailor, after 
getting his pipe Kghled, took his seat in the woman's 
iMuicet, which was set upon her head by others of her 
own fnHertAty, and off she went> followed by a great 
^oncouise of spectators of every description. WiUiout 
ottce retfting, the poor creatore tooik her load to its 
-destination, when the sailor rewarded her with a pint 
of Tum and a £1 note. 

EARL OF MARCHMONT. 

Frederick Mickeison, a celebrated sargeon den- 
tist, who Mved for upwards of forty years in Coventry 
Street, used to relate the following anecdote of the 
late Lord Maichmont, who was very parsimonious. 

A stiai^ peirson had called on hnn many years, 
whom he always supposed to be a tailor, and was, 
on that account, extremely moderate in his charges ; 
nor did the person ever attempt to undeceive him, 
hfut always found fault with his demand. This per- 
son he, by acadent, discovered to be Lord March- 
mont The next time he cafled, a sudden alteration 
toek place in his charges, and what had been two 
guineas to the poor tidlor, was now twenty to the 
Earl of Marchmont. 
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HONOURABLE HUMILITY. 

Genera) Baaer, who cominaoded the Roasiau 
cavalry in Hobtein, was a soldier of fortune, whose 
family and country were unknown to every one. 
When encamped near Husom, he took a mode of 
discovering himself, as novel as it was amiable. 
He invited all his field officwtf, and some, others, to 
dine with him, and sent his adjutant to bring a miller 
and his wife, who lived in the neighbourhood, to the 
entertainment. The poor couple came, very much 
afraid of the summons, and quite confused when 
they appeared before the Muscovite general. Bauer 
seeing this, bade them be quite easy, for he only in- 
tended to show them kindness, and had sent for 
them to dine with him that day : at the same time, 
he conversed familiarly with them about the country. 
At dinner, the general placed the miller and his wife 
one on each band, and nearest to him, and paid par- 
ticular attention to them. In the course of the en- 
tertainment, he asked the miller many questions about 
his family and relations. The miller stated, that he 
was the eldest son of his father, who left the mill he 
then possessed, and that he had two brothers and one 
sister. ** Have you no other brother?" said the 
general. '* No," replied the miller ; ** I had once 
another brother, but he went away with the soldiers 
when he was very young, and must have long ago 
been killed in the wars." 

The general observing the company much sur- 
prised at his conversation with the miller, said to 
them, '* Brother soldiers, you have always been 
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cuiktas to know -w^o I was, and whence I 
came. I now infoim you, that this is thfe place of 
my natiidty, and jon have heard from this miller, who 
IS my elder brother, what my family is." Thentnming 
to the astonished miller and his wife, the general em- 
braced them, saying that he was the brother they had 
supposed dead. The genehd then inirited the 
whole of the company to meet him next day at the 
mill, where a plentiful entertainment was pronded ; 
the general pointing out to his brothen in arms, the 
room in which he was bom, with as much evident 
joy, as if he had been showing them the place where 
he had gained a victory. 

P£T£R8BURGH MISER. 

A Russian merchant, who Was so mmensely 
rkh, that on one occasion he lent the Empress 
Catherine the Second, a million of rubles, used to 
live in a small obscure room at St. Fetersbargh, 
with scarcely any fire, furniture, or attendance, 
though his Bousd was larger than many palaces. 
H6 buried his Uioney ui casks it the telli^r, and was 
So gireat a miser, that he barely allowed himself the 
coiiimdn necessaries of life. He placed his prin- 
tipal security in a large dog of ral^ar fierc(^nesS, 
which used to protect the premises by barkiug 
nearly the Whole of the night. At length the dog 
didl ; When the master, either prevented hj hh avarice 
from buying another dog, or feariug that nemight not 
iiieet with one which he could so w«ll depend 
on, adopted the singula^ method of performing the 
caniAe setvice himself, by going his rounds every 
H 3 
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eTeuiDgy and barking /as well and as loud as he 
could, in imitation of his faithful sentineL 



MARLBOROUGH. 

The Great Duke of Marlborough, some years 
before his death, retired occasionally to Bath, and 
often amused himself with cards, though he seldom 
ventured to play high. One night he was engaged 
at piquet with Dean Jones, from whom he won six- 
pence, and exacted the payment The dean de- 
clared he had no silver ; but the du^e saying he 
wanted it to pay for his chair, he borrowed the 
money, and gave it to him. The dean knowing the 
avarice of liis grace, watched him, and saw him 
walking home, in order to save the sixpence. Dean 
Swift, alluding to this weakness in the duke, says, 
** That in all his campaigns he never lost . his bag- 
gage ;" and Pope speaks of him as one who would 

" Now save a kingdom, and now save a groat." 

One day as the duke was looking over some papers 
in his scrutoire with Lord Cadogan, he opened ooe 
of the drawers, took out a green purse, and turned 
some broad pieces out of it, and after viewing them 
for some time with a satisfaction that appeared very 
visible in his face, " Cadogan," says he, ". observe 
these pieces well; they deserve to be observed. 
There are just forty of them ; it is the very first sum 
I ever got in my Ufe, and I have kept it always un- 
broken from that very time to this day." " This 
shows," observed Pope to Mr. Spence, " how early 
and how strong this passion must have been upon him." 
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LA FONTAINE. 

La Fontaine is recorded to have been one of the 
most absent of men; and Furetiere relates a circum- 
stance, which, if trae, is one of the most singuUr dis- 
tractions possible. La Fontaine attended the burial 
of one of his friends, and some time afterwards he 
called to visit him. At first he was shocked at the 
information of his death ; but recovering from his 
surprise, he observed — " It is true enough, for now I 
recollect I went to his burial." 



A QUEER SHAVER. 

A few years ago a man of the name of Walton, 
from Luzerne county, entered the Court House of Sun- 
bury, in the state of New York, took a seat at the 
council table, produced a shaving apparatus, and was 
about commencmg the operation of shaving his 
beard, which had not been taken off for upwards of 
three years, and was nearly a foot in length. His 
strange appearance attracted the attention of the 
court, and every person present The court, to prer 
vent interruption, ordered the man to be taken 
away. He resisted, and at length was indulged by 
the court. He said he had been commanded by hb 
Maker to do it, on that very day, in presence of the 
court, and with the same razor which he produced. 
Warm water was provided, and he soon disencum- 
bered himself of his beard, put up his shaving 
utensils, thanked the court for their indulgence, 
and walked away seemingly much pleased. 
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HORNE TOOKE. 

Among the singularities of Home Tooke, was 
that of superintending the erection of a tomb for 
himself in his garden at Wimbledon, and writing 
his own epitaph. This tomb consisted of a brick 
vault, placed on the top of a tumulus in his kitchen 
garden. The slab that covered the top of the ceno- 
taph, was a piece of blacklrish marble, on which he 
had caused to be cut the following inscription : 

JOHN BOBME TOOKB, 

Late proprietor. 

And now occupier, of this spot, 

was 

Bom in June, 1736, 

and 

Died 

In the year of his age. 

Contented and grateful. 

It b r en m rk abla, tiiat in superintending the evw>> 
tion of his tomb, he acUudlj became so iU in cob* 
•eqMnce of exposure to tiie cold air, that it was 
feared he would accelerate the event for 'lirhich he 
had be^ pteparing. Hoi boweter, recovered intk 
his illness ; but his widi to be buried in Ihe toibb 
-vtrhich he had oonsttucted for himself, ivas not oohi« 
piled wifb by his exetvtorA. 
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SILENT BEGGAR. 
In 1805, a man, well known by the name of Old 
Harry, died at Lytliam« in Lancashire. Upwards of 
twenty years had elapsed since his first appearance 
at that place, and during an uninterrupted residence 
till his death, no account of hb parentage, place of 
nativity, or occupation, could ever be obtained from 
hiio. He was never known to crave charity, other* 
wi<{e than by the silent mode of exposing himself to 
the view of such of the inhabitants as were accus- 
tomed to relieve his wants. His reason seemed to 
have received a shock, from some cause or other, for 
at intervals he evinced a sound state of mind, botli 
by I)is conversation, and his accurate display of 
writing and arithmetic ; while at other times, he showed 
evident marks of a disordered imagination. He said 
he was bom in the year 1730, and would often gra- 
tify himself with talking about going to Beverly mar- 
ket. His dialect evidently seemed to have been' col- 
lected from that part of Yorkshire. He called him- 
self Henry Stephenson, and said he was a married 
man; but here he would end his discourse; his re- 
jection seemed to recoil at every question relating to 
the connexions of his youthful days, the endearing ties 
of conjugal afiection, or the pleasing and domestic 
scenes which must have attended him in early life. 

AN AQUATIC. 

John Monro, who for up^rards of sixty years has 

been Town Crier of Glenarie, a small village about 

six miles from Inverary, and who, in 182S, was still 

living, had a peculiar fondness for water, so much 
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80, that he may almost be deemed amphibious* 
Though at the advanced age of nuietj-five« he makes 
it a regular rule to walk, daily, for the sake of re- 
creation, tlie six miles betwixt his residence and In- 
verary, or to the top of Tullich-hill, which is very 
steep, and distant about two miles. Should the rain 
pour in torrents, so much the better, and with the 
greater pleasure does he perambulate the summit of 
the hill for hours in the midst of the storm. Whether 
it is natural to this man, or -whether it is the effect 
of habit, cannot be said ; but it is well known be can- 
not endure to remain any length of time with his 
body in a dry state. During summer, and when the 
weather is dry, he regularly pays a daily visit to the 
river Area, and plunges himself headlong in with 
his clothes on; and should they get perfectly 
dry early in the day, so irksome and disagreeable 
does his situation become, that, like a fish out of wa- 
ter, he finds it necessary to repeat the luxury. He 
delights in rainy weather, and when the sky lowers, 
and the clouds threaten, and other men seek shelter ; 
then is the time that this man chooses for enjoying his 
natural element in the highest perfection. He never 
bends his way homewards till he is completely 
drenched ; and on these occasions, that a drop may 
not be lost, his bonnet is carried in his hand, and hk 
head left bare to the pattering of the wind and rain. 
He enjoys excellent health; and, notwithstanding 
his habits, has been wonderfully fortunate in escaping 
colds, a complaint very common in this moist climate ; 
but when he is attacked, whether In dry weather or 
wet weather, whether in summer or winter, his mode 
of cure is not more singular than it is specific. In- 
stead of confining himself, and indulgbg in the 
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ardent iweating potions so highly extolled among the 
gossips of his country, he repairs to his favourite ele« 
ment, the pure streams of the Area, and takes one of 
his usual headlong dips, with his clothes on. He 
then walks about for a few miles, till they become 
diy, when the plan pursued never fails to check the 
progress of his disorder. 

On one occasion, when he was supposed to be 
dangerously ill, and hb aged partner recommended 
him, for the first time, to have medical advice, he re* 
fiised, and said he must have his old remedy, though 
he was sorry he could not take it in his old way. He 
then begged his wife to throw a pail of water on him 
in bed. The good woman, though she had no ob- 
jections to give John a ducking, would not consent 
to it in this way ; but with some assistance, placed 
the old man on the floor, and tbeie drenched him 
to his heart's content. He was then put to bed again, 
wheie he slq>t soundly, and awakened quite refreshed 
next morning, ready to commence his usual perambu? 
lattoBs. 

Honest John has another propensity, but in which 
be does not stand single among his hardy country- 
men. He has no objections, whilst his back is en- 
joying the mountain streams, that his stomach should 
be regaled with a drop of " roouotain dew." It often 
happens that the latter proves an overdose, and popr 
John in the morning finds that he is not exempted 
from paying the usual debt to intemperance, in the 
form of headaches and lassitude. He does not, how« 
ever, apply for relief in the ordinary way, by 
" taking a hair o' the dog that bit him." His wife is 
called on to administer the never-foiling restorative— 
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John Starts from bis couch, and gets a few galknt of 
the Area thrown over his person, and alwaj^s with the 
desired effect. 



KNILUS FOLLY. 

Near Mount's Bay, in Cornwall, there is an arti- 
ficial excavation in the rock, which has been long 
known by the name of <* Knill's Folly." It de- 
rived its name from the late John Knill, £sq., of. ec- 
centric memory, by whose orders it was made, for 
the purpose of holding his remains, when his mortal 
career should be at an end. Mr. Knill was a native 
of Cornwall, but resided in Gray's Inn, London, 
where he died in 1811, in the seventy-eighth year of 
hb age. Although singular in his manners', he was 
a gentlemati of great worth, and excellent under- 
standing. He had a large circle of friends, by 
whom he was held in the highest estefem, and who 
would have been glad to contribute in any way to 
his gratification ; but Mr. Knill had so profound an 
esteem for the superior comforts of that bachelors' 
best home, a tavern, that he invariably refused every 
invitation to dine, or sup, in private. For many 
years before his death, it was his daily custom to 
leave his chambers at noon, to walk for two or 
three hoiuv about the town, make passing calls at 
the houses of hu particular friends, and end the day's 
perambulation at Dolly's Chop House, where he 
dined, and delighted to make meny. - The connubial 
state must be idlowed to stand supreme in ' its joys ; 
but where is the bachelor, who may not take comfort • 
from the contemplation of such single blessedness as 
that of John Knill's ? 



d by Google 



ECCENTRICITY. ' 85 



TAX ON OLD BACHELORS. 

A bill having been brought into the House of Le- 
gislature of New York, to laj a tax upon all 
bachelors above the age of twenty-eight, for the en- 
couragement of literature among females, a meeting 
of upwards of two hundred old bachelors, and others 
approximating to that state, was held, to take the 
measure into consideration. After a good deal of 
fine speaking, and many witty observations, the 
oldest bachelor in the room was called to the chair, 
when the following recital and resolutions were 
offered, and passed unanimously. 

" Whereas it appears by the public papers, that a 
bill has been introduced into the legislature of this 
state, to lay a tax upon bachelors, &c. In what 
manner the funds are to be applied, whether for the 
endowment of a seminary, in which old maids are to 
be employed as instructors, or whether to educate old 
maids in some of the useful and polite branches of 
literature, that they may be enabled to get a living 
without an helpmate, is unknown ' to us, not having 
seen the said bill, or its provisions ; but whatever 
may be the provisions of the said bill, we conceive 
it unconstitutional to lay a specific tax upon old ba- 
chelors, and calculated to produce much mischief in 
the community ; because it will drive from the state 
many good citizens who prefer a life of celibacy : it 
will tend to increase bachelors, inasmuch as when 
women find they can be maintained in a single state, 
many will prefer that mode of life, and refuse all 
offers of matrimony : it will cause many bachelors to 
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conceal their ages, and (hereby lead them to tell 
untrutlis, which otherwise they never would have 
tbooght of: it will cause old maids to be ten times more 
intolerable than tbey osually are» by making them in- 
dependent of husbands for a livelihood : it will have 
the effect to destroy that exquisite sensilnlity in men, 
. who having lost their sweethearts by ' hook or crook,' 
have made pledge to do penance all their Kves by 
living in a single state : it will lead many a man to 
enter into the holy bands of wedlock, without being 
guided by that bewitdiing trnd delectable passion, 
love (so essentially necessary to cunnubial felicity), 
and hurry them to marry, merely to save'tlie tax, 
and consequently produce many unhappy matches; 
for no marriage can be productive of happiness, with- 
out love. 

Love is a cunous thing you know, 

It makes one feel all over so. 
" It will excite to a retaliation on the part of ba- 
chelors, and cause them to use their influence to get a 
tax upon old maids ; thereby bringing on a civil war 
between old maids and bachelors, to the entire de- 
struction of tlie peace of society, and there will be 
nothing to attend to but 

Hear the pretty ladies talk. 
Tittle tattle, tittle tattle. 
"Therefore resdved, That we will use our most 
earnest exertions to prevent the passing of the above 
named bill, which we consider unconstitntional, and 
fraoght with the most alaraung conseqnenccB to the 
peace and happiness ofsod^ty. 

'* Resolved, That a comroiMee be appointed to draft 
a memorial to the legislature, praying that the bill 
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waMj newer be passed, and to obtain the signatures of 
all persons who are opposed to its passage. 

*' Resolved, That should the said bill be thrown 
under the table, we pledge owselves to uiute in the 
holy bands of marriage, as soon as we can find pretty 
creatures that will have us. 

" BesoWed, That we deeply commiserate the nn- 
fortonate situation in which many old maids are 
placed, though we are sensible that some of tliem are 
Uke 

Jeremiah's figf— The good are very good; 
The bad, too sour to give the pigs. 

*' Besdved, That It be recommended to establish 
a House of Industry for old maids, and that old 
bachelors contribute toward their support, by giving 
tiiem their linen to make, and their stockings to dam. 

" Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be 
given to the landlord for the use of the room. 

" It was moved and carried. That a committee of 
five gentlemen be appointed to draft a memorial to 
the legislature. 

" It was also moved and carried. That the pro* 
oeedings of the meeting be published in all the papers 
that will consent to do it without charge. 

A. WoLKSRS, Chairman. 
D. K. T. Smythe, Sec." 

The bill was withdrawn. 

FUNERAL DIRECTIONS. 

Diogenes said one day to his disciples, " That 
he desired when he died, not to be buried, as the sun 
and rain would, the tooner consume him." His dis- 
I 2 
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ciples remarked, that " If he reniained above groond, 
he would be devoured by dogs." " Then," replied 
Diogenes, " jou must put a stick in my hands, that 
I may drive them away." "But," resumed hh 
followers, '* when dead, you will neither see nor 
feel any thing." ** You see," said Diogenes, *' what 
fools you are ; for if that be the case, what sig- 
nifies by what I am devoured, or what becomes of 
me, as I shall be insensible to every thing." 

Among the modems, few have exhibited more of 
the same feeling with Diogenes, in this respect, 
than George Buchanan. When dying, he called 
for his servant, and asked him " how much money 
he had remaining ?" Finding that it would not be 
sufficient to defray the expenses of his interment, 
he desired that it should be distributed among the 
poor. *' But who then," said the servant, ** will be 
at the exp^ise of the funeral ?" Buchanan replied, 
" That he was very indifferent about that ^ for if he 
were once dead, if they would not bury him, they 
might let him lie where he was, or throw his corpse 
where they pleased." 

lieutenant-General Henry Hawley, who died 
Marcli 24, 1759, appears to have rivalled these 
cynics in their indifference to funeral honours. It 
is thus that he gives directions on the subject in his 
will : " First, I direct and order, that (as there is now 
peace, and 1 may die the common way) my carcase 
may be put any where ; it is equal to me, but I will 
have no more expense or ridiculous shew, than if a 
poor soldier (who is as good a man^ was to be 
buried from the hospital. The priest, I conclude, 
will have hb fee — let the puppy have it — Pay the 
carpenter for the carcass-box." 
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THE BEST OF FBOLICS. 

The profligate Duke of Wharton being one day 
in company with Swift, recounted several extra- 
Tagances be had ran through* Swift kindly ob* 
served to him, " Yoa have had your frolics, my lord, 
let me recommend one more to yon ; take afrc^ to 
be Tirtooos ; take my word for it, timt one will do 
you more honour, than all the other frolics of you 
whole life." 



LENGLET DU FRESNOY. 

The talents and services of the French writer, 
Nicholas Lenglet du Fresnoy, acquired him many 
powerful patrons, who were well disposed to serve 
him in every possible way ; yet from a wayward- 
ness in his conduct, his life was one continued 
scnesof adventures aind ndsfortunea. Hb ruling 
passion was to live, tiiink, act, and write, with a 
kind of cynical freedom ; and though badly lodged^ 
clothed, and fed, he was still satined, wfaBe at 
liberty to say and to wnte what he pkased. TUa 
Hbeity, however, be canicd to so great an extreme, 
and, in fact, so modi abased^ that be was Mmt to tibe 
BttKtile no less tiian ten or twalte ttmetu Lenglet 
bon all this, howerer, witfaeat moinMiing* and no 
sooner found himself out of prison* than he set to 
woi^ to getin agun. At last, the Baittle beoune 
so familiar to hinv ^^^ whenever Taping one of the 
]il» guards^ who was nsualiy eotemissioned to ooa* 
duct him thither^ en«ar«d bis chamber, he would 
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instantly hail him with an <' Ah ! M. Tapin, good 
morning ;" and then turning to Uie woman who 
waited upon him, he would tell her " to bring his 
little bundle of linen and smiff directly." When 
these were brought him ; " Now, M. Tapin," he 
would say, with Uie gayest air imaginable, " let us 
march." This spirit of freedom and indiffer^ice, 
never left him ; and to the last, he chose rather to live 
in a mean garret, than with a rich sister ; at whose 
house he might have commanded every accommo- 
dation and luxury. Poor Lenglet; his end was 
melancholy ! Returning home one evening, after 
dining with his sister, he sat down to read a new 
book, fell asleep over it, and dropping into the 
fire, was so much scorched, that he died before 
morning. 

NAUGHTY BOOKS. 

The enthusiast, Nicolas Ferrar, three days before 
his death, ordered a place to be marked out for bis 
grave ; and when this had been done, he requested 
his brother, before all the family, to take out of his 
study three large hampers full of books, which had 
been packed up there for many years. " They are," 
. continued he, " comedies, tragedies, heroic poems, 
and romances ; let them be immediately burnt upon 
the place mariied out for my grave ; and when yon 
have so done, come and inform me." When infor* 
mation was brought to him that, they were all con- 
sumed, he deshed that this act might be considered 
as a testimony of his disapprobation of all such 
productions, conceiving that (hey tend only to cor- 



d by Google 



ECCENTRICITY. 91 

rupt the mind of man, and are improper or any 
good Christian to read. On La Motte being told of 
this vagary, '« Aye," said he, calmly, " as the tes- 
timony of Nicolas Ferrar*9 disapprobation, let it be 
considered." 

BLAISE PASCAL. 

When the celebrated Blaise Pascal was about 
thirty years of age, imbibing certain peculiar senti* 
ments of religion, he determined to abandon all 
farther thoughts of literary composition, and to 
forego every gratification in life. He resolved to 
spend the remainder of his days in retirement and 
pious meditation, and with th^ view he broke off 
all his former connexions, changed his habitation, 
and in his new abode became so perfect a recluse, 
that he would scarcely speak to any body, not even 
to his own servants, whom he rarely admitted 
into his room* Although bred up with delicacy, 
and in opulence, he refused the assistance of a ser- 
vant in the performance of every thing which he 
could possibly do for himself. He made his own 
bed, brought bis dinner from the kitchen, and carried 
back the plates and dishes in the evening ; so that 
he left nothing for the servants to do, but to go to 
market and cook for him. Although his conti- 
nual infirmities made it of the utmost consequence 
that he should be choice in his food, and though 
his servants observed great care in providing only 
what was excellent, he seemed never to relish what 
he ate, and absolutely indifferent whether it was 
good or bad. He eat only to satisfy Uie importu- 
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uate ciaviiigs of huBger. In his chamber, nothisg 
was to be seen but two or three chairs, a table, a 
bed, and a few books.} It had no kind of oniament 
whatever ; neither carpeting npr curtains. He le- 
ceived in it, nevertheless, the visits of aoiDe par« 
ticular friends, and when they would express sur- 
prise at seeing him thus meanly lodged, he would 
reply, -that he had all that was necessary, and that 
to have more than was necessary, would ht unworthy 
of a wise man* He employed his time in reading 
the scriptures, in prayer, and in committing to paper 
snch pious Uiougfats as occurred to him. His reason 
became at length in some degree afiected by his 
austere mode of life. At one time, he imagined 
that he always saw on one side of him a deep abyss, 
and would never sit down till a chahr was placed 
there to secure him from the apprehended danger. 
At another time, he was full of an extraordinary 
vision, with tHiich he said be had been favoured, th^ 
particulars of which he committed to writing, and 
preserved during Ihe remainder of his life, sewed 
up between the cloth and liniitg of his coat. Every 
day he grew more and more chimerical and super- 
stitious ; till at length, in the tiiirty-ninth year o€ 
Ms age, deatii put an end to his miseiles. 



FRANKLIN 

«< Friend Franklin," said Myers Fisher, a celie- 
brated qnaker lawyer of Philadelphia, one day 
*< thee knows almost every thing ; can thee teH me 
how I am to preserve my nuaH beer in the back* 
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yaid ? my neighbours arc often tappine it of 

nights r 

" Put a barrel of old Madeira by the side of it," 
replied tlie doctor ; " let them but get a taste of the 
Madeira, and I'll engage they will never troablc thy 
m all beer any more." 



DREAD OF BEING FORGOTTEN. 

An eccentric inhabitant of Hallaton, in Leicester- 
shire, ambitious that his memory should be pre- 
served by some means or other, bequeathed a piece 
of land to the rector of the town for the time being, 
in trust, for providing " Two hare pies, a quantity of 
ale, and two dozen penny loaves, to be scrambled for 
on Easter Monday, annually." The land, before the en- 
closure system came into operation, was called, *' Hare- 
crop Leys;" and at the time of dividing the fields, in 
1770, a piece was allotted to the rector in lieu of the 
said leys. The custom is still continued ; but in^ 
stead of hare, the rector provides two large pies 
made of veal and bacon ; these are divided into 
parts, and put into a sack ; and about two gallons of 
ale in two wooden bottles vdthout handles or strings, 
are also put into a sack ; the pezmy loaves are cut 
into quarters, and put in a basket Thus prepared, 
the men leave the rectoiy, and are soon joined by 
the women and children, who march to a place 
called ** Hare-pie bank," about a quarter of a mile 
south of the town. In the course of this journey, 
the pieces of bread are occasionally thrown for 
scrambling ; but the pies and ale are carried to the 
grand rustic theatre of confusion. This, in olden 
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time (UiQugh not upon so great a scale, or destined 
for suclT bjoody feats, as the Roman amphitheatres), 
consisted of a bank with a small trencJi round it, 
and a circular hole in the centre. Into this the pies 
and ale are promiscuously thrown, and erery fi^^ic- 
some athletic youth, who is fond of tlie sport, raskes 
forward to seize a bit, or bear away a bottle. Con- 
fusion ensues, and what began in puerile sport, has 
occasionally terminated in a boxing match* Of late 
years, however^ peace and hilarity have prevailed. 

INDOLENCE, AND ITS REWARDS. 

Thomas Rennell, the Devonshire artist, was a 
nan of most extensive acquirements ; he was not 
only an excellent painter, b«t a good chemist, and 
prepared most of his own colours ; a tasteful per- 
former and a fine composer of music; an inge- 
nious mechanic, and no mean poet; but withal, 
excessively indolent. When settled at Plymouth, 
the Duke and Duchess of Kingston were so much 
struck with some of his paintings, that they endea- 
voured to draw him from his obscurity by a promise 
^f a residence in their house in London, and the 
exertion of their faiterest in his favour ; but he refused 
their offer. From Plymouth he went to Portsmouth, 
where he lived, or rather existed, for nearly twenty 
years, in great poverty. He has sometimes 
lain in bed for a whole week, in very cold weather, 
without any other subsistence than a cake «nd 
water, being in want of almost every necessary of 
life. 

Although at times Rennell would paint, yet he 
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was generally negligent and improvident ; his art 
had only its turn with his other amusements, and if 
a picture was completed in tweWe montlis, it was 
thought very expeditious. Kennell, like many 
other great geniuses, was an entire stranger to fru- 
gality; no sooner was he in possession of a few 
pounds, but every strange object that presented 
itself, and was within the compass of his pocket, 
was bought immediately. 

The blunt sincerity of Ilennell, rendered his 
manners ui^tleasing to the rich and powerful, whom 
he would uevei flatter, but whose vices and follies 
were often the object of his satire. 

SWIFT'S LAST LINES. 
In one of those lucid intervals which varied the 
course of Swift's unhappy lunacy, his guardians, or 
physicians, took him out to give him an airing. 
When they came to tiie ^osniz park. Swift remarked 
a new buUding which he had never seen, and asked 
what it was designed for ? Dr. Kingsbury answered, 
** That, Mr. Dean, is the magazine for arms and 
powder, for the security of the city." " Oh ! oh!" 
says the dean, pulling out his pocket-book, " let me 
take an item of that This b worth remarking ; my 
tablets, as Hamlet says, my tablets — memory, put 
down that." He then produced the following lines, 
being the last he ever wrote : 

Behold f a proof of Irish sense ! 

Here Irbh wit is seen. 
When nothing's left for our defence. 
We build a magazine. 
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The Dean then put up his pocket-book, laughing 
heartily at the conceit, and clenching it with, " After 
the steed's stolen, shut the stable door.'' 



A GENEALOGY HUNTER. 

Ffe4eric of Saxony, surnaraed the Sage, rendered 
his claim to this title doubtful, by his attention to the 
descent of his family. A celebrated genealogist 
had told hira, that a copy of his pedigree was pre* 
served in Noah's ark. To substantiate this account, 
the prince neglected all aifairs of state, to the great 
regret of his ministers, who remonstrated with him 
on the absardity, but all to no purpose. At 
length his cook, who was his favourite buffoon, de- 
sired an audience of him, when he told the emperor, 
that this curiosity to know his origin was neither 
useful nor honourable. " At present," said the 
jester, " I look upon you as subordinate only? to the 
Deity ; but if you search into Noah's ark, perhaps 
I shall discover that you and I are cousins, as we 
have all had our relations there." What the serious 
advice of his ministers could not effect, was per- 
formed by the emperor's cook. 



JEDEDIAH BUXTON. 

This extraordinary man, whose skill with respect 
to calculations excited so much curiosity about the 
middle of the last century, was so neglected in bis 
education, that he was never taught to write ; and with 
respect to any other knowledge but that of numbers. 
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was always as ignorant as a child. Huw be came 
first to know the relative proportions of uumbers, 
and their progressive denominations, he did not re- 
member ; but to this he employed the whole force 
of his mind ; and his attention was so constantly 
fixed on tlie subject, that he frequently took no 
notice of external objects. Though ignorant of the 
common rules of arithmetic, as taught in the schools, 
yet if any space of time was mentioned, he would, 
without Uie use of pen, pencil, or chalk, and by mere 
mental calculation, tell you how many minutes it 
contained. Mention but a distance, and he would 
assign the number of hairs' breadths, without any 
question being asked, or any calculation expected, 
by the company. 

Jedediah would pace a piece of land, or a field,, 
and ascertain the contents almost as exactly as if 
measured by a chain. In this manner he measured 
the whole lordship of Elmton, of some thousand 
acres, belonging to Sir John Rhodes, to whom he 
presented the aggregate contents, not only in acres^ 
roods, and perches, but even in square inches. After 
this, for his own amusement, he reduced the whole 
into hair breadths. His memory was so great, that 
while solving a question, he could leave off, and re- 
sume the operation next morning, a week, a month, 
or even several months, afterwards, until com- 
pleted. 

When he went to church, he never could recollect 
one word of the sermon, or of the text, but occupied 
himself with some calculation. This extraordinary 
person lived in laborious poverty ; time with him, 
changed nothing but bis age ; he was a farmer's la- 
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fooorer (torn bis joatb, and such he died. In 1754, 
he visited London, and exhibited his eitraoidinaiy 
powers before the Rojal Society, who dismissed him 
with a handsome gratnity. Daring his residence 
in London, he was taken to Dniry Laue Theatre, to 
see Richard IIL performed ; and it was expected 
that the novelty and splendour of the show would 
have fixed him in astonishment, and kept his imagi- 
nation In a continual harry; or that his passions would 
in some degree liave been touched by the power of 
Garrick's acting. But Jedediah's mind was em- 
ployed in the theatre, as it was in every other place. 
During the dance, he fixed his attention on the num- 
ber of steps ; and as to ^e music, he only regretted 
that it perplexed him so much, that he could not cal- 
culate the innumerable sounds produced by the in- 
struments. Even Garrick nas only listened to in 
order that he might count the number of words he 
uttered, and in which he perfectly succeeded. Je- 
dediah returned to his labours in the country, un- 
contaminated by town manners, and still continued 
to prefer a sHce of rusty bacon, to the luxuries of the 
epicure. 

* MAGLUBECHI. 

Magliabechi, the celebrated librarian of Florence, 
lived, ate, drank, and slept among his books ; he 
lived in the most sequestered and philosophical 
manner, scarcely ever leaving the city. His house 
was but one continued pile of books ; his lower 
rooms were crowded with them, not only along the 
wainscot, but w piles to a coasiderable height, and 
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s tpiead on the floor, that there was sot the least 
place ibr sitting down, much less for walking, except 
a Icmg narrow passage, leading from one room to the 
other. The porch of his house was, in the same 
manner, every where stuffed with books, as far as the 
projecting awning would secure them from rain. 
The staircase was lined all the way up with thi» 
library furniture, as were all the upper rooms. 

Magliabechi generally shut himself up all theday, 
and opened his doors in the eTening to the men of 
letters who came to couTerse with him. His atten- 
tion was so absorbed with hb studies, that he often 
forgot the calls of nature. He was negligent in his 
person; and was usually dressed inUaek, with a waist- 
coat reaching to his knees. His cloak, which was 
also Uack, serred him for a momkig gown in the 
day, and for bed clothes at night ; it was generally 
much patched, in consequence of the holes he burnt 
in it. He wore a large hat, and a Florentine band 
round his neck. On one arm, he carried a pan, in 
which was a constant fire for warming his hands, and 
ius clothes bore evidence of their hem% often too 
nearly connected with it. His linen he usually wore 
until it fell to pieces. He always slept on his books; 
bound volumes served him for a mattress, those in 
boards for a pillow, and he covered himself with 
such as were merely stitched, throwing his cloak 
gver all. His sole diet was eggs, bread, and 
water. 

The Grand Duke of Florence, Cosmo II., to whom 
Magliabechi was librarian, once prevailed on him to 
take up hb residence inrthe Ducal Palace ; but he 
quitted it four months afterwards, and returned to 

K ^ 
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his own hoase ; indeed, though he rarely stirred oat, 
yet he had such an aversion to every thing that looked 
like restraint, that the grand duke dispensed with 
his personal attendance, and always sent him his 
orders in writing. 

PILGRIMAGE TO JERUSALEM. 

Mr. Whaley, whose volatile disposition made him 
sacrifice a fine estate in a few years, resided some 
time in Dublin, where he lived in the most expen- 
sive manner. Soon getting tired of the insipid 
tameuess of this mode of life, he determined to 
revisit the continent. While he was hesitating .as 
to the exact place of destination, some friends with 
whom he was dining, and who had heard that he 
intended to go abroad, enquired whither he was 
going ? He hastily answered, " to Jerusalem.*' 
Being convinced that he had no such intention, they 
offered to lay htm a considerable wager that he would 
not walk thither. Although when he gave the 
answer to their enquiries, he had not the most distant 
idea of such a pilgrimage, yet, stimulated by the 
offers made to him, be accepted bets to the amount 
of ,^15,000. A few days served to complete his 
arrangemeiits ; he set out, accomplished his journey, 
and returned to Dublin within the time to which 
he was limited, when he received from his antagonist^ 
the reward of his unexpected exploit. 
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"WILL WITH THE GOLDEN WHISKERS/' 
The Rev, William Hollings, of St. Omer Street, 
Hereford, who died ib 18^, officiated many years 
as corate of Ulingswidc, but left the situation in dis- 
gust, rowing that he would never resume his clerical 
functions. Thb resolution, which he strictly adhered 
to during the remunder of his life, originated in the 
refusal of his patron* to appoint him to the vacant 
benefice in 1789, although recommended by the 
parishioners. 

iVom that time he became avaricious and eccentric. 
His dress was shabby, and his appearance extremely 
grotesque. The capacity of the pockets seemed to 
be the principal object in the construction of his coat } 
it was formed of cloth of the coarsest texture, originally 
of a black colour, but the effect of time had strongly 
tinged it with the Verde antique so valuable in the eye 
of the antiquary ; his waistcoat was of similar mate- 
rials, and being prudently fitted with long pockets, 
in compliment to his coat, was met above his knees 
by a pair of worsted boot-stockings ; his hat was 
round and shallow : hb hair was sandy ; and despising 
the vain controul of a black and bushy wig, it ac- 
quired for him the title of *' Will with the golden 
whiskers."^ The mother of Mr. H. Hved with him to 
Ae time of her death, which occurred about thirty 
years before that of her son ; she left a set of chemises 
nearly new, and the circumstance of her son's wearing 
and washing them afterwards,«iight be concealed from 
history, had he not often been observed to place 
K 3 
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them on the drying line in his garden. Other parts 
of the wardrobe of his father and mother^ which even 
Mr. HoHings's ingenuity could not adapt to his OKtn 
personal uses, were found in the house at his death, 
and afford no bad specimens of the costume which 
prevailed in the reign of George II. 

His hoase and furniture strictly corresponded wtA 
liis own appearance ; no domestics of any description 
were admitted within his walls, lest they should rob 
him ; and every office, whether culinary or otherwise, 
was performed by himself. His diet was cheap and 
homely ; three-penny-worth of tripe, and a quart of' 
water^ in which it had been boiled, occasionally con- 
stituted, with the aid of a six-penny loaf, two meals 
of more than usual indulgence. The cooking on 
these occasions was simple : it consisted in soaking 
the crumb, hollowed out from the loaf, in the liquor 
of the tripe, for one day's repast ; and in placing the 
tripe itself in the cavity of the loaf, for the next day's 
junket. A steak was a luxury. 

Mr. HoHings's gun, and his fishing rod, afforded a 
casual supply of provision ; but his principal reliance 
was on the bounty of his relatives, or the donations of 
the numerous friends, who, from their own assiduities, 
or his professions, considered themselves reasonable 
expectants of his property. He used to leave his bed 
at the earliest hour, in pursuit of some kind of game 
or other : if he was observed in a wood, his gun was 
his excuse ; if near a river, his rod, whUe the fishing 
basket on his back answered the double purpose of 
containing plunder, and concealing the hole in his 
coat. On one of these marauding expeditions (when 
hares were often mistaken for rabbits, and tame dhcks 
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for wild ones)» hct had the good fortone to dUcorei* 
in his favourite walk on the bank of the river Lugg, 
the mutilated remams of a large-Mzed pike» which, 
after glutting the appetite of the otter, was destined 
to be the prej of our hero, and supplied him with at 
least half a score dinners of unusual splendour. On 
another occasion of a similar nature, he was appre- 
hended whilst sitting near the confines of a wood, and 
watching for game within the circuit of the adjoining 
field, which he had marked out by sticks placed in 
the ground to show the distances at which he might 
depend on the effects of his gun, with the least pos- 
sible risk of discharging it to no purpose. The game- 
keepers conducted him in custody to tlie lord of the 
preserve *, mutual congratulatbns ensued, on the ap- 
prehension of the grand poacher, who had so long 
eluded their vigilance ; and his capacious and dis- 
tended pockets were unloaded before the party. 
Great, however, were their surprise and disappoint- 
ment, when, instead of the game expected, these 
ample pockets were found to contain merely a mis- 
cellaneous collection of potatoes, sticks, turnips, glass 
phials, and hogshead bungs, all of which he had pur- 
loined from a neighbouring cottage,in which he obtained 
shelter from a storm. Thus, if feather, and fur, and 
fishes failed, his resources were still unexhausted $ the 
turnip fields, or the hedges, could always assist 
him. On his removal from one house to another, he 
filled three hogsheads with broken sticks, which he 
had thus acquired, and he nearly preserved that quan- 
tity in his garret, to his death, by almost daily, or 
rather nightly, supplies. 

In his usual walks, he formed many intimacies with 



d by Google 



104 PBUCY ANBeD^TES. 

the cottagers of the district, and under prefence of 
reniembcriDg them in his will, he often put fiieni to 
the expense of mamtaialng him for a treek. From 
his more able friends, he frequently solicited the gUi 
of a hare, wliich he tamed to good account, by fixing 
a long residence with some other fiiend, to whom lie 
presented it. An unpleasant rebuff once accompanied 
an application of this kind. A gentleman of Hinton 
made it an indispensable condition of a compliance 
with Ms request, that the applicant should prove, that 
on some one occasion of his life, he bad given away 
any thing which cost him the value of the hare. It 
is superflnotts to add, that tiie condition was imprac- 
tieable. 

Mr. Hollings's garden contained a pear tree of 
unusual merit; and to prevent any loss from com- 
plying with the wishes of his friends for a supply of 
its gifts, he regdarly procured at the proper season, 
a large bough from some other and inferior stock, and 
substituted its branches for those of the favourite tree, 
fie once possessed more extensive property in land, 
which being situated in the centare of a worthy 
baronet's demesne, was purchased at a price nearly 
double its worth ; but Mr. H. long repented the sale, 
from an idea that under all the circumstances of die 
case, a still greater price might possibly have been 
extorted. 

Mr. Hollings was never married ; but notwithstand- 
ing all his eccentricities, he had the merit of great 
devotion to the female sex ; and the faithless pro- 
mise of his mother's black silk doak, has in- 
duced many a fair damsel to indulge him with her 
society. 
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. About six. weeks before his death, he abruptly, 
and hastily, pressed immediate payment of interest 
and principal, from a tradesman who had joined 
with another person in giving security for <^100 
for the use of the latter. The interest was paid, and 
an acknowledgment given on unstamped paper; 
The party feeling himself aggrieved, laid an.infor-' 
mation agamst him, and the penalty of Xb was- 
exacted. This was his death-blow : in his own words, 
from that moment, he ** could neither eat, nor drink, 
nor sleep.'' Under this mental depression he lin* 
gered about five weeks, gradually declining in health 
and spirits, until the morning of the 26th of March ; 
when, after forcing the street door, he was found dead 
in a miserable bouse, in a miserable room, and on 
a miserable bed ; without an attendant, without fire, 
without sheets, without curtains, and without any 
other visible comfort. The scene which succeeded, 
bids defiance to description ; none but those who have 
witnessed the effects of a London hoax, filling all the 
streets with applicants of all descriptions, can form an 
idea of what occurred. Wives, widows, and maids, 
urged the promises they had received ; parsons^ and 
proctors, lawyers and doctors, assembled on the spot; 
(me person required remuneration for drugs, another 
for drams, a third for dinners, and a fourth for cider : 
in short, the demands, the expectations, and the con- 
fusion, seemed universal ; and on unfolding his will, 
it appeared that, with the exception of a few trifling 
legacies, bis relatives were wholly excluded, his ex- 
peelants disappointed, and a property of about ^3000 
was divided, to their great surprise, between a re- 
spectable yeoman in^ the county, and a gentleiuan 
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who managed hU pecniuaFy conceals in the cHy. Of 
tlie hospitalities of iJim ianaatt he had occaaionallgr 
partaken ; and the latter had excited hu pafticulsr 
lavoar, by retiimiBg a ^& note^ which Mr. HoUings 
had placed in his hrnds, bejrond the deposit he In- 
tended to have made* On this occasion, Mr. H. 
emphaticaUy exclaimed—'* then there uone kmuet mem 
tntkewerld!" 

Thus lived, and thna died, the Rev. WiUiam Hoi- 
lings. He was buried at Within§ton» under the 
salute of a roerrj peal of bells, as directed by hb wiH; 
and ordered to be repeated on a suitable endowmeBt^ 
' during twelve hours, on every anniversary of bb 
funeral. 

HEDGE-HOG TAMER. 

An old uian, wtvo called himself William Pinslow, 
Esquire, died at Ludlow in the year 1809. He was 
well known to many persons besides his neighbours, 
lor having, some years ago, so tamed two hedge-hogs, 
as to make them perambulate the streets with him, in 
a degree of discipline and subjection which astoniriiefll 
an beholders. In the early part of his life he was 
a soldier, and served under *' the old Co^ of the 
Hock," during its siege by the Spaniards. In his 
latter years, he was chiefly supported by the bounty 
of his opulent and benevolent neighbours. Though 
in the utmost degree of penury and wretchedness, he 
would never submit to receive parochial relief; and 
having saved ^7, he deposited it in the hands of a 
friend, for the express purpose of defraying his funeral 
expenses, that even his interment mi|^t not be charge* 
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■Me to the parisb fands. Of this som, three-foortbs 
vemanied untouched at the day of his death. Doriog 
several jears, rheematic lameness, occasioned and con- 
firmed by h» hard manner of living, compelled him 
to go npon crotches* In principle, he was strictly- 
honest; in manners, civil and InotFeBsive, except 
when inebriated, as he often was, by the donations 
of travellers and military officers ; on which occasions 
he was frequently conveyed home in a single- wheeled 
chariot, to the no small amusement of boys and 
children of a larger growth. 

LOTTERY SPECULATION. 

Mr. Christopher Bartholomew, who was proprietor 
of White Conduit House Tea Gardens, and the Angel 
Inn, at the top of the City Road, exhibited a singu- 
lar instance of attachment to speculating in the lottery, 
amidst all the fluctuations of fortune. He rented 
land to the amount of ^200 a year, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Islington and Holloway ; and was re- 
markable for having the greatest quantity of hay-stacks 
of any grower in the neighbourhood of London. At 
tliat time, he is believed to have been worth ^50,000; 
kept his carriage and servants in Hvery ; and upon 
one occasion* having been tunisnally successful at in- 
suring in the lottery, gave a public breakfast at his 
tea ^iirdens, ** to eommewurate the amUes tf fortune" 
as it was expressed upon the tickets of admission 
to thb (kte champetre. He had at times some 
fortunate hits in the lottery ; which, perhaps, tended 
to encrease the mania which hurried him to his 
ruin. He has been known to spend upwards of two 
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thousand guineas in a day for insurance, to raise 
which, stack after stack of his iumense crops of hay 
have been cat down, and harried to market, as the 
readiest way to obtain the supplies necessary for 
these extraordiriary outgoings. Having at last been 
obliged to part with his house, from accumulated dif- 
ficulties and embarrassments, be passed the last thir« 
teen years of his life in great poverty, subsisting by 
the charity of those who knew his better days, and 
the emolument be received as a juryman of the 
Sheriffs' Court for tho County. Still his propensity 
to be engaged in this ruinous pursuit, neyer forsook 
him : and meeting one day, in the year 1807, with 
an old acquaintance, he related to him a strong pre- 
sentiment he entertained, that if he could purchase a 
particular number in the ensuing lottery- (which he 
was not then in a situation to accomplish), it would 
prove successful. His friend, after remonstrating 
with him on the impropriety of persevering in a prac- 
tice tliat had been already attended with soch evil 
consequences, was at last persuaded to go halves with 
him in a sixteenth part of the favourite number, 
which being procured, was niflit fortunately drawn a 
prize of «i^20,000. With the money arising from 
this extraordinary turn of fortune, he was prevailed 
upon, by his friends, to purchase an anauity of ^60 
per annum; yet fatally addicted to the pemicions 
habit of insurance, he disposed of it, and lost it all. 
He has been known frequently to apply to those per- 
sons who had been served by him in his prosperity, 
for an old coat, or somj^ther article of catt-off ap- 
parel ; and not many days before he died, he solicited 
a few shillings to save him from starving. 
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A PLATONIST. 

Foote is said, in the characters of Dr. Last and 
Johnny Macpherson, to have caricatured a physician 
of his acquaintance, of the name of Leeds, and a 
teaclier of languages, named Jolm Fransham, with 
whom the doctor privately endeavoured to make up 
the deficiencies of a neglected education. Fransham 
was, indeed, an extraordinary original. His phy- 
siognomy reminded one of the portrait of Erasmus, 
and it had this in common with the busts of Plato, 
that there were two tips to the nose. His couU'^ 
tenance was sedate, and expressive of great intellect ; 
bis complexion dusky ; his grey hair hung loose 
about his shoulders, and gave a high air of the antique 
to his bust. For clothes, he wore a short green 
jacket, drab-coioured breeches, worsted stockings, 
and large shoes ; and seldom, if ever, did he vary 
his attire. The history of this oddity was curious. 
He was the son of the clerk of St George's parish, 
Norwich. At the age of fifteen, he was bound an 
apprentice to a cooper at Wymondham ; but in less 
than two years after, a legacy of twenty-five pounds 
having fallen to him, he deserted the employment, 
and resolved to devote himself to literary pursuits. 
He had already acquired the elements of reading, 
writing, and cyphering ; as also the rudiments of 
Latin. He now applied to the study of mathematics ; 
and under the tuition of Mr. Hemmingway, a land- 
surveyor, attained to great proficiency in this science* 
His twenty'five pounds, however, were soon ex- 
hausted ', and his parents not being in circumstancM 
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to maiBtain him in learned idleness, he was obliged 
to give up his plan of constant studj, and to devote 
a great portion of bis time to the copying of la-^ 
papers, as a means of subsistence. He did not, how- 
ever, submit to this drudgery long ; for in 1748, be- 
ing then in his eighteenth year, he again broke loose. 
He strolled to Yarmouth, and embarked for North 
Shields, intending to make a tour of the Scottish 
Highlands, and to know by pefsonal inspectioi], a 
people of whom he had heard much to excite his 
curiosity and wonder. When he reached Newcastle, 
he formed an acquaintance there with some soldiers 
belonging to the regiment of Old Buffs ; and tempted, 
probably, by the prospect of leisure which a military 
life presented, he enlisted in that corps. On exa- 
mining, however, this philosophical recruit, it waa 
discovered that be was too bandy-legged for a sol- 
dier, and he was, therefore, not accepted. The 
gaiety of his new associates had, in the mean time, 
made such inroads on his pecuniary resources, that 
he found himself obliged to abandon his intention of 
visitmg Scotland, and turned hb face again towards 
the south. With great difficulty, he managed to reach 
Norwich, with a residue of only three half-pence; 
and, having no other resource, was obliged to return 
to the spiritless occupation of copying for attorneys* 
What tiipe he could spare from thb employment, bo 
devoted to study ; perfecting himself in the Latin 
and mathematics, and soaring often into the loftiest 
regions of metaphysical scienee. Plato, Ci^eio, 
Shaftesbury, Middleton, and Hune, became his fa- 
vourite authors ; and for the last, especially, he coq- 
ceived so profound an admiration, that be styled hhn 
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the " Prince of PhiJosophen/' and became a convert 
to all his principles* 6d thoroughly sceptical was be 
now, that scarcely a sentence could be uttered in his 
hearrag, or any information communicated in his 
presence, without his rejoining, " Are you sure that 
is true? On what do yon ground your belief?" 
Fiansham found, at length, a patron hi the head of 
the Chute family, with whom his sister, lived as 
housekeeper* He was allowed to reside in their house 
at Norwich, and the free use of the library. He had 
not, however, long enjoyed this philosophical repose, 
when one night in bed, he imagined that his patron, 
who was ill at Pickenham, would not Hire to return 
to Norwich, and related his ideal terror to the servants. 
Mr. Chute actually died that night ; and Fransham 
always described this as an act of divination, as if 
he were no less favoured than the seers of antiquity. 
, After the loss of this patron, Fransham faired a garret 
in Norwich, kept a school there, and was attended 
by fifteen or twenty scholars. His confinement was 
now close, and his income barely sufficient for wants 
narrowed to monastic privation. His health sufiercd ; 
he took rapid solitary walks durmg the morning and 
twilight, wrapped in a tartan plaid, which he had 
bought for his Scotch excursion, with a broad hat 
slouched over his eyes, and his hands behind him. 
His usual stroll was to Mosswold Heath, and it was 
supposed that he dften stopped there the whole night. 
When wet weather prevented him from stirring abroad, 
he would exercise himself by beating a drum, blowing 
a hautboy, or playing at marbles. Being in want of 
fuel, on one occasion, to boil his kettle, be was under 
the necessity of burning his hautboy, and was never 
L 2 
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able to bay a new one. He topplied the place of it, 
however, by a cane chair, on which he used to rattle 
his dram sticks with as much ardour/as if he had been 
beating a charge in battle. Fransham became. At 
last, himself an author. In 1769, he gave to the 
press, his ** (Estnim of Orpheas,'' a book in which be 
showed himself to have Imbibed a large share of the 
Platonic opmions. Having rejected the religion of 
hb fathers, and confining his studies almost exclti- 
sivelj to the ancient writers, Fransham's mind in- 
sensibly filled up the blank occasioned by the efface- 
ment of hereditary notions, with id^as derhred from 
Greek mythology' . Like the Platonists of Alexandria, 
he endeavoured to give an allegorical torn to the fa- 
bles of Paganism, which might enable him, withont 
inveracity, to speak of them as truths. Such euphem- 
isms abounded in his conversation. Having been 
advised to take chicken brotli for the head-ache, he 
called it sacrificing a cock to Esculapius. He lost 
for a time, through inflammation, the sight of one eye, 
which recovered on a change of the weather from 
warm to cold. This incident he described as a mi- 
racle I said that he had prayed for relief to Juno (the 
power presiding over the atmospheie) ; and that she 
had given it In the year 1770, a stranger undertook 
to publish, every Tuesday , in Norwich, a satirical paper, 
called " Robin Snap," which was modelled after the 
Tatler, and sold at one penny. The editor engaged 
.Franshan^'s assistance, and obtained from him several 
contributions ; but the work soon expired of neglect 
Franshara, however, was so pleased with the task, 
that he continued to provide his paper weekly, long 
after the publication had ceased. In 1771 , the gadfly. 
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to use an expression of his own, stung him again. ' 
With the Httle accumulations of his pedagogic 
industrj, Fransham suddenly set off for London, and 
esfaMished himself near Hyde Park Comer. One of 
his chief objects, was the publication of several ma- 
nuscripts vrhich he had prepared with that view ; 
among which, was a Life of Lycurgas, the Scheme 
of a Perfect Gdvemment, and a Synopsis of Classi- 
cal Philosophy. But being unable to meet with any 
bookseller "^ho would risk the expense of publishing 
them, he was obliged again to have recourse to pri- 
vate tuition. It was now &at he became acquainted 
with Dr. Leeds, and through him, with Foote, who 
made him pay the penalty of public ridicule, for the 
honour of his notice. 

In 1772, Fransham returned to Norwich, where 
he passed the rest of his days, occupied alternately 
in teaching and writing. He used to calculate that 
lire average pay of his pupils, was threepence an 
hour ; and the average income of his life, eight shil- 
lings a week ; yet with these narrow means, so severe 
was his frugality, that he progressively bettered his 
condition. H« practised, and exacted, a punctilious 
pecuniary probity, and could cot bear that the loan of 
a p^ny should go unpaid. 

A friend of Fransham's, who died in 1796, Mr, 
Thomas Goff, left orders by his will,thathis headsbould 
besef^araled fromhi^ body before his interment; some 
persons whom he knew having recovered in their 
coffins. The uncertainty of the signs of death, pro- 
bably through Mi*. Goff's conversation, had also left 
a strong impi^ession on tWe mind of Fransham. Afraid 
of being buried alive, he repeatedly desired that his 
l3 
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body should be laid before a fire, tbat wine should be 
offered to his lips, and the arms of a woman clasped 
about his neck, before he was given up as irrecover- 
able. When he became conscious of the approach 
of death, he encountered it with fortitude. On the 
1st of February, 1810, he expired, calmly and 
gently ; leavmg, besides his books, and several arti- 
cles of furniture, a hoard of ninety- six guineas to bis 
sister. 

Fransham, says the writer of a memoir of this ec- 
centric individual, was one who thought as he pleased, 
spoke as he thought, did as he liked, and counte- 
nanced in others a similar idiosyncrasy. His con- 
versation was interesting by its singularity, by its 
studiously Socratic character, by its carrying back 
the imagination to the porticoes of the Serapeum, by 
its disdain of transient topics, and by its courageous 
antipathy to prejudice and superstition; yet it de- 
pended latterly, at least, rather on remembered, than 
on immediate, resources, and drew from the cistern 
more than the well. 



CHAPELLE AND BOILEAU. 

The well known French writer, Chapelle, was a 
man of rare character. He was learned, but hated 
pedaiitry in his conversation ; he abounded in 
drollery, was fond of society, and his conipany was 
universally coveted. It was his misfortune, however, 
to be too fond of liquor, and his friends were aiudoos 
to core hun of so pernicious a habit. Boileau, who. 
entertained a sincere affection for him, undertook to 
preach him out of it. One day he met him in the 
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streets of Paris, and immediately began his lecture ; 
he talked so powerfully, that Chapelle listened to 
him with great attention. As liiey walked on, 
Chapelle observed that they were just opposite to a 
tavern. "Come," says he, "let us just step into 
this house, that 1 may hear what you have to say, at 
leisure, and without disturbance ; for upon my word, 
my dear friend, you have moved me greatly." A 
bottle of wine was called for ; then anotlier, and after 
that, anotlier, for Boileau thought it best to press the 
argument while his penitent was warm, and under 
conviction. In short, the converter, and converted, 
took so hearty a dose, that the tavern-keeper thought 
proper to have them both carried home to their beds. 

POLITE APOLOGY. 

In October, 1747, his majesty's ship Dartmouth, 
of fifty guns, commanded by Captain James Hamilton, 
being closely engaged off Cape St. Vincent with the 
Glorioso Spanish man of war, blew up, and all the 
Crew, amounting to three hundred men, perished, ex- 
cept seventeen, who were taken up by the boats of 
the Prince Frederick and Duke privateers, then in 
company. Of these, none was of any rank, except 
Mr. O'Brien, a young gentleman of Ireland, one of 
the lieutenants. He was taken up, floating on the 
carriage of a gun, on which he had been blown out 
of the ship into the water, and speedily recovered his 
senses. He was a gentleman of easy behaviour, and 
great readiness of wit On seeing the captain of the 
Prince Frederick, hb first words to him were these : 
" Sir, you must excuse the unfitness of my dress to 
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coae aboard a stranger skip ; bnt really I left my 
own in such a harry, that I bad not time to stay for 
a change of apparel." 

THE EMPEROR JOSEPH. 
The Emperor Joseph II., when ai Paris, amnsed 
htmself daily, by mixing with the people, and often 
going into the coffee-houses ineogttito* On one of 
these occasions, he met widi a person, with whom h« 
played at chess. The emperor lost the game, and 
wished to play another ; bnt the gentleman desired 
to be excused, saying, he must go to the Opera to 
see the emperor. " What do you expect to see in 
the emperor ?" said Joseph, ** there is nothing worth 
seeing in him ; I can assure you, he is just like any 
other man." " No matter," said the gentleman, " I 
have long bad an irresistible curiosity to see him ; be 
is a very great man, and I will not he disappointed." 
•• Ahd is that really your only "imitite," said the 
emperor, " for going to the Opera ?" « It really 
is," replied the gentleman. " Well, dien," said l9ke 
emperor, "if that is the case, we may as well play 
anotiier game now, for you see him befbte yoo." 

MR. OLDYS. 

Thehisfofiaa Old^ having been for seTeral y«aM) in 
iht Fleet Prison, had coMractM such haMts attd coik- 
WBxions, that when he was at length tsAlarged, he flMd« 
it a firequent practice to spend his erenings there, aMd 
lodge wHh some friends ail night Khockh)^ at the 
gate of the Fleet Prison, one nfght nther Ute, the 
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keeper reprimanded him for giving him such constant 
trouble, adding, that thoogh he had a great regard 
for him, jct if he kept such hours in future, he roust 
be under the necessity of locking him out. 

STOPPING THE MOUTH. 

The phrase of stopping a person*s mouth, who from 
being a professed enemy, is brought oyer to our 
interest, first came into vogue in the reign of James 
the First. It is said to have originated in the fol- 
lowing laughable incident: 

Gondemar, the Spanish minister, had dealt out his 
bribes to the ladies as well as the gentlemen of the 
court, in order to make them speak favourably of the 
match between Prince Charles and the Infanta of 
Spain. The nation, in general, were against the 
marriage. Gondemar applied his masier's treasure, 
to remove the prejudices of the courtiers of each sex. 
He became, through this means, so great a favourite 
with the ladies, that as be passed in his litter to the 
court, they would approach the balconies, or windows, 
to pay him their compliments. 

Lady Jacobs bad a house in Drury Lane, which 
was at that time a fashionable part of the town. 
Gondemar passing one day by the house of Lady 
Jacobs, her ladyship approached the window : Gon- 
demar bowed most profoundly : the lady returned the 
compliment only with a gape. Gondemar ascribed 
this to a sudden fit of yawning ; but yet he thought 
she might have expressed some token of respectful 
salutation. He was resolved to try her the next day, 
and accordingly ordered his coachman to drive by her 
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boDse. Lady Jacobs appeared at the window ; 
Gondemar stopped* and bowed with all the gracious- 
riess imaginable. His ciirililies were returned onlj 
with an extended month ; she even opened her mouth 
wider than she had done on the preceding day. 
Gondemar was now satisfied that this must be some- 
thing more than a fit of yawning ; he sent one of his 
gentlemen to Lady Jacobs, to know tlie reason of her 
conduct, as he had not been accustomed to experience 
snch afifironts from the ladies of England. Lady 
Jacobs said, ** It was very true that Gondemar bad 
' purchased some of their favours at a dear rate, but he 
should consider, that she bad a motUh to be stopped, 
as well as the rest of her coontiy women." 

Gondemar taking the hint, sent her a handsome 
present, which cured her of her gaping disorder ; and 
whenever he afterwards passed by her house, she 
was sure to drop him a most becoming curtsey. 

SIR RICHARD HILL. 

One of the amiable eccentricities of Sir Richard 
Hill, was his great consideration for his servants and 
his horses ; and it is a fact, that after being set down 
at the House of Commons, which he very regularly 
attended, if the weather threatened to be bad, be 
would direct the coachman to return immediately, and 
rather than keep his domestics, and horses, exposed 
to its vicissitudes, be would himself brave its iacle- 
mency, at all hours, in a walk from Westminster to 
bis house in Harley Street* 

Acting on this principle, he supported Mr. Dent's 
bill, in 1802, for preventing bull'baitiog, and begged 
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leave " to speak in behalf of a race of poor friendless 
beings, who certainly could not speak for theraselves." 
After qaotiug several apppsite passages from Uie 
Proverbs of Soldmon, and the writings of Sir Matthew- 
Hale, in opposition to cruelty to brute beasts, he 
jocolarly observed, " that as the gentlemen of Ire- 
laud had been so favourable to their own bulls, he 
was sure they would be no less indulgent to ours." 

LORl!) ROKEBY. 
Lord Rokeby, among many other singularities, 
suffered his beard to grow for many years, during 
which time, it attained a most patriarchal length* 
He was very fond of' sea bathing, and built a hut on 
the beach near Hythe, about three miles from his 
own house, whither he repaired almost every day. 
He was generally accompanied in these excursions 
by a carriage, and a favourite servant ; but .his lord- 
ship always went on foot, with his hat under his 
arm. If it happened to rain, he would make the 
attendants get into the carriage, observing, that as 
they were gaudily dressed, and not inured to wet, 
the rain would spoil their clothes, and give them 
cold. So fond was his lordship of bathing, that he 
lived a considerable portion of his time in water, 
tempered by the rays of the sun. For this purpose, 
he had a bathing house of considerable extent, glased 
in front, to a south-eastern aspect, and thatched at 
the top. It was so large, that he could ran round 
it and dry himself, and the floor was boarded and 
matted. 

Lord Rokeby had a great abhorrence of flres in. 
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his rooms ; and even in winter, generally sat witii his 
windows open. In his diet, he was singular and ab- 
stemious ; his principal food was beef tea, which 
was always ready for him on the sideboard ; he drank 
no wine, and had a great aversion to every thing 
that was exotic, it being his maxim, that this island 
produced sufficient food for the nourishment of 
man. 

In his park, he kept no deer, but had it plenti- 
fully stocked with black cattle, which had full liberty 
to range over the domain umuterruptedly. Though 
no infidel, he never went to church, the path to 
which, from his house, was grown over, and his pew 
left to the same decay as his family coach, which he 
never entered. This circumstance once occasioned 
him some embarrassment. 

The Archbishop of Armagh, who was cousin to 
Lord Rokeby, paid him a visit a short time before 
his death, at his seat in Kent The archbishop gave 
him notice on the Saturday, that he would dine with 
him on the following Saturday. '* I gave orders," 
says his lordship, in relating this anecdote, '*for 
dinner and so forth, for my cousin, the archbishop, 
hut I never thought, till he came, that the next day 
was Sunday. What was I to dp? here was my 
cousin, the archbishop, and he must go to church, 
and there was no way to it ; the chancel door, too, 
had been locked up these thirty years, and my pew 
was certainly not fit for his grace. I sent off imme- 
diately to Hythe, for the carpenters, and the joiners, 
and the drapers ; and into the village for the la- 
bourers, the mowers, and the gravel carters. AU 
went to work : the path was mowed ; the giavel was 
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thrown on and rolled ; a gate made for the church- 
yard ; a new pew set up, well lined and cushioned ; 
and the next day, I walked by the side of my cousin, 
the archbishop, to church, who found every thing 
right and proper." 

With all his eccentricities. Lord Rokeby was a 
good landlord, a kind friend, and an amiable and 
hospitable man. 

BISHOP THOMAS. 

Dr. Thomas, Bishop of Salbbury, made a party 
once with three friends to go and dine at Windsor. 
The doctor was celebrated for his absence of mind, 
and his companions all of nearly as dreaming a turn 
as himself. When they were in the coach, they be- 
gan to dispute about some points of philosophy, with 
which they became so much engrossed, that they were 
just able to observe, that after about two hours driving, 
the horses began to travel at a much slower pace than 
before. M^ Desraaiseauv, who was one of the party, 
put his head out of the door, and cried to the coach- 
man, AUons done I aUam done I The man thought he 
said, A London, a London, and replied, turning his 
horses about, "As yeti please, gentlemen." The debate 
continuing, these four learned absentees never per- 
ceived that they were going back, till they came to 
the turnpike gate that leads into London ; when they 
found that instead of being at Windsor, where their 
dinner waited for them, they were very near the place 
whence they set off. . 

Many other whimsical instances are recorded of 
this absence of mind in the worthy bishop. It is 
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said, that one day, while he was talking, a gnat bit 
bis leg severely ; the doctor stooped, and scratched 
a gentleman's leg that stood next to him, who smiling^ 
at the mistake, never interrupted the doctor, while 
the gnat all the time kept biting on. At another 
time, he forgot the day on which he was to be mar- 
ried, and might have lost his bride, had not his ser* 
Tant pat him in mind of the appointment, by bringing 
him a new coat, and a finely powdered wig, bespoke 
for the occasion. The disposition to forget appoint- 
ments of this sort, appears, by the bye, to be a very 
common failing with gentlemen of this cast of mind. 

MR. JENNINGS. 

Henry Constantino Jennings, whose character, dress, 
manners, and pursuits, were as singular as his fate, 
underwent the ever varying ebbs or flows of fortune, 
with philosophical indifference. At an early period 
of his life, he repaired to Italy, to pay his devotions 
at the shrine of taste ; and after keeping company 
with foreign princes and princesses, he returned to 
associate, witii the nobility of his native countrf. 
A fatal reverse plunged him into difficulties, and he 
plmed some yens in gaol for debt: Recovering 
from his embamistments, he threw another fortune 
away at Newmarket These reverses occurred fre- 
quently, until at length he died in prison for debt. 

His life, and a considerate portion of Ub fortune, 
were devoted to forming a collection of articles of 
vertn, which he commenced at Rome, by purchasing 
a fine marble statue of the dog of Alcibiades, whence 
he was afterwards called " Dog Jennings/' nd by 
some of his friends, '* Alcibiades." 
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When Mr. Jennings had finished his career at the 
turf, by the loss of his fortune, he settled at Chelsea. 
His mansion, which had formerly been the residence 
of. the Earl of Bockinghamshire, was singularly fur- 
nished. In the front parlour, was an immense arctic 
bear, of a white colour, and a winged animal, modi 
injured by time, but which appeared to have been 
an eagle. His garden bore no marks of the spade, 
or the pruning knife ; the shrubs were allowed to 
grow wildly luxuriant, while the whole exhibited 
every mark of neglect or desolation. 

Mr. Jennings was a great advocate for exercise, and 
practised it to a degree scarcely credible, for up* 
wards of half a century. He possessed a long and 
ponderous wooden instrument, capped with lead at 
both ends, in the management of which, he was such 
an adept, that he boasted of having disarmed the 
best small swordsman in Italy. Every night, before 
bed tim^, he exercised himself with this ponderous 
weapon, until he acquired a comfortable warmth, 
which enabled him to retire to rest with a general 
glow. " In the morning," says he, ** I flourish 
my broadsword exactly three hundred times ; I then 
mount my chaise horse, composed of leather; and in- 
flated with wind like a pair of bellows, on which I 
take exactly a thousand gallops.*' His breakfast 
was served at a late hour, and on a dirty table cloth; 
his tea service, which was of beautiful porcelain, he 
always washed and wiped himself. His bread and 
butter were regularly brought t^ on wooden platters ; 
and instead of a silver trowel, he used a clasp knife, 
a large and vulgar instrument he used to carry in his 
pocket, and which consisted of a piece of pointed 
M i 
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iron, that folded into a horn handle, and seemed to 
have descended to liim, as an heir loom, from the 
time of William Rufas. 

His dinner was generally veiy economical ; and in 
the afternoon, be used to drink a few cups of hyson, 
out of a very small China cup. 

Mr. Jennings was very suspicious, and would not 
trust his servants to clean out his rooms. It was this 
that made his drawing-room a den, which abounded 
in dirt, which rendered it impossible to sit down 
without spoiling your clothes. His chairs, pictures, 
and even the very cabinets that contained hu pre- 
cious gems, jewels, and shells, were all covered and 
besmeared with smoke and dust. The ashes were 
never emptied from his grate, until it became so full, 
that the operation was one of absolute necessity. 

He was very particular in regard to his candles ; 
the very idea of tallow, disgusted him, and lie 
burnt nothing but wax candles. The clothes of Mr. 
Jennings were very antiquated, and his coat was set 
with silver buttons, nearly as large as a dollar. His 
stockings were of yarn ; while his shoes, or rather 
half boots, exhibited the original colour which they 
had at first assumed in the tan-pit. Through the long 
period of thirty-eight years, they had been kept 
sacred from the pollution of the blacking brush. 

Among all the articles of value and curiosity that 
he possessed, Mr. Jennings prized a statue of Venus 
above all others ; and for the first six months after 
obtaining possession of her, she was constantly seated 
during dinner at the head of his table, with two foot- 
men in laced liveries behind, while the most costly 
viands were placed in succession before her, by way 
of oblation. 
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Dealb» which puts an end to all singularities, is 
not alwajs unaccompanied hj them. Mr. Jeonings 
abhorred the idea of his corpse being consigned to 
the cold earthy and resolved to have recourse to the 
ancient rite of cremation. This intention was so 
well known, that his neighbours supposed he had an 
aven within his bouse for the express purpose of re- 
ducing his body to ashes. Having fixed on a gentle- 
man in the vicbity, on whom he thought he could de- 
pend, for seeing this last act of friendship fiifMidly 
executed, he unfolded to hhn his intention, and de- 
manded if he had courage enough, despising all 
vulgar prejudices, to stand by and see his body con- 
sumed by fire ? " Yes," replied hb neighbour, *' I 
will bum your corpse on the centre arch of Battersea 
Bridge, if you so desire; and that too in spite and in 
sight of all the proprietors." " How is that possible ?" 
enquired Mr. Jennings. •* Npthing more easy," re- 
joined the other ; " it is only placing your corpse in 
a car, dressed in a pitched shirt, and sanounded by 
combustibles. I myself shall apply the match soon 
after the body leaves the place of your present abode ; 
and when you arrive midway between the two toll 
houses, I intend to pull out the lincfa pins. You can 
then consume at leisure, and without danger, not- 
withstanding it is a wooden bridge." 

Tliis whimsical proposition was instantly agreed to, 
in the presence of a tliird gentleman, and Mr. Jen- 
nings's favourite Venus was to be the reward. A cool- 
ness between the parties afterwards ensued, and Mr. 
Jennings then broke off the agreement, indeed it 
would have been dtflcult for him to have fulfilled hit 
M 5 
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part of it, as the Venus was taken in execution, and 
sold, and its owner died in the King's Bench Prison. 

COUNT DE BRANCAS. 

The Count de Brancas was walking m the street, 
and the Duke de la Rochefoucault crossed the way 
to speak to him. " God bless thee, poor man !" ex- 
claimed the count Rochefoucault smiled, and was 
beguinuig to address him. " Is it not enough," cried 
the count, interrupting him, and somewhat in a pas- 
sion; "is it not enough that I have said, at first, 
I have nothing for you ? Sach lafj beggars as you 
hinder a gentleman from walking in the streets." 
Rochefoucault burst into a loud laugh, and awaken- 
ing the absent man from his lethargy, he was not a 
little surprised, himself, that he should have taken his 
friend for an importunate mendicant. 

CARDAN. 

Few men have been more remarkable for a strange 
inequality of behaviour, than the matliema,ticiany 
Cardan. His life was a series of odd adventures, 
which he has committed to writing with a simplicity, 
or rather a freedom, that is seldom to be met witii 
among the learned ; for, in truth, it seems as if he 
had written the history of his life for no other pur- 
pose, but to give the public an amazing instance, that 
a person may be endued with a great genius, yet be 
a fool at the same time. He makes an ingenious 
confession of his good and bad qualities. He seems 
to have sacrificed every otlier consideration to a de- 
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sire of being sincere, and thb sincerity being often 
misplaced, has greatly tarnished his reputation. He 
paid liiniself congratulatory compliments for not 
haying a friend in this world ; but boasted, that in 
requital, he was attended by an aerial spirit, partly 
emanated from Saturn, and partly from Mercury, that 
was the constant guide of his actions, and teacher of 
every duty to which he was bound. He declared, 
too, that be was so irregular in his manner of walking 
the streets, as to induce all beholders to point at him 
as a fool. Sometimes he walked very slowly, like a 
man absorbed in a profound meditatbn ; then all on 
a sudden quickened his steps, accompanying them 
with very absurd attitudes. In Bologna, his delight 
was to be drawn about in a very mean Tehicle, with 
three wheels. The liveliest picture that can be given 
of this very singular philosopher, is couched in the 
following verses of Horace, which, indeed. Cardan 
confessed agreed perfectly well with his character. 

" Nil sequale homini fuit illi," &c 

" Where find a semblance for inconstancy ? 
Now quick of speed, as if from foes he fled ; 
Now slow he moves, and with a solemn air. 
As if great Juno's altar he'd approach ; 
Now with attendants crowded, now alone." 

When nature did not visit him with any bodily 
pain, he would procure to himself that disagreeable 
sensation^ by biting his lips so wantonly, or pulling 
Ms fingers to such a vehement degree, as sometimes 
to force the tears from his eyes ; and the reason he 
assigned for so doing, was, that he wished to mode- 
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rate cerUm inipetnoiu sallies of the mind, whose 
violence was bj far more insupportable to him than 
pain itself ; and that the sure conseqnence of such a 
severe praotiee, was bis better eigoying the pkasore 
of health. 

Cardan makes no scruple of owmug that be was 
rerengefbl, envious, treacberoot, a dealer in tiie 
black art, a backlnter, a ctlnmiator, and unre- 
servedly addicted to all ^ foul and detestaUe 
excesses that can be imagined ; yet aotwiAftasdiag 
(as one should thiidc) so bumbUDg a dedaratioB, 
there was never, periiaps, a vainer mortal, or a mMi 
that with less ceremony expressed die high opinion 
he had of himself. *'l have been adnnred/' 
says be, "by many nations; an abnost infinite 
number of panegyrics, in prose and verse, bare 
been composed to celebrate n^ fame. I was 
bom to release the world from the manifold erron 
under which it groaned," &c. 

The same capriciousness which distinguished 
Cardan's moral conduct, is observable in the com- 
position of hia wodi& Hie reader is stopped erery 
moment by digressions from the subject in point. 
In a work on arithmetic, he bas disconrBes e» the 
motion of the jdanets, on the crealioB, end on the 
tower of Babel. In a book or the dialectic art, of 
which he used to boast that it contained " neither a 
superfluous letter, nor one deficient," he has sondrj 
ingenious disquisitions on the writbig of history and 
epistles. The apology he makes for the frequency 
of his digressions, is, that they were purposely in- 
troduced, in order that he might the sooner fill up 
the sheet, his bargain with the bookseller bemg at 
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SO much per sheet. He worked, as he would say, 
as much for his daily support, as for the acquisition 
of glory. 

It was Cardan who revived, in later times, all the 
secret philosophy of the Cabela and Gabalists, which 
filled the world with spirits, a likeness to whom, as he 
asserted, we might attain by purifying ourselves with 
philosophy. Notwithstanding all his extravagances, 
however, he chose for himself a noble motto, Tempus 
mea posse$8w, tempus mens ager, ** Time is my only 
possession, the only fund I have to improve." 

CLOUGH AND SHUTER. 

Mr. Clough, the actor, had a vcfry peculiar idea 
of amusement. The most diverting thing in the 
world, to him, was a public execution ; and he would 
sooner fail in being at the playhouse on the night 
he was to act, than omit attending the unfortunate 
culprits to Tyburn, and be a spectator of the hor- 
rors of death, in their last moments. He was one 
night at a coffee-house, when hearing the clock 
strike eleven, he abruptly rose and paid his reckoning: 
an acquaintance of his, sitting by him, asked, 
" What is the matter, Clough, your hour is not come 
yet, you never stir till one i" ** Aye," replied 
Clobgh, " but do not you know there is business to 
be done to-morrow, and Ned Shuter and 1 am to 
attend V* Ned, who had been up all night in a 
joyous party, was only in his ^rst sleep when 
Clough called upon him, and could not be prevailed 
upon to rise ; Clough set off for the scene of pleasure 
by himself, vociferating loudly, ** "Was there ever 
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sach a fellow? He bas no more taste dian a 
Hottentot !" 

" SOLYMAN THE MAGNIHCENT.'* 

Charles Jennens, Esq., of Gopsal, in Leicester- 
shire, was ambitious of literary fame, bat had too 
nnich vanity to acquire it Associating with meu 
every way inferior to himself, he lost all oppor- 
tunities of improvement, but gained what he pre- 
ferred to the highest gratification of wisdom— ex- 
treme flattery. In his youth be was so remarkable 
for the number of his servants, the splendour of his 
equipages, and the profusion of his table, that from 
his excess of pomp, he acquired the title of "Solyman 
the Magnificent*' Indeed, so enamoured was he of 
the ostentatious displs^ of his state, that if lie only 
had occasion to go from his house in Great Orroond 
Street, Bloomsbuiy, to Mr. Bowyer*s, the printer, in 
Red Lion Passage, Fleet Street, he always travelled 
with four horses to his carriage, and sometimes as 
many servants behind it In his passage, up the 
paved court, a footman usually preceded him, to" 
kick oyster-shells and other impediments out of the 
way. 

But though proud, and in some degree over- 
bearing, Mr. Jennens was as benevolent as he' was 
rich, and indigent merit always found in him a 
patron and a friend. 
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COMPLAINING TO THE KING. 

In the time of Frederick the Great, a student of 
divinity went from Thuringia, his native country, to 
Berlin, to gain a subsistence by teaching young 
people. He had quitted his country, rather than 
accept a curacy, on the condition of marrying ^ 
woman whom he did not like. His whole fortune 
amounted to about four hundred crowns, which he 
carried with him in pieces of money of his own 
country, called hatzes>, When his baggage was 
examined at the Custom House at Berlin, they took 
from him his batses as contraband, because they had 
be^i some years before prohibited by the king. He 
excused himself by saying that he was ignorant of 
the law : but they paid no attention to what he 
said, and kept the money. 

After many fruitless attempts, he was advised to 
address' himself to the kbg ; and the following is 
the student's own relation of this matter : 

" I drew up a memorial, made a fair copy of it, 
and set out for Potsdam, recommending myself to 
God, and without haviog a farthing in my pocket. 
It was there I had, for the first time, the happiness 
of seeing this great monarch. He was on the 
parade before tb« palace, employed in eveicising 
his soktieis. ~ When tiie exercise was over, he west 
into Ae garden, and the soldieiv retired to theit 
quarters^ Jour ofleers remained on the parsde, 
where tii^ ^|^ed up and down. 

" I was 80 troubled, that I knew not how to act. 
At last, I took my papen ottt of my pocket, which 
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were my memorinis, two attestatioos, and a pass- 
port from Thuringia. The officers perceiving these 
papers, and my uneasiness, came to me, and asked 
me what letters I had there. I communicated the 
contents of them with a great deal of pleasure, 
to these gentlemen ; and, after they had read them, 
they told me they would give me the best advice. 
" Tbe king is to>day (said they) in a very good 
humour ; follow him into the garden, and you will 
not repent of taking our advice." 

" 1 could not consent to it ; but one took me by 
the arm, and the other by the shoulder, and forced 
me along, saying, " Come ! come into the garden !" 
As soon as we had entered, they sought for the 
king. He was talking to the gardeners, and stooping, 
with his back towards us, to look at some plants. 
The officers then ordered me to stop, and made me 
perform the following exercise : 

*' * Put your hat under your left arm. 

Advance your right foot. 

Thrust out your chest. 

Hold up your head. 

Take your papers out of your pocket. 

Raise them with the right hand. 

Continue in that attitude.' 

" They then left me, turning about frequentlj to 
see if I kept my position. I clearly perceived, that 
they meant to make themselves merry at my ex- 
pense ; bat I was so much frightened, that I re- 
mained immoveable as a . statue. The officers had 
proceeded but a little way in the garden, when the 
king turned round, and perceived my immoYeable 
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figure. He cast a look at me, which seemed like 
the rays of the sun. He sent a gardener to take my 
papers, and when he received them, he struck into 
another walk, and I lost sight of him. 

" A few moments after, he again appeared with 
the papers open in his left hand, and he made a 
sign for me to approach him. I took courage, and 
advanced towards him. Oh ! with what kindness 
did he. speak to me ! 

«< * My dear Thuringian (said he to me)^ you are 
come to Berlin to seek a livelihood by teaching 
young people, and the Custom House officers have 
taken from you all your Thuringian money. It is 
true, that the batzei are forbidden in my dominions ; 
biit the Custom House officers should have said to 
you, 'You are a stranger, and ignorant of the 
prohibition. We are going to seal up your little 
bag; take it back, and get other money for it in 
Thnringia ;' but it was ill done in them to take it. 
Make yourself easy, you shall have your money 
returned, with interest. Yet, my friend, it is bad to 
be out of bread in Berlin, for the Berliners give 
nothing. Before you have made proper acquaint- 
ances, your money will be all gone.' 

" I was so troubled, that it was some moments 
before my words could find utterance* The king 
walked on a few steps, and then made a sign for 
me to follow him. I approached, and having re- 
covered myself a little, I was able to answer him 
such questions as he put to me. He then asked me 
where I was educated, what had been the nature of 
my studies, and who were my masters. I gave him 
such answers as seemed perfectly to satisfy him* 

N 
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** We continued to converse in the most familiar 
manner till the clock strack one, when the king said, 
* I roust go ; they wait for me at dinner.' In 
going out of the garden, 1 saw nothing more of the 
four officers, nor were they on the parade ; but had 
joined the king. I remained on the parade. It 
was twenty-seven hours since I had eaten any tiling, 
and I had not even a half-penny to buy me a piece 
of bread, after having walked eight leagues on foot, 
over sands, in very hot weather. 

" I was in this sorrowful situation, when a hussar 
came upon tlie parade, and asked roe if I were not 
the person who had that morning spoken to the king 
in the garden ? I informed him I was ; when he con- 
ducted me into a large room, in which were pages, 
footmen, and hussars. My conductor then led me 
to a table well served, and a cover for me. He 
presented me with a chair, and said, ' The king has 
ordered yoa this dinner, and has bidden me to telJ 
you to eat heartily, without taking notice of any 
one. I have also orders to attend you.'' 

" I knew not what to think of all this ; t was 
unwilling tliat the king's hussar should wait on me, 
and I entreated him to sit down by me ; but finding 
that I could not persuade him, I took my resolution, 
and began my meal with a good appetite. After 
the desMrt, the hussarr took what remained on the 
plates, wrapped them up in paper, and made me put 
tb«m into my pbcket. 

*' When my little cover was removed, I saw a se- 
cretary enter, who rcitumed me my papers, with a 
letter addressed to the Custom House, and who 
counted me down on the table, five ducats and a 
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loois d'or, which the king gave me to take me back 
to Berlin. The secretary thea conducted me to the 
door of the castle, where I saw a chariot and six 
horses. He made roe get into it, and then said to 
the drivers, * The king orders you to conduct this 
young man to Berlin, and to take nothing of him, if 
he should offer you money to drink.' I thanked the 
secretary, and off I went. 

" When we were arrived at Berlin, my first and 
most pressing business was to carry my letter to the 
Custom House oflacers, who had treated me so un- 
civilly. The principal opened it, reddened, then 
grew pale, and sa^d not a word, but gave it to 
another, who put on his spectacles, read the letter, 
and gave it to a third, without pronouncing a single 
word. At length, the third person told me to ap- 
proach, and write a receipt, purporting that I had 
received the money without any deduction, amounting 
to four hundred crowns of Bradenburgh specie, for 
my baizes of Thuringia. The sum was counted out 
to me, and a servant was then called, who was or- 
dered to follow me to the sign of the Swan, the inn 
at which I had lodged, and there pay whatever 
I owed. They gave him twenty-four crowns for 
that purpose, ordering him to return for more, should 
he not find that sufficient. Thus it was tliat the king 
returned me, as he had graciously promised, my 
money, with interest" 

THE AMATEUR MOURNER. 
Mr. L. was a gentleman of an independent for- 
tune, which he exhausted in the course of a few 
N 2 
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jears, in gratifying one of the oddest whims that 
could enter the mind of a rational being. His sole 
enjojmi»nt was tlie attending of funerals. When 
lie Heard of the death of any great man, through the 
channel of the papers, he immediately made the cir- 
cuit of the whole town, to know who had the job, 
and then prepared to accompany it. He has often 
beeii to York, and the confines of Scotland, to be 
present at the interment of a nobleman or gentle- 
roan ; and in this respect he was no way biassed by 
party, or religion ; it was the same to him if he was 
Whig or Tory, out or in ; whether a Roman Catholic, 
or a Protestant ; a Jew, or a Presbyterian : they 
equally commanded his respect and attention, pro- 
vided the funeral was magnificent. His highest am- 
bition was to obtain one of the little escutcheons, 
which he considered as so many trophies of his glory j 
and being known to roost of the undertakers, and 
their constant companion in their peregrinations, they 
seldom or ever refused him this request. Being en- 
tirely inattentive to his own afi^airs, he found him- 
self in a state of distress, when he did not expect it ; 
yet, though reduced to almost the want of ths common 
necessaries of life, his passion for 'death-hunting still 
prevailed ; and when he could not ride, he walked 
on foot. But whenever the journey was of any 
length, he bribed the hearse-driver to' let him be an 
inside passenger with the corpse. In this doleful 
state he traversed England more than once : but un- 
fortunately fell a martyr, at length, to his strange 
whim. Being an inside passenger, on one of these 
solemn occasions, in very hot weather, and there 
being no air hole, as there usually is, in the hearse. 
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"wben ihey took out the corpse, ihtj found poor 
Mr. L. dead from suffocation. 



DR. O'LEARY. 

Dr. O'Leary, though with great talenti for a con- 
trckvcrsialist, always sednlouslj avoided the angry 
theme of religious disputation. Once, however, not- 
withstanding hb declared aversion to polemics, he 
vna led into a controversy. While he was at Cork, 
he received a letter through the Post Office, the 
writer of which, in terms expressive of the utmost 
anxiety, stated that he was a clergyman of the 
establbhed church, on whose mind impressions Is* 
voorable to the Catholic creed had been made by 
some of O'Leary's sermons. The writer then pro- 
fessing his enaaity to angry controvcisy, wished to 
seek further information en some articles of the 
Catholic creed. His name be« forbore to reveal. 
O'Leary, anxious to propogate the doctrine of his 
ehurdi, seplied in a manner perfectly satb£sctory to 
his anonymous correspondent. Other doubts were 
expressed, and dissipated, until the cotrespondence 
bad extended to eight or ten long letters. 

O'Leary, in joy at his suf^iosed trhimpb, whispered 
t|ie important secret to a few ecclesiastical confidents | 
among whom was his bosom friend, the Rev. Law- 
rence Callanan, a Franciscan friar, <^ Cork. Their 
congratulations, and approbation, were not wanting, 
to urge forward the champion of orthodoxy. His 
arguments bore all before them ; even the obstacles 
arising from family and legal notions, were disre* 
gsrded by the enthusiastic convert, and he besoogbt 
K 3 
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O'Leary to name a time, and place, at which he might 
lift the mysterious vizor by which he had hithf^ 
been concealed ; and above all» have an opportunity 
of expressing his gratitude to his friend and teacher. 

The appointed h6ur arrived. O'Leary arranged * 
his orthodox wig, put on his Sunday suit of sable, and 
sallied forth with all the collected gravity of a man 
folly conscious of the novelty and responsibility of ' 
the affair in which he was engaged. He arrived at the 
appointed place of meeting some minutes after the 
iixed time, and was told that a respectable clergyman 
awaited his arrival in an adjoining parlour. O'Leary 
enters the room, where he finds; sitting at the table, 
with the whole correspondence before him, hb 
brother friar, Lawrence Callanan, who, either from an 
eccentric freak, or from a wish to call O'Leary's con» 
troversial powers into action, had thus drawn him 
into a- lengthened correspondence. The joke, in 
O^Lecry^flt opinion«,however, was carried too far, and 
it required the sacrifice of the correspondence, and the 
interference of mutual friends, to effect a recon^ 
ciliation. > > * 

Dr. 0*Leary once conceived a great desire to see 
the notorious miser, Daniel Dancer, who lived, and 
died, in the utmost wretchedness, at Harrow Weald 
Cornmon, in 1794, though leaving property to the 
amount of ^SOOO a year. The retired habits, and 
low cautious avarice, of Dancer, rendered an Intro- 
duction to him difficult ; and an intimacy of any con- 
tinuance, a matter almost out of the range of possi- 
bility, llie obstacles to both, were oveicome by 
O'l^ry, who, during a visit to the neighbourhood of 
Dancer's house, found means to gain admittance into 
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the rained dwelling where the miser passed bis life. 
Some strange communication^ wliich he contrived to 
have conveyed to the object of his search, procured bim 
admittance into a filthy apartment, where the haggard 
lord of useless thousands, anxiously awaited his arrival . 
O'Leaiy introduced himself as a relation of the 
Dancer family, and in a most amusing manner, de« 
tailed the origin of tlie name and the exploits of the 
early fonnders of the family. From David, who 
dittued before the Israelites, he traced the progress of 
their descent, to the collateral branches, the Welsh 
Jumpirs, then contemporaries of dancing notoriety. 
His wit triumphed ; for a moment the sallow brow of 
avarice became illumined by the indications of a 
delighted mind, and Dancer had courage oiough to 
invite his visitor to partake of a glass of wine, which 
he said he would procure for his refreshment. A 
cordial shake of the hand, was the return made for 
O'Leary's polite refusal of so expensive a compli- 
ment, and he quitted the house, followed by its 
stctoge tenant ; who, to the amusement of O'Leary, 
and the astonishment of the only other person who 
witnessed the scene, solicited the favour of another 
visit. 

A PRODIGY. 

When the Duke of Sully, in 1603, set out on an 
embassy for the court of England, he was attended 
by a numerous retinue of the principal men in 
France ; among the rest, M. Servin presented his 
young son to him, at the same time earnestly beg* 
ging the duke, that he would use his best endea- 
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voun to »ak« bin am JioMst mtm* This ie(|aest 
gave Sii% a great curiodty to search into Us cha- 
racter ; aiKi^he gives the f<^wiiig atfikii^ accoimt 
of htm. 

" His genius/' saj^s be, " was so lively, that 
Bottling coaid escape his penetration; his appre- 
hension was so quick, that he undentood every 
tfahig in an instant ; and his memory so prodigious, 
tiiat he never forgot any thing. He was master <^ 
all the branches of philosophy, the mathematics, 
particularly fortification and designing: nay, be 
was so thoFOQ^ily acquainted with divinity, that be 
was aa excellent preachei when h» pleased, aad 
could manage the controversy tot or against the Pro- 
testant leligiott with the greatest ability. He not 
only understood the Greek, Hebrew, and odier 
lesrued languages, but aU &e jargons of the no<* 
derns. He entered 90 exactly mto their prpnon- 
elation and accent, to which he joined such a perfect 
imitation of tbeir air and manner, that not only the 
people of the different nations in Europe, b«t the 
several provinces of France, would have taken hka 
for a native of &e country. He applied his talent 
to imitate all sorts of persons, which he performed 
with wonderful dexterity; and was accounted the 
best comedian in the world. He was a good poet, 
an excellent musician, and sung with equal art and 
sweetness. He said mass, for he would do every 
thing, as well as know every thing. His body was 
perfectly proportioned to his mind. He was well 
made, vigorous, and agile ; formed for all sorta of 
exercises. He rode a horse well, and was admiiM 
for dancing, leaping, and wrestitng. He was ae- 
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quamted with all kinds of sports and diversions^ and 
could practice in most of the mathematical arts. 
Reverse tlie medal," says Sally ; " he was a liar, 
false, treacherous, croel, and cowardly -, a sharper, 
drankard, • and glutton. He was a gamester, an 
abandoned debauchee, a blasphemer, and atheist ; in 
a word, he was possessed of every vice, contrary to 
nature, to honour, to religion, and society : he per- 
sbted in bis vices to the last, and fell a sacrifice to 
his debaucheries, in the flower of his age." 

GETTING A PLACE. 

When Sir Bobert Walpole was premier, a Mr 
Moor, who represented Bishop's Castle in Padia- 
inent, was, like most candidates, very liberal of his 
promises to voters on the approach of an election, 
and very unmindful of them afterwards. Among 
the rest, he engaged to provide for a low mechanic 
who had a vote. The man was not long in remind- 
ing him of his promise, that be would speak 
to Sir Robert Walpole for a place for him. The 
member said, he had applied to Sir Robert, but that 
he could not procure him one. The man insisted 
that Mr. Moor promised him a place. Mr. Moor, 
somewhat irritated, said, " What would you have 
me do ? I have asked Sir Robert, and have been un- 
successful ; would you go to Sir Robert yourself ?" 
" If you please, sir," said the countryman, and 
away lie trudged to London. 

When he reached town, and stated his errand, 
some person advised him to go to some public house 
near the premier's residence, and to treat his ser- 
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▼ABts, who woqI4 loon put him in a way of gettmg 
what bo wasted. Following this advice* be went to 
t|ie Axe and Gate poblic-honse, at the corner of 
PowniagStfeet The servants of Sir Robert, willing to 
luimoar what they considered a good johe» taid the 
coiintr3raUMi, that be wqiokd be sore of having a place 
if he wQold speak to Sir Robert himself, which he 
might easily do by stationing himself close to the 
chariot door as the minister was slipping into it. 

The next day the coantryman took Us post as he 
had been advised^ and wuted until Sir Robert should 
go out. He then placed himself between the chariot 
and the premier, whom he thus addressed : " Sir, 
did not you promise Mr. Moor to give me a place V* 
*' Aye," says 8ii Robert, ^ are you Mr. Moor's 
friend V ** Yes» an't please yoor honour.*' " Well, 
call on me another day." ** Yes, an*t please your 
honour, I'll call on ye every day till I have it." The 
man was as good as his word ; and every morn- 
ing as the chariot drore up, he fixed himself at the 
door, bowing, or rather knocking, his head against 
Sir Robert's breast, until, at the end of a fortnight, the 
minister, wearied with his singular and blunt impor- 
tunity, gave him a tide-waiter's place at the Custom 
House. 



ARCHBISHOP AT A BALL. 

M. de la Motte d'Orleans, was a prelate of the 
most distinguished merit, and the most exemplary 
Ble. Vice itself did homage to his virtues. To a 
piety truly angelic, and austere manners, this good 
prelate ioined a gaiety of mind and amenity of 
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character, vbich won him all hearts. One day his 
purse, which was truly Ihat oi the poor, being ex- 
hausted, he learned that the Intendant ot Amieni 
was to gire a superb ball to the ladies of the city ; 
his industrious charity availed itself of that circam* 
stance to replenish it. Instead of retiriog to rest at 
ten o'clock in t}ie evening, he orders the horses to 
his carriage, gets into it, and bids his servants drive 
him to the hotel of the Intendant. The ball was 
commenced when the bishop arrived ; at his sight t1i6 
women, all superbly dressed, fied on all sides, to 
different parts of the hotel. To stop this disarrange^ 
ment, the Intendant intreated the bishop to step into 
another apartment, to settle the matters which 
brought him there. " I have no business to treat on," 
said the good roan. ** I am eighty years of age, and 
have never seen a ball; I am come, therefore, to 
jours ; so I beg you will reassemble the ladies." 
The dispersed and astonished troop are collected 
with trouble. At last they surround the bishop ; his 
gaiety encourages them; he is invited to dance. "You 
dance, ladies,'' sayshe, ** and 1 rejoice at it ; butin the 
mean while, my poor are without bread, and drowned 
hi tears. It is for those who divert themselves, to dry 
up their griefs ; behold their purse," says the worthy 
bishop, ** you see it is empty." " We will fill it, my 
lord," reply the ladies, " but on condition that you 
dance." "Willingly," cries the prelate. The collection 
goes round, and the subscriptions were considerable : 
ti^e bishop is summoned to the dance. " It is Uue," 
says he, " that I have promised, but I forgot to telf 
yod, that there are two days in the week that I cas* 
not dance ; let me see what day tl^is is." " Tuesday, 
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my lord.*' " Indeed, I am veiy sorry, but tliat is pre- 
cisely one of my excepted days ; I roust, therefore, 
put off my engagement ; but pursue yours, and I wish 
you good night." 

A REASON FOR SINGULARITY. 

Alcibiades being blamed by all bis friends for 
cutting the tail of his dog, which was admired by 
every one for its beauty, told them, he did so, that 
the Athenians might amuse themselves by blaming 
him for that, and that by tliis means he might 
escape a worse censure. 

BARON NOLKIN. 

Of all the absent men (says Count Tessein, in IiIh 
memoirs) that I ever knew in Sweden^ the most re- 
markable was the late chancellor. Baron Nulkin. 
Two instances deserve to be related. Once, when 
he had to read to His Royal Highness Prince AdoU 
phus Frederick (afterwards king), a report of the privy 
council, he very gravely took out of his pocket the 
lease of his house, which he had nearly read to the 
end, till the remarks of the prince, at last, made him 
sensible of his mistake. Another time, he came 
into his Royal Highnesses anti-chamber, where I was 
With several officers, and asked for Count Teseein. I 
answered him myself ; but he went out in a very 
great hurry, and came back and said, the officer hi 
waiting affirms that he is in the room. I answered. 
" Your lordship will believe roe, I hope, for I have 
myself seen the count go out of the room." Nolkia 
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out a second time, and came back again .with a new 
assurance of the officer in waiting ; on which, a general^ 
laugh ensued, which waked him out of his dream. 

SERGEANT IHIX. 

Sergeant Hill, who was much celebrated as a 
lawjer, and eminently qualified to find out a case 
in point on any disputed question, was somewhat r&> 
markable for absence of mind, the result of that 
earnestness with which he devoted himself to hit 
professional duties. 

On the very day when he was manied, he had an 
intricate case in his mind, and forgot his engagement, 
until reminded of his waiting bride, and that the 
legal time of performing the ceremony had nearly 
elapsed. He then quitted law for love ; but at the 
usual hour in the evening, the sergeant returned to his 
books and his papers, having forgotten the cause he 
had been engaged in during the morning, until re- 
minded by his clerk that a fair client awaited a con- 
sultadon. 

Being once on circuit, and having occasion to 
refer to a law authority, he had recourse, as usual, to 
his bag; but, to the astonishment of the court, instead 
of a volume of Viner's abridgment, he took out a 
specimen candlestick, the property of a Birmingham 
traveller, whose bag the learned sergeant bad brought 
into court by mistake. 

During the long vacation, the sergeant usually re- 
tired to his country seat at B^well in Northamptoi^- 
shire. It happened, during one autumn, that some 
of the neighbouriag sportsmen, among whom was the 
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present Earl Spencer, being in pursuit of a fox, Rej- 
nard, who was bard pressed, took refuge in the court 
yard of this venerable sage. At this moment the 
sergeant was reading a ca^ in point, which decided 
that in a trespass of tbb kind, the owners of the 
ground had a right to inflict the punishment of death. 
' Mr. Hill accordingly gave orders for punishing the 
fox, as an original trespasser ; which was done in- 
stantly. 

The hunters now arrived with the hounds in full 
cry, and the foremost horseman, who anticipated the 
glory of possessing the brush, was the first to behold 
his victim stretched lifeless on the ground, pinioned 
to the earth by plebeian pitchforks. The hunters 
were very anxious to discover the daring culprit who 
had presumed to deprive the field and the pack of 
their prey ; when the venerable sergeant made his ap- 
pearance, with his book in his hand, and oifered to 
convince them that execution had taken place ac- 
cording to legal authority. The sportsmen got out- 
rageous, but the learned sergeant was not intimidated ; 
he knew (lie force of his authorities, and gravely in- 
vited the attention of his auditory to a case from one 
of the old reporters, that would have puzzled a whole 
bar of modem practitioners to controvert. The efifect 
was ludicrous ; the extraordinary appearance of the 
worthy sergeant, not in his bargown, but in what 
these adventurous mortals called a mere bedgown * 
the quaintness of his manner, the singularity of the 
occurrence, and the novelty of the incident, threw 
them completely out. 
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CALF STEALING. 

A few years ago, a botcher who had purchased a 
calf not far from Lewes, in Sussex, sat with it on a 
horse at a public-house door ; a shoemaker, remark- 
able for his drollery, knowing that the butcher had to 
pass through a wood, offered to the landlord to cany off 
the calf, provided he would treat him with sixpenny- 
worth of grog. The landlord agreed ; and the shoe- 
maker setting off, dropped one new shoe in the path 
nearthe middleof the wood, and another near aquarter 
of a mile from it. The batcher saw the first shoe, but 
did not think it worth getting down for ; however, 
when he discovered the second* be thought the pair 
would be an acqubition, and accordingly dismounted, 
tied his horse to the hedge, and walked back to 
where he had seen the first shoe. The shoemaker, in 
the mean time, unstrapped the calf, and carried it 
across the fields to the landlord, who put it in his 
bam. The butcher miHsing his calf, went back to 
the inn, and told his misfortune ; at the «ame time 
observing, that he mast have another calf, cost what 
it would, as the veal was bespoke. The landlord 
told him he had a calf in the barn, which he woold 
sell him; the batcher looked at it, and asked the 
price. The landlord replied, " Give me the same 
as you did for the calf you lost -, as thb, I think, it 
foil as large." The butcher woild by no means allow 
the calf to be so good, but agreed to give him within 
six shillings of what the other cost, and accordbgly 
put the calf a second time on his horse. Crispin, 
elated with his saccess, undertook to steal the calf 
o « 
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Again for another sixpennyworth ; which being agreed 
on, he posted to the wood, and there hid himself. When 
the batcher came along, he bellowed so like a calf, 
that the batcher, conceiving it to be the one he had 
lost, cried ont in joy, " Aht ar§ you there! Have I 
found you at last V* and immediately dismounting, 
ran into the wood. Crispin taking advantage of 
the batcher's absence, unstrapped the calf, and ac- 
tually got back with it to the publican, before the 
batcher arrived to tell the mournful tale, who at- 
tributed the whole to witchcraft. The publican 
unravelled the mystery ; and the butcher, after paying 
for, and partaking of, a crown Vworth of punch, 
laughed heartily at the joke. 

DUKE OF MONTAGUE. 

The last Duke of Montague, whose eccentricities 
were generally amiable, once invited to a dinner 
the famous bm vivant Dartneuf, whose fame for 
loving pie. Pope has rendered immortal. The diimer 
hour was fixed at four o'clock ; the epicure was punc- 
tual, but his grace wishing to tantalize him, said " he 
had mistaken the time, for the cloth was removed." 
Dartneuf could obtain nothing but a beef steak for 
his dinner, which unfortunately was none of the best 
There seemed no alternative, and the mortified 
Dartneuf had reconciled himself to his fate, when 
the duke reminding him how necessary it was for a 
person to accommodate himself to circumstances, and 
particularly with regard to the appetite, ushered him 
and the rest of the company into another room, 
where a splendid dinner was provided. 
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A FRANK CANDIDATE. 

A few yean ago, a candidate for the shrievalty in 
one of the proTinces in the United States of America, 
solicited the suffrages of the electors, by the following 
honest but singular address. 

" Gentlemen, I offer myself a candidate for 
sheriff; I have been a revolutionary officer; fought 
many bloody battles ; suffered hunger, toil, heat ; 
got honourable scars, but little pay. I will tell you 
plainly how I shall discharge my duty, should I be 
so happy as to obtain a majority of your suffrages. 
If writs are put into my liands agamst any of you, I 
will take you if I can, and, unless you can get bail> 
I will deliver you over to the keeper of tibe gaol. 
Secondly, if judgments are found against you, and 
executions directed to me, I will sell your property 
as the law directs, without favour or affection ; and 
if there be any surplus money, I will punctually 
remit it Thirdly, if any of you should commit a 
crime (which God forbid), that requires capital 
punishment, according to law, I will hang yon up by 
the neck till you are dead." 

COURTOIS. 

John Courtois, who died in 1819, worth a quarter 
of a million of money, was a hair- dresser, and a 
native of France. He came to England in the capacity 
of a gentleman's valet ; and after living with several 
persons of respectability, set up shop as a hairdresser. 
Here he carried on the business of a peruke-maker and 
o 3 
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hair-dresser, oo a respectable footiiig» many years : 
but be added to bis profession another, which proved 
more lucrative : having a very extensive acquaintance 
with Ibe servants in genteel families, his shop became 
the resort of persons of that description, particularly 
those who were out of place. These be instructed 
in the art of ha|r-dressing, gave them temporary em- 
ployment, and never failed in procuring tbem situ- 
ations ; for all which* he expected a handsome ac- 
knowledgment ; and if they refused to comply vritb 
his terms, be was sure to make tbem feel the effects 
of bis resentment. By these means, and the most 
penurious habits, be soon made money, which he 
very carefully placed out upon public security ; whiere 
interest reduplicating upon itself with continued ad- 
ditions to the principal, multiplied to a large capital 
in the course of a few years. 

The late Lord Gage one day met Couitois at the 
East India House, where a sharp contest for the di- 
rection was pending ; and being rather surprised* he 
accosted biro thus : — " Ah* Courtois, what brmgs 
you here?** ** To give my votes, my lord," was 
the answer. " What, are you a proprietor ?" *« Most 
certainly." " And more votes than one ?" " Yea, 
my lord, I bave/owr." •' Aye, indeed ! why, then, 
before you take the book, be kind enough to pin up 
my curls." With this demand, the proprietor of 
four votes, amounting in the whole to ten thousand 
pounds, immediately complied. Let it be observed, 
however, injustice to ^s eccentric- nobleman, tiiajt 
Courtois was actually the regular attendant upon his 
t&rdsbip, as bis friseur, at this very time. 

It should be observed of Courtois, that be was 
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scrupulously honest in his dealings, and faithful to 
his engagements* The tax-gatherers had never to 
cali upon him twice ; for if he was not at home, and 
they left their hill, he made it a point, the same or 
the next day, to wait upon them with the amount of 
their demand. His appearance was quite of the last 
age ; his chapeau being such as ws^ worn forty or 
fifty years ago, and his coat inyariably of a fawh or 
roorone colour, though sufficiently threadbare to de- 
note the carefulness of the wearer. 

SPLENDID MISER. 

Dichaeus Dichaeanus, was a splendid miser, who 
united the opposite characters of great parsimony 
and magnificent appearance, which he thought him- 
self bound to maintain, as he claimed a descent 
from the Byzantine emperors. His table was spread 
t^ce a day, as if for grand entertainments ; and 
the servants sent out with silver dishes and covers^ 
which, after pasaiDg a few streets, they brought back 
empty as they went out, while their master was 4in^ 
ing on cheap vegetables, or perhaps a morsel of 
polk or mutton. His supper, though splendidly 
arrayed, was an egg, or a few olives with a gill of 
soar wine. 

When he went out, his servants attended him in 
rich liveries ; but on their return, they were ordered 
to resume their own clothes. In the winter, no fire 
was permitted in any part of his house, except the 
kitchen. Ifis servants were ordered to wash in the 
sun ; or if tiie sky was cloudy, to run races, or draw 
water from a deep well, that they might be warmed 
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without the expense of fire. He himself was shut 
up in his bed-room oTer a miserable spark, sustained 
by all the dirty and waite paper which he had care* 
fully collected during the other seasons of the year. 
During his last sickness, when he was puzzled to 
whom he should bequeath his property, a letter came 
from a relation written on an inch of paper. Instead 
of being enraged at such disrespect, his avarice got 
the better of his pride, and he declared the writer 
his heir, esteeming him, by this instance, well worthy 
of being hif successor in parsimony. 

SHUT THE DOOR. 

Dean Swift, though a good master, was very rigid 
with his servants. The task of hiring them was 
always entrusted to his housekeeper; but the only two 
positive commands he had for them, he generally de- 
lirered himself; these were, to shut the door when- 
erer they came into, or went out of, a room. One 
of his maid servants one day asked permission to go 
to her sister's wedding, at a place about ten miles 
distant Swift not only consented, but lent her one 
of his own horses, and ordered his servant to ride 
before her. The girl, in the ardour of her joy for 
this favour, forgot to shut the door after her, when she 
left the room. In aboat a quarter of an hour after- 
wards, the Dean sent a servant after her, tq order her 
immediate return ; the poor girl complied, and entering 
hu presence, begged to know in what she oiSTended, 
or what her master wished. " Only shut the door," 
said the Dean, ** and then resume your journey." 



d by Google 



ECCENTRICITY. 153 



SINGULAR DOWRIES. 

About J 770, there was living in London, a trades- 
niao, who had dbposed of eleven daaghtem in mar- 
riage, with each of whom he gave their weight in 
halfpence, as a fortune* The young ladies must have 
been bulky, for the lightest of them weighed fifty 
pounds, two shiUings, and eight pence. 

ROYALIST CLERGYMAN. 
On the death of Charles the First, the first Earl 
of Orrery retired to a seat at Marston, which his 
father had purchased from Sir John Hippesley. The 
parish church of Marston was very near to the man- 
sion house, and his lordship was a regular attendant 
every Sunday. On one occasion, the minister, from 
some cause or other, did not make hb appearance ; 
and the earl, after sitting in his pew for some time, 
was preparing to return home,'' when his servants told 
him, that there was a person in the church who of- 
fered to preach. Hb lordship, though he looked 
upon the proposal as that of some vain enthusiast, 
gave permission ; and was most agreeably surprised 
to hear a sermon replete with learning, sense, and 
piety. The earl would not suffer the preacher to 
escape unknown, but invited him to dine at the man- 
sion ; and on requesting to know hb name and cir- 
cumstances in life, received thb answer : *' My lord, 
my name b Ashberry; I am a clergyman of the 
Church of England, and a loyal subject to the king ; 
I have lived three years in a poor cottage under your 
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warren wall, within a few paces of yoor lordship's 
house. Mj son lives with me, and we read and dig 
bj turns. I have a little money, and some few books, 
and I submit cheerfully to the will of ProTidence." 

This worthy and learned roan, for such Lord 
Orrery always called him, died at Marston some years 
after, but not till his lordship had obtained an allow- 
ance of ^30 per annum for him, without any obli- 
gation of taking tl)e covenant. 

The cottage in which the reverend nonconformist 
lived, and the field which he used to dig, have been 
since taken into the gardens of Marston House ; but 
the cottage, consisting of only two rooms, has, in 
memory of its ancient occupant, been preserved in 
its original form, and furnished in a style of equal 
antiquity, with all sorts of usefol fumitttre, books, 
prints, &c. 

DUKE OF QUEENSBERRY. 

The Duke of Queensberry, of sporting memory, 
used to say, that he read but two publications, the 
newspaper, and an almanack. Duriug the latter 
years of his life, after eating his breakfast, he was 
placed on a sofa facing one of his parlour windows 
in Piccadilly. Behind him stood a wtmenelator, 
during the whole forenoon, to announce the names 
of such of his friends as might pass by, to whom he 
frequently sent out messages, invitations, &c. This 
was so common, that many of them, when In haste, 
avoided walking that way. One of his grooms was 
constantly on horseback to convey letters. He had 
a report of all the police cases, daily, from Bow 
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Street; and Aaron Graham, Esq., called on him every 
Sunday with a summary. So uniform was his grace 
in attendance, during certain fixed hours, in his 
drawing room or his balcony, that a gentleman, who 
set out for India in quest of a fortune, and ten years 
afterwards returned, actually found the duke in tlie 
same spot, and engaged in a similar pursuit, as when 
he left him. 

The Duke of Queensberry was a keen and an ec- 
centric sportsman [see Anecdotes cf 'Pa&t^\B\, Among 
the singular bets that he made, was one, that he would 
cause a pig to run a mile without stopping, and with- 
out being driven or led. To do this, he got a young 
pig, which he placed in a sty, with a trough just 
outside, to which it was regularly let out ; next day 
the trough was removed a few yards further from the 
sty, and the distance encreased gradually, until it 
was at length placed a mile from it Six weeks were 
taken thus to train up the pig; and he always, as 
soon aa let out of the sty, ran forward to the trough, 
and thus, on the day of trial, won the Duke of 
Queensberry two thousand guineas. 

THE RULING PASSION. 
M. de la Mothe le Vayer, a Parisian counsellor of 
state, was extremely fond of the relation of voyagers, 
and of every information from foreign countries. 
This propensity he retained to the latest moments of 
his life. The last words he uttered to a friend, who 
attended him on his death bed, were, " Have you, 
my dear sir, heard any news from the Great Mogul V* 
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ROYAL NIMROD. 

Charles the Third of Spain was much more at- 
tached to the sports of the field, than the splendoois 
of the monarcliy. His dress was usually a large hat, 
a plain grey Segovia frock, a buff waistcoat, a small 
dagger, black breeches, and worsted stockings. On 
court days, a fine suit was hung upon his shoulders ; 
but as he always had an eye to his afternoon's sport, 
and was a great economist of his tinte, he always 
retained the lower part of his robe, even on gala 
days. 

There were but three days in the whole year that 
he spent without going out shooting, and these were - 
noted with the blackest mark in the Calendar. No 
storm, heat, or cold, could keep him at home ; and 
if he heard of a wolf having been seen, he accounted 
all distance as nothing, and would- drive over half 
the kingdom, rather than miss an optportnnity of firing 
at his favourite 'game. Besides a most nunierous re- 
tinue of persons belonging to his hunting establish- 
ment, several times a year^ all the idle fellows in and 
about Madrid were hired to scour the neighbouring 
country, and drive the wild boars, deer, and hares 
into a ring, where they passed before the royal 
family. 

LAUGH AND 5R0W FAT. 

When Foote was in Scotland, he travelled from 
Dumfries to Edinburgh, in a stage coach, in com- 
pany with a country gentleman of enormous site. 



d by Google 



ECCBNTRICITY. 157 

BecomiDg by the way pretty familiar with his com- 
panion, Foote asked him in what employment he was, 
or if he was in any ? The gentleman replied, that 
he was a land owner. Foqte enquired how much 
that might yield him a year ? " From fifty to seventy 
pounds." ** What V* exclaimed Foote, atfecting the 
utmost amazement ; '^ and is it possible so small an 
income can ever maintain so immense a man as you 
are ? Ah, my good friend, how I pity you. Here," 
palling out of his pocket some half a dozen guineas, ' 
" there, take them, my honest fellow ; they are all I 
have at present ; I wish, for your sake, they were 
more ; but few as they are, they will be a help to a 
gentleman in your melancholy circumstances.*' The 
stranger, who was luckily a man of sense as well As 
bulk, laoghed heartily at this sally of his fellow tra- 
veller, but assured him, that in his country, it was 
not the custom for men to grow fat on the charity of 
others. " But how then," said Foote, " do you con- 
trive it V " Oh !" replied the gentleman, " 1*11 tell 
you ; there's an old saying, lat^h and grow fat-^ And. 
do you know," continued he, " that though I have 
laughed a great deal to be as fat as I am, I am on my 
way now to Edinburgh to have some more laughing. 

There's one Foote—? " " Now sitting opposite to 

you," whisperrfl the English Aristophanes, " who is 
delighted to find, that though you won't accept his 
guineas, he may yet help you in another way, by 
making you laugh to your heart's content" 
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TASTE. 

A getitleman calling oue morning upon Mr. Ryan, 
the comedian, at his lodgings in a lane near West- 
minster market, expressed his astonishment at his 
choosing to bnry himself in so unpleasant a situation. 
•* Why l" added he, *' yon have np prospect what- 
ever." •* No prospect!" rejoined Ryan, jumping up 
to the window ; ** come here, my boy, and I'll show 
you a most delightful prospect." Ryan then pmnted 
to two butchers' shops,' with a whole range of fresh 
killed carcases. " There," continued he, " there's 
a prospect for you, to which no. language can do 
justice." 

MR. CLARK. OF EJ^ETER CHANGE. 

Mr. Thomas Claik, the ^ell known proprietor of 
Exeter Change, where be amassed as large a fortune 
as was perhaps ever gained by a single individual, 
in the way of retail trade, was one of the most sin- 
gular individuals of his day. Selling nothing but 
what was of the best quality, being content to sell at 
a small pijofit, imd always asking at once the lowest 
price he would take, he acquired an ..extent of retail 
custom unrivalled in the metropolis ; and bis coffers 
filled rapidly with the fruits of fair industry. But 
what perhaps served not less to promote his fortune, 
was the frugal, or rather penurious, mode of life, 
which, to his latest hour, he observed. The cost of 
his dinner, on six days of the week, seldom exceeded 
niuepence ; he took it on the bare board, in a small 
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doset adjoining his range of shops ; and after be had 
finished, would step across to the public house op- 
posite to the west of the Change, take a glass of gin 
and water, which cost him an additional twopence, 
and then immediately return to resume the basiness 
of the day. Sach was the even, undeviating tenor 
of his way, till he approached his eightieth year, 
when he expired, after a short illness. So large were 
the profits of Mr. Clark's trade, that when the in- 
come tax was imposed, he returned them at ^6,000. 
The tax collector conceiving that he had, by mistake, 
returned, and overrated too, his whole stock, in- 
stead of his income, sent back to Mr. Clark his 
schedule for cori]pction. Mr. Clark added another 
thousand, and begged to assure the collector, that he 
had now stated Sie utmost amount. '* Aye, but," 
said the other, " I want your income, not your pro- 
perty." " Will you be content to take it as my in- 
come ?*' "Oh, yes." "So will I," replied the 
old merchant, and wished the astonished collector a 
good morning. The fortune which Mr. Clark left to 
his family, is supposed to have amounted to nearly 
half a million. 

ALEXANDER CRUDEN. 

Alexander Cruden, the eccentric author of " the 
Concordance," was very intimate with the famous Dr. 
Bradbury, a zealous dissenting clergyman. The 
doctor had one evening prepared an excellent supper 
for several friends ; at the moment it was served on 
tiie table, Mr. Cruden made his appearance in the 
room, heated with walking. The doctor's favourite 
p 2 
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dishy a turkey, was snoking at one end of the 
table, and before the company could be seated, 
Cruden advanced, put back his wig, and with both 
hands plnnged in the gravy, he calmly washed his 
hands and his face over the bird, to the no small 
mortification of the doctor and his company. 



SAILORS. 

The eccentricity of Britbh sailors is proverbial, 
and displays itself in the heat of action, and the 
calm of peace. How raony interesting anecdotes are 
already related of these bulwarks of Britain ; and how 
many more a close observer m one of our sea ports 
might record I After the battle of Caoferdown, in 
which the plan of breaking the line was adopted so 
successfully, it became a favourite amusement with 
the sailors, who came on shore, to hire coaches, or 
post chaises, and mounting the roofs, form a Ime, 
and cross each other in the streets. The top of a 
coach, is the post of honour with a British tar. A 
sailor in his way to town some years ago, rode on the 
top of a post chaise, until a heavy rain induced him 
to go inside. He Qvertook a marine, who asked him 
to give him a lift. " That I will," said the sailor, . 
getting out, and again mounting the roof of the 
coach, " go down below, but shiver my splinters if 
any marine shall ever board a vessel I am in." 

Careless of danger, an English sailor sees nothing 
but victory and prize money in an engagement. 
*' There," said a British tar, when his captain did 
not deem it advisable to attack a Spanish vessel under 
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large convoy, " there goes fifty poands of my money 
for eTcr," 

Ever jealous, and ever proud, of his country, a 
British sailor will not see it second in any thing. 
After a severe engagement with the Dutch fleet, 
under De Royter, which was a drawn battle, the 
vessels of each fleet lay along side each other, inca- 
pable of further hostility. A Dutchman, anxious 
to show his agility, run np to the top of the main- 
mast, and stood on his head on the summit A 
British sailor, jealous for the honour of his country, 
mounted his mast with equal agility, but in attempt* 
ing to invert hu position, he fell, the ropes broke his 
fall, and he reached the decks without receiving any 
injury. Turning to the Dutchmen who had been 
witnessing his exploit, he said, " there, mynheers, do 
that if you can.'' 

During the campaign in Egypt, some sailors in the 
harbour of Alexandria, took it into their heads that 
they would go and drink a bowl of punch on the top of 
Pompey's pillar. How to get there, was, however, a 
matter of some difficulty, bat not too great for a sailor 
to surmount A paper kite was made, to fly di- 
rectly over the pillar. A two inch rope was then 
tied to one end of the string, and drawn over the 
pQlar by the end to which the kite was affixed. By 
this rope, one of the seamen ascended to the top, and 
in less than an hour, a kind of shroud was con- 
structed, by which the whole company went up and 
drank their punch, amidst the shouts of the asto- 
nished multitude who had collected round the spot. 
The sailors, eight in number, left the initials of their 
names inscrib^ on the pillar. They discovered 
r 3 
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what was not before known, that there bad formerly 
been a statue on the pHlar, the foot and ancle of 
which are still remaining. 

A LINGUIST. 

Among the singular characters which nature some- 
times produces, and which dbplay a diversity from 
mankind in general, few have been more remarkable 
than Richard Robert Jones, of Aberdaron* in Car- 
narvonshire, who, although an . excellent linguist, is, 
in almost every other re^>ect, an idiot. From what 
cause he imbibed a taste for the acquisition of lan- 
guages, is not known. Bom of humble parents, he 
had few advantages of education ; and it was not 
until he was nine years of age, (hat he was enabled 
to read the Bible in his native language. He then 
attempted to acquure the English, but found it very 
difficult 

At the age of fifteen, Richard began to study the 
Latin, by the assistance of a boy in the parish school, 
And by getting into the school room while the boys 
were absent, fmd using thehr books. When nine- 
teen years of age, he purchased a Greek Grammar, 
and soon was enid>led to read that langoage. 

'In some excursions Irom his native place, which 
the severity of his father, on account of hb indolence, 
induced him to make, he procured some classical 
elementary works, and attiacted the notice of the 
Bishop of Bangor, who took him into his bouse, 
where he remamed but a short time. During a 
temporary residence at Anglcsea, he became ac- 
quainted with some French refugees, who supplied 
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him with a grammar of that language, of which he 
soon acquired so good a knowledge, as to speak it 
correctly. He next mastered Italian, which he spoke 
with great ease and fluency. The next excursion 
Eichard made, was to Liverpool, where he had once 
before accompanied his father. His person and 
dress at this time were extremely singular. To an 
immense shock of black hair, he united a bushy 
beard of the same colour. His* clothing consisted 
of several coarse and ragged vestments, the spaces 
between which, were filled with books, surrounding 
him in successive layers, so that he was literally a 
walking library. These books all occupied their 
proper stations, being placed higher or lower, ac- 
cording as their sizes suited the conformation of his 
body ; so that he was acquainted with the situation 
of each, and could bring it out, when wanted, with- 
out difficulty. When introduced into a room, he 
bad not the least idea of any thing that surrounded 
him ; and when he took his departure, he appeared 
to have forgotten the entrance* Absorbed in his 
atadies, he had continually a book in his hand, to 
which he frequently referred, as if to communicate 
xns receive information, and apparently under a con« 
Action that eveiy person he met with, was as much 
interested in such studies as himself. His sight was 
imperfect, his voice sharp and dissonant ; and, upon 
the whole, his appearance and manners grotesque in 
the highest degree ; yet, under all these disadvan* 
tages, there was a gleam in his countenance, which 
marked intelligence, and an unaffected simplicity in 
his behaviour, which conciliated regard. 

Soon after his arrival at Liverpool, an attempt 
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was made by some of bis friends to obtain for liim a 
suitable employment ; but before that could be ex- 
pected, It was necessary that he should be rendered 
more decent in his person, and provided with better 
clothes. Being then asked to what employment he 
had been brought up, he answered, to that of a 
sawyer* A recommendation was, therefore, given 
him to a person who employed many hands in sawing, 
and Richard was put down in the saw-pit. He accord- 
ingly commenced his labours, and proceeded for some 
time with a fsir prospect of success. It was not long, 
however, before his ^orts relaxed, and grew fainter 
and fainter: till at length he fell on his face, and lay 
extended at the bottom of the pit, calling out loudly 
for help. On raising him up, and enquiring into the 
cause of his disaster, it appeared that he had la- 
boured to the fall extent of his arms' length, when, 
not being aware that it was necessary he should also 
move his feet forwards, and bemg quite breathless 
and exhausted, he was found in the situation de- 
scribed. As soon as he had recovered himself, he 
returned to the person who sent him, and complabed 
loudly of the treatment he had received, and of his 
being put doim under ground. On being asked why 
he had represented himself at a sawyer, he replied^ 
that he had never been employed in any other kind 
of sawing, than erots cutting Uie branches of tunber 
trees when fallen m the woods in Wales." 

As there was little prospect of instructing Richard 
in any useful occupation, he wa« placed in a situation 
at Liverpool, wbere he might pursue his stodies with 
greater advantages ; but after remuning there about 
six months, he returned home, until a new quarrel 
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with his fathei again made him travel. He went 
back to Liverpool, where he was obliged to part 
with a Hebrew Bible, .with poiats, and Masoretic va< 
rioQS Readbigs; a sacrifice which he regretted so 
deeply, that he resolved to undertake a joomey to 
London, for Uie purpose of buying another, and at 
the same time of obtaining some instruction in the 
Chaldean and Syriac languages. 

In the summer of 1807, Richard accordingly set 
out from Liverpool, furnished with a small packet 
on his back, a long pole in hb hand, round which 
was rolled a map of the roads, and Us few remain- 
ing books deposited in the various foldmgs of hb 
dress. This journey did not, however, answer the 
purposes intended ; and, what was still worse, he 
could neither find any employment, nor obtain as- 
sistance " by any means whatever." 

From London, Richard made his way to Dover, 
probaUy not without some intention of obtaining a 
passage to the continent. But here his ill-fortune 
seems to have changed, and he was engaged in sifting 
ashes in the king's dock-yard, under the direction of 
the superintendent, who benevolently allowed him 
his breakfast in a morning, and furnished him with 
a chest to keep his books, and also paid him two 
shillings and fourpence per day as wages. From 
this income, Richard was not only enabled to pro- 
vide for his personal wants, but also to pay 
the Rabbi Nathan, a celebrated proficient in Hebrew, 
for instructiou in that language, and for the books 
requisite for the purpose. In this situation he con- 
tinued for nearly three years, which seem to have 
been passed more happily than any other period of 
his life; nor can it be denied, that the circumstance 
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of a person in his forlorn and destitute situation, 
laboarbg for his daily subsistence, and applying a 
part of his humble earnings to acquire a knowledge 
of the ancient languages, forms as singular an object 
as the annals of literature can produce. 

In 1810, Richard returned to London, where he 
was reduced to the utmost distress, and compelled 
to sell all his books to prevent his being starved to 
death ; the Welsh Bardic Society, however, on 
learning his destitute condition, furnished him with 
the means of returning to his native country. 

In the perusal of the numerous works that have 
engaged the attention of this singular individual, his 
chief pleasure is not derived from the facts or the 
information they contain, but from the mere investi- 
gation of the words, and the grammatical constitntioii 
of the languages- 
Richard's studies are diversified by some eccen- 
tricities, which show that he Is not wholly incapable 
of other acquirements. At one time in particular, he 
was highly delighted with blowing a ram's bom, 
ivhich he did in such a manner, as rendered him no 
inconsiderable nuisance to the neighbouihood. Har^ 
ing had a present made to him of a handsome French 
horn, he threw aside his former instmment, and, by 
constant assiduity, qualified himself to play a few 
tunes in a manner more remarkable for its noise than 
its accuracy. Thus accomplished, he paid a vbit to 
Chester during tlie election of 1818 ; and arriving 
there at the precise time when the band of Greneral 
Giosvenor were celebrating Jiis return, he placed 
himself in the midst of them— 
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" and blei? a blast so loud and dread. 

Were ne'er prophetic sounds so full of woe." 

The derangement thus occasioned, induced the 
general to call him up to him ; when, after a few 
words, he made him a handsome present, and gave 
him his permission to blow his horn as long as he 
pleased. 

Another of his pecnliaiities is a partiality for the 
whole race of cats, which he seems to regard with 
great affection, and to resent any injury done to 
them with the utmost indignation. This singular 
predilection has led him to adorn the numerous books 
on grammar, wliich he has himself written, with 
prints oi cats, cut from old ballads, or wherever else 
he can discover them ; and to copy every thing that 
has been written and strikes bis fancy respecting 
them ; amongst which is ** The Auction of Cats in 
Cateaton Street," the well-known production of one 
of the most celebrated wits of the present day. 

The principal residence of Richard for some years 
has been at Liverpool, where be may be seen at 
times walkbg with a book under his arm, without 
noticing or speaking to any one, unless he be first 
I spoken to ; when he answers, in any language in 
which he is addressed, with . great readiness and 
civility.. If any gratuity be offered to him ^for he 
never solicits it), he receives it with a degree of 
hesitation, generally using the words — ** I am 
not worthy." To any ridicule to which his dress 
and appearance may give rise, he is totally insen- 
sible.. At one time he chose to tie. up his hair with< 
a large piece of green ferrety which gave him the 
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most ludicrous appearance possible. Some time 
since, one of bis friends gave him a light-borseroan's 
jacket, of blue and silver, which he immediately put 
on, and continued to wear ; and which, contrasted 
with his hair and beard, gave him the appearance of 
a Jewish warrior, as represented in old prints, and 
consequently attracted after him a crowd of children. 
In his present appearance, he strongly resembles 
some of the beggars of Rembrandt ; and if he had 
lived in the time of that great artist, might have af* 
forded a good subject for his immortal pencil. 

M. VANDILLE. 
At the beginning of the eighteenth century, the 
diief magistrate at Boulogne, was M. Yandilte, 
who, by mere saving, had amassed a large fortune. 
His usual diet was bread and milk ; and it was gene- 
rally thought, that it was to save the price of this 
milk, that he sought and obtained hb judicial office. 
He now took upon himself to be milk-taster genera], 
at the public market : " It was a cruel thing," he said, 
" that the inhabitants should be imposed on in an 
article of such necessity ; and he was resolved, for 
their sakes, to try, himself, the quality of all the milk 
brought into the town." Every morning and evening, 
after eating his loaf at home, he would take his walk 
among the milk-women, and by taking a sip from each 
pail, was enabled, without a farthing of expense to him- 
self, to indulge to any extent in his fovouritebererage. 
His wealth, which accumulated rapidly, was all invested 
in the public funds ; and becoming by this mens 
favouiably known in the capital, M. Vanditle was at 



d by Google 



ECCENTRICITV. „ 169 

length inyited to take a part in the magistracy of Paris. 
He hesitated, at first, aboat accepting the promotion^ 
for he did not know' how he should be off for milk 
at Paris, and the expenses of the joamej thither 
must be enormous. Reflecting, however, that the 
metropolb was a vast field for a man of his inge- 
nuity ; and consoling himself with the probability of 
being able, in some way or other, to make up for the 
great sacrifices he must make ; he decided on sub- 
mitting to the honour which, as he declared, had 
been thrust upon him. After converting every thing 
he possessed in the world, into money, he remitted 
the whole to Paris ; reserving only wherewith to 
defray the expenses of his journey ; but that, in 
these expenses, he might not be seduced into any 
irrecoverable extravagance, the sum reserved was 
only threepence, though the journey is one of a 
hundred and thirty miles. With so Hght a parse, 
riding was of course out of the question. M. Van- 
diUe resolved to walk ; but even that he could not 
have accomplished, had he not, at the same time, 
very prudently assumed the disguise of a mendicant 
priest : in which character be received benefactions 
from the pious persons whom he met by the way, that 
more than trebled his scanty store. How M. Van- 
dille succeeded in Paris, all the ways he took to 
acquire and save money, it would be tedious to 
relate; suffice it to state, that by the year 1735, 
when he had reached his seventy-eighth year, he had 
amassed a fortime of not less than eight hundred thou- 
sand pounds. He was still a hale old man, and 
had the prospect of living many years longer ; but 
was suddenly cut off, in t^ great attempt of saving 
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a sixpence ; tbe expenditure of 'vdiich, might Lave 
saved his life. Being seised with some Inflammatoiy 
systems, in consequence of over^heatiBg himself* lie 
sent for a surgeon to Ueed him. The surgeon adding 
half a livre for the operation, was at once tuned 
about his business. An apothecary was then sent 
for; but though of humbler rank, he disdained to 
accept of less than his neighbour. Vaudille then 
sent for a poor barber, who undertook to open a vein 
for threepence a time. " Aye, but," said this worthy 
economist, " how often, friend, will it be necessary 
to bleed ?" ** Three times." " And what quantity 
of blood do you intend to take each time ?" " JEUght 
ounces." " Well, but why can't you take the whole 
twenty-four ounces at once ? You want to make a 
job of me, you scoundrel. Here, sir ; there is your 
threepence, and take the twenty-four ounces immedi- 
ately." The barber was generous enough to obey ; M. 
Vandille lost the twenty-four ounces of blood, and 
died in a few days, leaving all hb vast treasures to 
tbe king, whom he made his sole heir. 

WALKING STEWART. 

John Stewart, better known by the name of 
Walking Stewart, from his having performed a pe- 
destrian tour through the principal countries of the 
known world, in order, as he said, " to discoTer tbe 
polarity of moral truth," returned to London, ai|d pa- 
raded the streets in an Armenian dress, in order, as he 
said, to attract attention. Recovering a sum of money, 
on the liquidation of the debts of the Nabob of Aicot, 
for his services in India, he commenced a series of 
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entertainments. Every eTening, a conversazione was 
held at his hoose, which was further enlivened by 
music. On Sundays, he gave dinners to a select 
party, when he usually treated his friends with a 
philosophical discourse, and sacred music from 
Handel's compositions, to which he was very partial, 
particularly the dead march in Sanl, whidi was the 
signal for his visitors' marching off, as it generalli^ 
concluded the evening. When advanced in years', 
he was still every day to be found, either sitting on a 
bench in St James's Park, or in one of the recesses 
of Westminster Bridge, wiiere he was still in search 
of the " polarity of moral truth ;" and he seldom 
suffered any person, whether a friend or a stranger, 
to sit near him, without introdnciog hb favourite sub- 
ject : though it b believed he never met with one who 
could understand him. [See Aneedotei of TtavelUng.'] 



IMPRESSMENT. 

During the time of the American war, when the 
impressment was very severe in London, the gang 
stopped a gentleman's carriage,with two footmen behind 
it, and securing one of them, began to carry him off. 
The man remonstrated to the lieutenant on the hardship 
of takmg him in preference to his fellow servant 
** Avast there," said the officer to his men, " the fel- 
low's right, they shall both pitch for their beef alike." 
He then took a shilling, and bade the other servant, 
who remabed behind the carriage, call head or tail, 
as he tossed it up. "Head," says the servant 
** No, its a tail," exclaimed the lieutenant, '* so unship 
yourself, and let your messmate come aboard in your 
Q 2 
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room y* which the poor fellow was competted to do, 

and was instantly marched off. 

HUME. 

Haiiie was ooce crossing a temporary bridge, 
which connected the new with the old town of 
£dinborgb, when it uDfortanately gare way, and he 
fell into the swamp. He called loudly for assistance, 
when an old woman hastened to the spot ; but per- 
ceiving who it was that thos invoked aid, she re- 
insed to giro him any assistance, on the groond that 
he was an Atheist. " Ob no, no,'' said the> phi- 
losopher, ** I am no AtiheisI, I assure y^u, good 
woman, you are quite mistak^i." ^ If yon are not 
an Athebt," returned she, " you can say your belief; 
and if you cannot'do that, I will be no aid to save an 
iufidel.*' Mr. Hume fiudmg no other person ap- 
proaching to his assistance, distinctly repeated the 
apostles* creed, and having convinced the good 
woman of his Christian education at least, was 
charitably afforded that relief, which otherwise she 
would have thought it a doty of religion to deny 
liim. 



ROUSSEAU. 

Rousseau lived long on his fifth floor in Paris, en- 
tirely forgotten by the world, which he affected to 
despise, and from affectation, really shunned ; when 
an accident that happened to him, in one of his 
solitary walks, brought him once more, fbr a sin^ 
moment, on the stage of the public. He was met in 
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a narrow park of the street, by Monsieur de Fargeau, 
driving very fast in his carriage* and in hb attempt 
to get out of the way, was pushed by a large Danish 
dog running before the horses, and thrown down in 
the road. Monsieur de St Farg6au immediately 
stopped his coach, and hastened to assist the per- 
son whom his dog had thus knocked down ; but as 
soon as he recognized the author of Emilius, he 
redoubled his apologies and his attentions, and 
pressed him, in the most polite manner possible, to 
allow him the happiness of conveying him back to 
hb lodgings. The philosopher was inexorable, and 
returned alone, and on foot Next morning. Monsieur 
de St Fargeau sent to enquire for him. " Tell your 
master to cham up his dog," was his only answer. 

WINDSOR FARMER. 

Hb late majesty was very fond of tench, and 
gentlemen in ^e neighbourhood of Windsor used 
frequently to send presents of that fish to the castle. 
Among others, a plain, but honest farmer, brought 
a brace of tench in a basket A servant offered to 
take them, but the farmer would not deliver them to 
any person but the king ; who, being apprized of it, 
came out, and seeing the tench remarkably fine, sent 
for the queen to see Uiem. His majesty tfien offered 
the farmer five guineas, but he refused it, telling the 
king, that if he would only call on bun at his farm, 
be would drag the pond, and get some more ; hb 
majesty took the address, and in about a fortnight 
called on the farmer, whose servants being absent, 
harvesting, the king helped to drag the f^ud, and 
Q 3 
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got some £ue fish, and gave ten guineas to the 

farmer's children. 



JOSEPH SANFORD. 

When Joseph Sanford, of Baliol College, Oxford> 
to well known forhb learning and singularity in 
dress, applied to the bishop for ordination, he was 
introduced to the chaplain, to whom he was a stranger, 
and who, as osual, said he most examine hun. The 
first question proposed, was ** Qmd fidn V* to which 
Sanford replied, in a loud voice, " Quod turn vidaJ* 
The second question was << QntUd sp«s?" to which 
Sanford answered, in a still louder tone, "Faiufa 
res." The tlicd was, "Quid earitas V* to which he 
roared out, " In mundo raritas" On this the chap- 
lain, finding that he had an extraordinary character 
to deal with, left him, and went to inform the 
bishop what had passed below, with a person he 
knew not what to make of, who had given in his 
name, Joseph Sanford, of Baliol; this made the 
bishop laugh, and exclaim, " Yoa examine him I 
Why he is able to examine yon and our whole bench. 
Pray desire him to walk up." The bishop made 
an apology for the chapliJn, and said he was 
sorry Mr. Sanford had not applied to him in the first 
instance. 

In an evening, it was the constant practice of Bfr. 
Sanford to walk a mile up and down the shop'of Mr. 
Fletcher, the bookseller ; and every Friday, let the 
weather be fair or foul, he never omitted walking to 
some house four or five miles from O^ord, on the 
banks of the Cherwell, where he osed to dine on fiah. 
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MR. FARQUHAR. 
Tlie world, which is ever judging of men by ap- 
pearances, b for ever forming most erroneous notions 
of their characters. A gentleman who is possessed of un- 
told thousands, must make a great show of his wealth 
in eveiy thing about him ; he mast dress splendidly, 
and live sumptuously; never sit down to a meal 
without a dozen servants to wait on him ; nor go 
abroad to take the air without a mob in liveiy at his 
heels ; he must have his horses, and carriages, and 
hounds ; his town hiouse, and his country house ; his 
marine villa, and his sporting box : and to all 
these superfluities, he must add a few very super- 
fluous vices, which go by the tender name of follies ; 
otherwise he is set down as a man on whom fortune 
has showered unmerited blessings, a sordid miser, 
whose sole delight consists in counting and turning 
over the treasures he has amassed. It is tiie way, 
indeed, of the rich to launch into such extravagances; 
but it is taking a very false view of things, to imagine 
that there is in all this any thing of a just sense of 
the true value of riches. With by far the greater 
number, the ruling motive is nothing but sheer vanity, 
or a silly compliance with what they are told the 
world expects from them. Some willingly make 
themselves a spectacle for die world to gaze at; 
others reluctantly consent, for fashion's sake, to en- 
slave themselves to a thousand thmgs they would 
much rather be without. '* I have ten servants,'' 
said an honourable baronet, once in the House of 
Commons, *' at least, ten persons who call themselves 
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my servants, tbougb, in reality, it is I who am the 
servant to them." Your rational man of wealth, b 
one who in all pomts differs from the generality of 
his class. He is the comet of his sphere, and his 
eccentricity consists in doing only what good sense 
and good feeling dictate. He dresses plainly, be- 
cause it is to his taste ; he lives frugally, for he wishes 
to live long ; he has no more servants than are abso- 
lutely necessary to his wants ; keeps not a single 
house, nor horse, nor hound, nor carriage, that he has 
no use for ; he has his pleasures, but such as are to 
be traced neither in the destruction of innocence, 
nor in the spoliations of the gaming table ; it is in 
pursuits of science, literature, and virtue, in study 
while at home, and in actsof beneficence while abroad, 
that his great and sole delight consists. Such a man 
of wealth, we believe the respectable individual to 
be, to whom these Anecdotes of Eccbntricitt 
are inscribed. The world resounds with the fSeune of 
Mr. Farquhar*s vast wealth, and many are the ex- 
clamations of surprise at his obscure habits ; but 
there are acts of Mr. F. unknown as yet to fame (for 
it is one of his peculiarities, to love to do good in 
secret), which show that he makes a noble use of the 
fortune, which, by his talents and industry, and not 
by his mere savings, he has acquired. 

A highly respectable individual was in want of 
a temporary accommodatiou ; he applied to Mr. 
Farquhar for his assistance, and tendered the most 
ample securities for any advance he might make. 
Mr. F. having ascertained the amount requisite to 
remedy the inconrenience, iounediately, in the most 
])andsome manner, presented the gentleman with t^ 
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thousand pounds^ a sum which formed a considerablt 
surplas of his necessities, and would not accept or 
hear of even an acknowledgment for it. 

On another occasion, as be was taking his daily 
airing on foot, and in that garb very probably which 
has caused him, at times, to be regarded as a reduced 
gentleman, meriting patrician compassion, he observed 
a gentleman eyeing very wistfully a house belonging 
to him, at the west end of the town, which was 
then to let Mr. Farquhar, accosting him, begged .to 
know if he wished for such a house ? The stranger, 
indicating by his looks some surprise at a question 
like this, from one who seemed to have so veiy little 
to do with property of any kind ; Mr. F. added, that 
" because if he did, he was the owner of the house, 
and would be glad to show it to him." The gentle- 
man observed, that ** it seemed indeed a fine house, 
but it was needless for him to look at it, as he was 
afraid it was far above his means." "Well, but 
there will be no harm in your just taking a view of 
it ; you can see how you would like it, and we 
will talk afterwards about terms." Into the house 
they went, and all over it ; the stranger was loud 
in its praises ; he " would be happy," he thought, 
if he had such an one to live in ; but, indeed, it 
was impossible be could pay the rent that must be 
expected for it. Mr. Farquhar, who had taken one 
of those likings at first sight, which some people 
have the good luck to inspire, enquired with deli- 
cacy, into the state of the gentleman's circum- 
tances, and prolonged the conversation by various 
pleasant digressions, with the view, as it seemed, ef 



d by Google 



178 



PERCY ANECDOTES. 



drawing out a dispby of hb new acqtudatince's 
cbaiacter. We will not say what grounds Bfr. Far- 
qohar had to he pleased widi the stranger, bat they 
were soch, that at parting it was in these words : 
" Yon say yoo like the house, sir, and think you 
would be happy in it ; now, sii^ as I think you are 
a worthy man, who deserves to be lu4>py, I mike 
you a present of the house, that yon may be so. 
Hare the goodness to call at Mr. ^'s, niy soli- 
citor, to-morrow, when yon wiJl find a conyeyance 
ol it made out in your &Tour." 

Such is Mr. Farquhar, a man whose " avarice," 
we are told, *' may be considered as a disease which 
he cannot control !" 
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